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thought me oner qualified ro be one, that 

be aſſured me, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, I 1 

| 4 — firſt Man in England hewould 1 
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off all Oppoſition; and muſt have infullibly 


— by a powerful Pure. 
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rupiion will put an End to. My ſeveral At- 
tempts to get into the Houſe, coſt me between 
A ee IJ had ance taken 


ſucceeded more than once, if there had not been 
the moſt extraordinary Methods made uſa of to 
oppoſe me. ki ſhort from what I know, and 


have ſeen, ares” e preſent fully convinced, 'that 
if I ſhould ſtand for 2 mane germ 
me our, 

laid out 


o ppoſe me. To | 
L sHALL not kh! * . 


whether, or no, ic was reſolved ta ruin ae, that 
I might be incapable ever to fit in an Houſe of 
Commons ; but the Manner in which T have ben 
ruined, has been thus: 
IRA been forced into a Wine 
Law-Suits, which Nothing+I could do or offer 
was able to avoid. Theſe Law-Suits have been 


carried on againſt me, under the Names of Per- 


_ — are notoriouſiy known tu be worth 
1; who are notoriouſly. known to be inca- 
pal of ny ſuch 2 Scion of! Mani: as hat 

againſt me under their Names in one 


ſingle em. he by theſe Means I have been 


forced, much againſt my Will, inta Courts of 
uſtice, 2 chore) — 


I will not take upon me to affirm, he the Man 


in that has E 


ügn 


| Particulars of thoſe Hardſhi Pr wt ac of, 


_ Gig he has done ſo: Thus much I cannot help 
ſaying; That if it is a certain Perſon, (whom I 
have Reaſorss, . Reaſons to believe it 18, 
F could convince the World, that there is not 
| this Day upon Earth, 2 Man who can excel 
him, either in Cruelty or Ingratituſe. 
Troven I have been often challenged, and 
provoked in the moſt abuſive Language by a 


certain Set of Writers, to enter into ſome of the 


F have hitherto remained \ I- was appre- 
henſive, that they were, — out a Bait on 
ſe for me, with which, it I had been taken, 
their Patron himſelf, either in his own Name, 
or the Name of ſome other Perſon, would have 
endeavoured to get my juſt; e interpreted © 
into a Libel, and have added to the Weight of: 
all thoſe tender Mercies, of which I have already 2 
0 plentifully taſted. I am, perhaps, a laſt 
falling into the mean and wicked Snare, which 
has been long laid for me; but be that as it will, 
a certain Accident has determined me to lay be- 
ſore my Country, at leaſt ſome few Particulars 
of the Uſage I have met with. 

Tux Accident I mean was thus: | 
IAD nor Jong fince the Happineſs to paß nk | 
Evening with an old Acquaintance, who is at 
preſent an Ornament to the Proſeſſion of the 

Law. Our Diſcourſe 3 at laſt to fall: 
upon my Misfortunes, of which J gave him 
ſome Account. When he had heard me, with 
2 good deal of Axtention, he broke out, as: 
nearly as I can remember, into the following 
Words: Noms bave told me ſuch Things, as I cou 
8 had T heard them from any 
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other Perſon." » I do believi"rohat you ſay, becauſe 


 T knew your Famil 2 your Educution, and haue 


now been acquainte , 
—_— ee that if you GU hap- 
pen to ngs which you haut told me 
are ſo Hewitt — 

Manx will ever — oppreſſocd and 


treated in ſuch * as I am now fully. far 


t1sfied you bave really been. 
I na've often reflected 


my old Fricnd's 


| Words: T believe be u right; I believe I have 


ſuffered ſuch Things, as no Body would credit, if 
I was not in a Condition to prove what I af- 
ſert. I do not take Saif » be ben 
Man; and if I die under any of thoſe Diſorders 
I have lately contracted, I take to be as 
"Man, whoever he is, 


who has been the Cauſe of the © cruel Uſage I 
have zcceived, as if he had actually procured me 


to be aſſaſſinated. If in the next World there 


is an ' Inquiſition for Blood, I am fully perſuaded 
my fanocent Blood will reſt upon him and tis Fa- 
My Hopes and Belief that the Matters 


iy. 
. of Fagt which I ſhall lay before you, may.. give 


— — Patriot, an Hint for the 
the Liberties and Properties of 


| your — Preto ee e 


me to write this Letter. FN Fans 62 

Bu r another Reaſon for my 
That I have not only been e 2 
of ſuch Papers as oo, my Private fairs, 
have been df Service 
to che Pullict, ſome of which 1 de- 
termined co have ll before Tour Hoe, and: 
r * contain. ſome Par 
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ticulars, well worth the Peruſal of che Repre- 
ſentatives of their Country. 
- I Ber1teve no Man in England bad very late- 
ly fo valuable a Collection as my ſelf of 
Letters from ſome of the greateſt Perſons this 
Age has produced, and upon Subjects of the 
molt delicate Nature. I had a conſiderable Num- 
ber of Letters all wrote by the late King Wil- 
liam, with his own Hand; a great many Let- 
ters of the late Lord Sommers s, the — Earl 
of Halifax s, the late Marquis of MJ barton s, 
the two laſt Great Earls of Sunderland, the late 
Lord Stanbope s, the late Lord Oxford s, the 
late Mr. Addiſon's, the late Lord Bolingbroke” 85 
and the preſent Sir Ro RT WATLTOTE's; 
with ſeveral others. How I came by theſe Let- 
ters, it ĩs not at preſent” neceſſary to mention: 
I ſhall / only aſſure you, that I ſpared neither 
Coſt nor Pains to make the Collection. I have 
been robbed of a great Number of theſe Let- 
ters, which might have been made both uſeful 
and amuling to the Publick : Some of them by 
good Fortune I have preſerved ; and theſe, if I 
can keep them, may perhaps ſee the Light at 
a proper Time, and with a proper Explanation. 
I'so Pp x none of my Countrymen will be ſo 
weak as to imagine, they are no ways concerned 
in the Contents of the following Sheets, be- 
cauſe chiefly relate to ſich 4 28 
J have. fi No Man can tell how ſoon my 
Caſe may come to be his own. And however 
wortbleſ; I am, the fame Methods which have 
been taken to ruin ne (if they paſs e. 
and ed) may one Day be employed to 
deſtroy:the Bot and _ Faluable Men in Great 
Britain. THAT 
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Tux wiſe and generous People, the ancient 
Romans, were ſo jealous of the Leaſt Attempts 
upon their Liberties and Properties, that when- 
ever. they ſaw one of their Fellow-Citizens op- 
preſſed in an extraordinary Manner, they imme- 
diately made his Caſe their own, and reſented 
the Injury he kad ſuffergd, juſt as much as if it 
had been offered to themſelves. |, * 

7. arguin the Proud, loſt his Crown, and the Name 
of a King, became odious to the Romans, for an In- 
jury done by his Son to a Private Citizen of Rome. - 

Appius the Decemvir, after he had long played 
the Tyrant in his high Poſt, loſt both that and 


his Liſe together, for making an Attempt on 


the Property of one Virginius, a poor Plebeian, 
from whom he endeavoured to take his Child. 

Tux Fate of this Appivs was ſo very remark- 
able, that I ſhall give my Readers a ſhort Ac- 
count of it. x 14 a 


ier |  TYTE 2491 1 ] 
Appius was a Senator of Rome: He was a 
bold and conſident Speaker; and as he wanted 
neither Hords, nor Aſurance, was always one 
nate; ſo that at laſt, he became a leading Mem- 
ber in that Aſſembly. His many plauſible Ha- 
rangues in the Defence of Liberty, gave the 
People ſo good an Opinion of him, that by 
their Votes they made him Head of the Col- 
lege of Decemvirs, or, in other Words, the Hit 
Minſter, and Chief Magiſtrate of the Common 
wealth. For ſome little Time he made a: Modeſt : 
Uſe of his Power, affected the moſt populat Be: 
haviour, and was ready ta procure peedy Fuſtice 
for the meaneſt Plebeian ; till having formed a 
N "WW Party, 
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Party, and convinced them that it ſh6uld be their 
Intereſt to ſtand by him on all Occaſions, and 


ainſt all Oppoſition, he acted like a moſt wick- 
60 abandoned Tram and as the Head of thoſe 
Conſpirators, who for their ow Nuten had re- 
ſolved to deſtroy the Publick Liberty. He ſtill kept 
1 inde * ou 5 — dps 
of Juſtice; but this was n more than attmg 
a Farce, to delude the Vulgar. The Magi- 
ſtrates before wWHom all Cuuſes were heard, were 
the Creatures of Appius, owed their Preferment 
to him, and feared his Frown. S0 — . 
Appearances were ſaved, and ' ſome: plauſib 
Reaſons often given for<their Determinat ions, 
yet every Man who came before them was ſure 
to loſe br gain his Cai; as he wat how to 
be more of leſs engaged in the Intereſts of Appius. 
* F4vork and Stiedlxtifitsr:(Rys the 
8 on Vertot) ſat . an ** CR 
© JousTicz: Appius is Aſſociatesemplo 
their Whole thaw and frioreft to — 
| their Private Enemirsy and 
© \zeckoned all Men to be ſuch, who would not 
<4. rarely ſubmit to be their $/aves 
In chief and faſteſt Friends of Hppics, were 


at Hfſt un profiigate Purt of the Nodilitye: Ar 
the: Rxpence of che Publick, he ſupplied theſe 


»eet/fitous Patriciunt with the Mean tu ſup 

their Pride and Liu, His \Power:cat laſt 
ew-fo great, and ſeemed to be ſo firmly eſta- 
if; Tat ſeveral Senators, who bad till now. 


picletved a tolerable Reputation, and were one 
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Jobbs. Among theſe was Lucius Corndius, a 
Man ſubtile and eloquent, who, in realiry, - cared 
for nothing bur his Interef, but was able to lay 
the: faireſt Colours upon che 'blackeſt Villamies. 
Even | thoſe Senators who difdained to Join in 
the Meaſures of Appius, dreaded his Power. 
Unable to bear the Sight of what was daily 
done in Rome, and deſpairing to ſor à Change, 
they threw up the Care of Publick Affairs, and, 
with broken Hearts, either reared to their 
Country Houſes, or went and ſettled among 
the Latizes and Hernici. The People of Nome 
fam too late into how wrerched à Degree of 
they were fallen; but knew not how to 


N 
help chemſelves. \Appius had all Ute Appear- 


amm of à Lega! Authori on his Side. - He 
was the frf Minifter in the Ich, and 
E. of a Poſt, conferred upon him by their 

Votes, which gave him a Power” of en- 
ng almoſt rr — pleaſed. 


Ae 


3 ol, gens 

wich which in awe. . Go A a 
Way of | Living,» unknown to the Romans till 
chis Lime. - The Citizens of moderate Fortunes, 
who had now more Occaſions for Money than 


came ſo thronged with unhappy 


— 
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Debtor $3. that 
Appius was forced to build New Dungeon. In 
the mean Time, he himſelf ſwept the Streets of 
Rome with a numerous Train of mercenary De- 
pendants: He lived in Luxury and Feaſting i 
and in the midſt of a Banquet, among his own 
Creatures, by way of 7e on thoſe unha unhappy 
Men whom had forced to plunge themſ 
into Debt, would often, with a barbarous Irony, 
call the New Dungeons he 1 built, 1 Houſes 
and. Holes of the Romans. 34429 
Tnos Nations who had hitherto. fb 
to the Raman Power, deſpiſed how the Orders 
that were ſent them, and ſcorned to acknow- 


ledge a People for their Maſters, who were 


themſelves;become the Slaves of their Fellow: 


Citizen. The gui, the Sabine, and the La- 
tines, made E nw Oe 
to the very Gates of Rome. The People look 


upon theſe Inſults with great Indiflcrence and 


Unconcern: Whenever they talked with Free- 
dom to ane another, — That if they 
muſt be Haves, it was of no manner of Conſe - 
quence, who were their Maſters.) Some of theni 
made no Scruple to affirm, Tliat of the two, they 
would rather chuſe to live under the Government 
of the Sabines, than the Adinim/tration of 3 
The Enemies to ze Roman. State 

laſt: to ſuch Inſults, a; the City 
daily | 
ſolutely — — 


wx him to raiſe an Army: 


He OT) wp and obliged thetn to 


take the Field, the Command of ſuch 


Leaders as he had placed over them. The 
Len Mien they came to engage their 


Enemies, 


ege, and Appius found it by 


rr. =, I 


ron: had made her paſs for her own Daugh 
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Enemies, inſtead of exerting their wonted Cou- 
rage, ſuffered themſelves to be defeated. They 
dreaded nothing ſo much as obtaining a Victory, 
which they imagined might give ſome Credit 
to the Meaſures of Appius, and confirm him in 
his Adminiſtration. The News of their Defeat 
was received by the People at Rome with much 
more Joy, than they uſually expreſſed upon the 
Tidings of a Victory. To this miſerable Con- 
dition was the Commonwealth reduced by one 
Man's inſatiable Thirſt after Power and Riches. 
At laſt, his making a baſe Attempt upon the 
Property of a poor Plebeian, named Virginius, 

ut an End to his Tyranny. Appius, to pleaſe 
his Letchery, had a Mind to deprive this Man 
of his Daughter, a Girl of fourteen Years of 
Age : He durſt not take the Child from her 
Father by Force ; and therefore reſolved to exe- 
cute his Deſign by the Help of that Mast, 
under which the greateſt Villanies the World 
IE ſaw have been committed. He re- 
ſoly rob Virginius of his Child under the 
formal and plauſible Pretence of executing pub- 
lick Fuſtice : He got one Claudius to ſer up a legal 
Title to the poor Girl, and bring an Action 
againſt Virginius for his Child. By the Laws of 
Rome, the Children of all Slaves belonged to 
their Maſters. Claudius affirmed, That this Girl 
was born in his Houſe, and was the Child, of 
one of his Female Slaves, who ſtole her from 
him 3 and to conceal her Theft, pretended to be 
delivered of a dead Child: That he had diſco- 
vered ſhe fold this Girl to the Wife of Virginius, 
who being W Mir uneaſy at having no 


ter. 
He 
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He added, That he could prove every Particular 
which he afſerted by table Teſtimonies. 
Claudius had, in Fact, got Witneſſes ready to 
ſwear what he bid them ; and among the reft, one 
of his Female Slaves, who was to confeſs, that ſhe 
was the true Mother of YVirginiu#s Daughter. 
This Law - Suit made a good deal of Noiſe in 
Rome: Appius had the conſummate Impudence 
_ and Hypocriſy, to pretend to act in Favour of 

the Defendant Virginius. He obliged Claudims 
the Plaintiff to give up ſome Points before the 
Trial, which he confeſſed in Striftneſs of Law, 
he had a Right to inſiſt upon. At laſt the Canſe 
was' brought to a ſolemn and publick Hearing 
in the open Forum. After all the Witneſſes on 
either Side had been fully examined, Judgment 
s pronounced with the utmoſt formality, and 
a Set Speech from the Tribunal of Fuſtice, 
it wis declared, the whole, That the 
Plainti/F in the Action had a legal, and undoubt- 
ed Right to the Girl in Diſpute 
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I the ſpecious Appearance of publick Juſtice. 


very Man made the Caſe of poor YVirginius his 


own; and loſt all Patience, when he reflected, 
that thoſe very Laos, which it was pretended 
were deſigned to ſecure his Property, were made 
the Inſtruments to deſtroy it. , 
-* In ſhort, the whole City was in a Tumult: 
The Romans had an Army in the Field; the 
Camp was but four Miles from the City: Vir- 
ginius flew thither, and with a Sort of Eloguence, 


with which his Grief furniſhed him, laid bis 


Caſe before the Soldiers. Thoſe brave Fellows, 


though they had been raiſed and ſubſiſted by the 


wicked Appins, immediately remembered. they 
were all Romans; and upon this generous Prin- 


ciple, reſolved to procure Juſtice for their Fel- 
low-Citizen: They tore up their Enſigns from 
the Ground, and leaving thoſe Officers which 


had been placed over them by Appius, marched 
directly towards Rome with their own Centu- 
rions, and Virginius at their Head, The News 
of their March, -and the Occaſion of it, flew 


before them to the City ; and never was an Ar- 
my received with the like Joy, when they came 


back from the moſt glotious Victory: All the 


Streets and Buildings of Rome were filled with 
its Inhabitants, to ſee the Soldiers paſs along; 
while nothing was heard, but Shouts and Excl. - 
mations of Down with-the Tyrant, Down with 
the wicked Appius: Let us be no longer Slaves; 
Let us remember that we are Romans. The Sol- 
diers, with a Diſcipline and Moderation which 
cannot be too much admir'd, marched ugh 
the City without offering the leaft Violence to 
any Man, or once ſtirring from their Ranks, 
n C | though 
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though they often joined in the Acclamations of 
the People: They encamped upon Mount Avey- 
"tine, and from thence ſent Word to Appius, that 
it was expected he ſhould lay down - his Office. 
The Senate was immediately convened. Appius, 
by diſpoſing of Places and Money in a proper 
Manner, had hitherto conſtantly ſecured a Ma- 
jarity in that Aſſembly ; but the Crime of which 
he was now accuſed appearing too monſtrous to 
be defended, many of his old Friends left him; 
ſo that the Senate, as well as the Army and the 
People, infiſted upon it, That he ſhould lay down 
that *Poſt which had hitherto ſcreened all his Ac- 
tions from being enquired into; and that he 
ſhould anſwer as a Private Man to what could 
be objected againſt him. He found now that 
all | Reſiſtance would ſignify nothing; and the 
Romans, with infinite Pleaſure, faw him come 
into the Forum, and publickly reſign his * 
was no ſooner diveſted of his Power, he 
was accuſed, and brought to his Trial by Virgi- 
nius. It was proved upon him, even to a De- 
monſtration, that he was at the Bottom of the 
Action which was brought againſt that unhap- 
PY Plebeian. Claudius confeſſed, That in all 

is Proceedings he had been adviſed and ſup- 
ported by Appius, and had only lent his Name 
to ſcreen cover that wicked Minifter. In 
ſhort, Appius ſuffered Death, a Puniſhment duc 
to an hundred ſeveral Crimes which he had com- 
mitted while he was in Power, and could com- 
mand the public Treaſury. The moſt notorious 
Accomplices of his wicked Adminiſtratian were 
. Toon after brought to their ſeveral Trials, and 
eicher put to Death, or baniſhed, a 
HE ; y 
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ey had ired by Rapine and Comiption, 
os all — — ſold. The 


Produce of them was put by the Queſtors into 
the Publick Treaſury. Thus Rome recovered her 
Liberty. The Joy of the People at this ſudden 


and unexpected Change 4 hardly be 
or 


expreſſed; it was too big for Utterance. No- 
thing was more common than to fee two gene- 
rous Romans meet in the Forum, run into each 
other's Arms, ſhed a ſhower of Fears, and part 
again without being able to ſpeak a Word. 
Taz People of Rome now ſent out their Ar- 
mies againſt their victorious Enemies; and ſoon 
convinced all their Neighbours, Fhat though they 
diſdained to conquer while they thought à Vic- 
tory would have confirmed Appues in his Admi- 
iſtration, and their own Slavery, yet that when 
once they were in the full Poffeſſion of Things 
worth defending, viz. of Liberty and Property, 
they were not to be. conquered. In a Word, 
the Arms of Rome were every where victo- 
__ till at laſt ſhe became the Miſtreſs of the 
Or 4 fy <4 458 . & 1 


WP nav told this Story to no other End, 
than — me what Manner the Raman Se- 
nate, Peo Army, thought proper to 
reſent the Injuſtice done to a poor Plebeian, their 


Fellon-Citizen. To this their extream Jea- 


_ of having the leaft Encroachment made 
on the Property of any private Man, was plain- 
ly owing the Preſervation of their Liberties ; and 
t all Foreigners came to eſteem it ſo high 
a Favour to be admitted into the Number of 


Noman Citizens. 


\ 
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Ix any Nation u Earth ought to' dread 
the "er a bad Precedent made in a Caſe of 
Liberty and Property, I am humbly of Opinion, 
that the Engliſh more eſpecially ought. to do ſo. 
To ſpeak plainly, I am afraid that our Pro- 

ceedings at Law have been often too much in- 

| fluenced by one bad Precedent ; and that a Fudge 

and Fury have thought it a ſufficient Defence of 

very extraordi Actions, if they could but 

prove. that — of the like oor Her (which 

| — was done before in a Caſe of 
the ſame Nature. 
. tbr - might — = the — 
0 againſt a W whom no 
thought worth I or worth defend high 
have been afterwards quoted and taken for Law, 
in the Caſes of People of a much higher Rank, 
and who once imagined ' themſelves not at all 
concerned at whatever became of him. 

From this Digreſſion, I proceed to give ſome 
Account of my Sufferings. - 

Tux ſeveral] Methods taken to oppreſs me, 
and the Law-Suits which have been ſtirred up 
againſt me, are almoſt numberleſs ; but I reſolve 
to confine my ſelf in the following Sheets to the 
_ Uſage I have met with from a certain Pair of 
Brothers; and to ſuch Proceedings only as have 
been carried on againſt me under their Names. 

IJ I concer1ve' I have an undoubted Right to 
lay the Behaviour of theſe two Brethren before 
the World, ſince the youngeſt of them, the 

Clergyman, thought — upon me firſt 

in the Publick News Papers, and to appear as 

— Champion both for — and his his Bro- 


Iwovin 
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I wouLD not willingly do this Gentleman the 
leaſt Wrong; and I ſhall therefore be ſo juſt to 
him, as to let the Publick ſee whatever he has 
thought proper to = in the Defence either of 
his Brother or himſelf. 5 
In the Appendix to my Book, intitled, A Let- 
ter to the King of Sparta, (which has made ſome 
Noiſe in the World,) that I might clear my ſelf 
from the Character Mr. Wal/ingham had given 
me of a litigious Man, and ſhew my Readers in 
what Manner I had Law-Suits forced upon me, 
I thought proper to print the Caſe. between the 
Reverend Mr. William Piers and me. I did 
nothing more than barely print the State of my 
= Caſe, as J had given it in long before to the moft 
= Honourable the Houſe of Lords. My Letter to the 
King of Sparta drew the whole Band of Mercenaries 
upon me: The great Mr. Ulrick D' res himſelf 
appeared at their Head, and led them on.. But this 
little Army not gaining fo compleat a Victory as 
their Patron probablyexpected from them, the Re- 
verend Mr. William Piers was perſuaded to mount 
the Stage, or at leaſt to ſuffer his Name to be 
put to what Mr. Walſingbam wrote for him. I 
am well aſſured, and the Reader will eaſily ſee, 
that the firſt Letter in the following Collection, 
was not wrote by the Reverend Mr. Piers: The 
ſecond Letter, to which his Name is put, ſeems to 
have been wrote by bim and his Aſſociate toge- 
ther. But in his #wwo laſt Letters, his Help-mate 
(who perhaps began to grow weary of his Com- 
— vm fairly left the Reverend and Charitable 
wine to ſhift for himſelf. I am pretty well 
acquainted with his Stile, and am fully convinced 


that thoſe two Letters are entirely his own. - 
2. ABouT 
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 ' AnovrT eight Months after the Publication of 
my Letter io the King of Sparta, the following 
[Epiſtle firſt appeared in ſeveral News- Papers, I 
have taken it from the Daily 1 of June 12. 


bl 


To the Author of the Daily Poſt. 


STR 


, HE Remorncls af my. Ale my Ad- 

* vancement in Tears, and my 
© Uncancern about Controuerſial Points, have 
<< been the Occaſion of this tardy Endeavour 
© to undeceiue the World, and do Fuſtice to my 
% ir is but lately a Book has fallen into my 

* — entitled, A Letter to Cleomenes King 


/ Sparta, written by Euſtace Buapell 
* — e Concerns whichawy il Fate — 4 
<< me into vnn this Ge 44. induced me to 
« a Peruſal of this notable Piece, I could — 
<« with extraordinary Attention and Su 
* remark that Part of it which he ms 
*© True State of bis Caſe; and as I am, perhaps, 
the Only Penſon capable of detecting the Fai 
*© boods and Prevarications contained therein, I 
think myſelf obliged to give ſome Anſwer to 
«c, it. * 
Fo ſet forth a juſt Repreſentation of his 
* Caſe, 1 ——— — it over again z 
but this I at preſent forbear, being convinced, 
chat a Lau- Caſe, ſtated in all its Circum- 
& ſtances, and clear d, as Truib requires, from 
all the Fucus of Oratory, would in 
5 | dry 


” OKF_ "TT... Pp r 


* 
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e dry, and unprofitable to the Reader. Nor 
am yet ſenſible, that Mr. Budget is of Im- 
e portance enough to intereſt the World in his 
e private Affairs. 1 have been inform'd, in- 
<« deed, that he has endeavour'd to take him- 
e ſelf conſiderable at Court: But his Behaviour 
« was ſo far from anſwering his Aim, that he 
<& drew on himſelf the Imputation of a Diſorder ; 
« which, if true, would be the be Apology he 
can make for his Deviation from Truth. : 
„ PerHnaps then it may be ſufficient at this 
*© Time to declare, That All the Facts contain'd 
in his Caſe (on which he founds the [muries he 
*© ſo highly complains of) are either utterly falſe, 
** or ſo gloſs'd and miſrepreſented, as to bear little 


Relation to Truth. There cannot be a more 


% flagrant Inſtance of his lender Regard to Vera- 
city and Honour, than that falſe and malicious 
* Taſinuation of my being aſſiſted by ſome rich and 
** powerful Perſon (whom he frequently ftiles 
his Majeſty's Hero) to ruin bim. Whoever is 
meant by this Sarcaſtical Title, is not my Bu- 
** ſineſs to determine, though the Conjefure is 
** eaſy ; but I declare the Juſtice of ny Cauſe is 


q ny only Support. 


** Trwis General Reply to Mr. Budgell's va- 
% frious Charges, is more, perhaps, than the 
* World is concern'd to know ; the particular 
* Circumſtances of which (if his Obſtinacy 
* makes it requiſite) will be beſt ſubmitted to a 
Court of  Fudicature to decide. But if this 
** .Genileman's Infatuation ſhould fo far delude 


his Judement, as to prompt him to call on 


** me fora Proof of Particulars, I ſhall then be 
** obliged to ſhew him to the Werl in his pro- 


per 
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per Colouring; in which I ſhall obſerve a Con- 
duct contrary to his, as believing Juſtice is 
better diſtingui ſh'd b by the Simplicity of Truth, 


than Oratorical Embelliſhments. 
In the mean Time, Sir, I deſire you would 
give this Letter a Place in your Paper; and 
that Mr. Budgell may know it comes from one 
<< who ſcorns to ſtab in the Dark, or aſſert what 


he is not able and ready to make good, I 


„ ſhall conquer my Averſion to appearing in 
FHublict, and ſubſcribe my Name, 


N. Cadbury, May WILLIAM Prens, 
* 5 


I sHouLD have taken no Notice of this Let- 99 


ter, had not I been told by that excellent Per- 
ſon, the late Earl of Orrery, who did me the 


Honour to call himſelf m Friend, That though 
I was in the Right to defviſe the common Herd 
of Scribblers, who never put their Names to 
what they wrote, and who were well known to 


be hired and paid for publiſhing Falſhoods, and 8 
the moſt valuable Men; yet that he 


thought the Caſe was very different, when an an- 
cient Clergyman appeared againſt me with ſo much 
ſeeming — and ſet his Name to what 
he aſſerted. His Lordſhip was pleaſed to add, 
That though he was himſelf fully ſatisfied how 
_ I had been injured, yet that he.could wiſh 

tation-ſtood as clear as poſſible with the | 
Publ lick. 


———— — 4 


Day to do my Country a ſubſtantial Piece of 
Service; and that he believed my greateſt Ene- 
be ENG would hardly have the 

Aſurante 


% 
*. 
» & * 
* 
NS. 
9 6 
” 


2 © lows in Anfwer to it. 
F< ficion in the Markemaricks, that this 


A moſt e wary Stile, and Wa, of a Wri ting. | 


I + read the Letrer F art ſpeak 
immediately fee in whoſe 


** fable: Piece was plainly ores: up 5. be 
„ preſently perceive — wir" 99 5950 


Mr. Pillinm Piers, do | 
*© he is the furtheſt in the World from an toe 


f 
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race töõ proſecute ma for a Label. Theke 
cortingg frotir ſo great arid wiſe a N 

determined me to, publifff the e 

to che preceding Letter. hr ayer 


| wur Auth of Pg bu 
i 2 IR, 

VE, 

under ſone B 


renal Accounts, ** 
bt, whether I ſkould take 
* any Notice of a Letter fi William Piers, 
* of which I ant che Subject, and which was 
12 about teh Days ſince in ſeveral 
*© News-P 


OF art at OM defect to W fol: 


* Ent at ſatisfied, as of any one Pro 


vas not cbtripofed by the Revetend Mr. Wi. 
* Ham Pitrs, who is felt Clergy, and 
Rector of My Cadbury in Somer/elfhive, I 
* know that Gentleman perfectiy well; "ind 

many other People, do very well know his 


© Let ariy Man, who has but commoti 
of, and he wil 
len e theo: 


* arid — conſequently be ſatisfied from What, 


uarter this Epiſtle did moſt 
| So though all who know the be 
very welt know tha 


*©tremely 
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« . I ſhall ſay ſomething to a 
4 Letter to which I do believe he has permitted 
2 bis Name to be tacked. 

4 I is certain I have had the Misfortune to 
be engaged in ſeveral Law-Suits, which have 
been commenced and-carried on me in 
* the Name of this Gentleman; it Is as certain, 
* i; chat I have done all a Man could do ; that I 

notion cnyy Thing. « Man could offer, 
<< "who loved Peace, and would avoid vexatious 


Suits, 9 
| „nen ral Diſpute between this Gen- 1 
tleman an is for a ſmall Copyhold 


« Fftate. Our Titles de upon one plain 
= 228 wank acer Be 5 
ve co I have even 
2er Ua, der T have t lay our re- 
1 Titles beforg fome learned and indif- 
s t Counſel, and be finally determined by 
& his or their Opinion. I do now y make 
6 hits the Gino Rape; I conjure him, as he 
« is a-Chriſtian, and a Clergyman, to comply 4 
6” © £6 hi Propodal I hope I may call it 2 
* fair and an bong one. 
I am of Opinion, that the Title to an 
«. Eftate, d upon one unconteſted Fact, 
4 ae more likely to be fairly determined 
one. or two eminent Counſel, at their 
Chambers, who. can take what Time and what 
« ip 1 they pleaſe, than by a Publick 
71al. 1 
nav heard, that at a Publick Trial, A 
«the Treachery or Carcleſſacſsof one Attorney, | 
«<"the Knavery of another, a biaſſed Jux v, or 
* e, elſe which 1 could name, have of- 
1 


w 0.0 — 
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© ten oificedd the Loſs of the juſteft Cauſe, 
© nd the Deſtruction of the. moſt innocent 


«c Man. 
&« Te Mr. Piers, as he has hitherto Fry re- 


* fuſes to comply with the Offer I make him, T 
© muſt ſubmit it to the Publick, whether it is 

, probable, that an infirm and ancient Clergy- 

* man, who lives in Somerſetſbire, who has no 
6 viſible Income upon Earth but a Parſonage, 
„ who grew old in a College, who left it not 
many Years fince, and was at that Time 
= ©* notoriouſly known to be deeply in Debt; I fay, 
5 0 I muſt nt it to the Publick, whether any 
J. 8 Man 4 in theſe Circumſtances would chuſe-ra 
25 engage in, and to multiply Law -Suits in an 
* uncommon Way, if he was nat ſupported i un 
* uncommon Manner. 
** Txx Reader may ſee a true State of he Coe 
— _ me, — Ap ; 
x ix to m ter to the King Sparta 5 
and _— — to _ im, that = 
worth being peruſed by an on who has 

FA. the leaft Notion cher of Lan of Equity, 
or SE Common —— | io 

HE Atto firſt employed againſt me, 
in theſe — Mr. Bower of Somer _ 5. 
and when I have named the Man, I believe 
chere is not one Gentleman in that County 
| * who will not allow him to have been a pro- 
. Per een for the Work he was 7 


4 A Serin An of an excellent 


ment and Underſtanding, and of as c 
Reputation as any at the Bar, was 2 Witneſs 


ev WW Wy + Fr Ry oo ks < 


D 2 of 


« againſt mc, abſalumly refuſed to be imployed 


Se Lira and Pior zx. 
Sof the Offers I made to this Man, to prevent 


5.2 Law-Suit, and how theſe Offers were re- 


« ceived. 
oF A. CERPAIN Alone, refiding in Town, 
* "22d em. fram his Reher iaur, I muſt call a 
% Gentlemas,) When be was let inte the Nature 

<<. of chis Caulſe,: and: deſired to carry it on 


« dic. Another was at lak found, nat quite 
< fo ſcrupulous, and Mr. Piers has had great 
. Succeſs in all his: Proceedings againſt me. 
« He is at preſent in Poſſeſſion of two of my 
** Eſtates 3. to which. I think he has no more 
© Right than any-Perſan who reads this. I was 
©* adyiſed to bring a Hu of Error in the Hauſe 
„ of; Lords, 1 — his tak ing Paſſeſſim of 
one of theſe when he had obtained 
a Verdict againſt me without entering into 
2 the Merus of the Cauſe, and hy what, I think, 
42 may juſtly call a meer Triab. Upon this 
* Writ of Error I was condemned to pay, and 
4 he has received ſuch Coſts, as, I am aſſured, 


"Vere never given, till that Day, upon a Writ F 


© of Error in the Houſe of Lords fince Eng- Ky 


© 


barely to mention a plain Fa# cannot poſſibly 
gie Offence: L did, and do ſubmit to the 
<<, dentence of that moſt high and ; honourable 
Gurt with the utmoſt — and Refig- 
2 My Enemies have at laſt — 'Y 
* me in a Priſon, and taken ſuch Metheds, i 
4 — my Conſinement, to compleat my Ruin, 
N 80 were ſcarce ever heard of be- 


40 
** fore 


2 604 was England. I humbly truſt, that ln 


"= 5 
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Ix ſeems Mony is the Sinews of Law, as 
4 well as of — I am: r Mr. Piers, 
© however it happens, can a to ſpend one 
e hundred Pounds better than I can twenty 
„ Shilling: I am ſenſible, chat though I be- 
<< lieve he is not perſonally acquainted with ten 
People in Town, he has much more active 
% Friends than any I am bleſſed with, In 4 
* Word, I am convinced, that at ibis Time it 
* is to no Manner of Purpoſe for me to contend 
N m_ him. — * 

I vourd, however, humbly deſire him to 
W © -xemember, That People have Lo into the Poſ- 
= << ſeſſion of Eſtates, which they have after- 
= <<. wards been. obliged to give up again. I 
have heard of a Pair of boxeft Brothers, (and 


I am forry to ſay one of them was a Clergy- 
L Mind to tale dr Be 


2 man) | 


; 3 Jinture from her. In order to this, they put 


* themſelves in Mourning, went down to the 


„ Tenant, aſſured him their ancient Mother 


4 was dead and buried, - took Poſleſſion of the 


<A | 1 Eſtate, agd ſigned a Leaſe to the Tenant in 
„ cheir own Names, The Conſequence of this 


vas, That their poor old Mother muſt actually 
= © have ftarved, if ſhe had not made a Shift to 
prove ſhe was not dead, and if her Son, by a 
* ſecond Huſband, had not aſſiſted her to reco- 
ver her Eſtate out of their Hands. 


= < Howvzx monſtrous, however incredible, 


b | ©. this Story may appear I fancy, if I am 
1 put upon the Proof of oy 9 prove it be- 
W 2! I — ible, that the Le ſigned 
] Ix is very poſſible, that cter 3 
W ilian Piers is printed to tempt me to ſay 
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_ © ſamething that might draw down the Diſ- 
<*. pleaſure of the - moſt Honourable Coùrt in 
Ge „ Great Britain upon me, or, at leaſt, ſubje& me 
© toan Information in the Crown-Office. | 
„TRE of Sparta and his Brother Ul- 
& rick may find, that though I dare not ſay all 
« IT could, I ſhall fay ſomething on ſuch Occa- 
* 1 lions, and that the Law of England muſt be 
not a little ſtrain'd, to make the f 
© Defence of an unhappy Man Criminal. 
BELIEVE thoſe Prople who thought ins: 
we * for their own Security, to have it be- 
< lieved I was mad and diſtrated, were in ſome. 
Hopes that they had really done enough to 
have diſturbed my Reaſon; if it ĩs not diſ- 
© turbed, (and whether it „ or not, ſome of the 
* beſt and greateſt Men in England can at pre- 
< ſent teſtify,) I muſt, and do impute it to 4 
particular Protection of Providence. May 
<. not one of my Fellow- Subjects, who reads dis 
* (though he has a much larger Eſtate, and a 
* much ſtronger Head than I was bleſſed with,) 
<< ever experience what it is to have nine or ten 
Law - Suits ſpirited up, and carried on againſt 
*© him at once; and to ſee that the Attorneys 
* '* employ d to torment him, though their pre- 
* tended Clients have ſpent their Fortunes, and 
_ are little better than Beggars, never want Mo- 
ney to proceed ; and that, touſe their own Ex 
hol s they play all the Play. May none 
4 of my Fellow - Subjects experience, as I have 
done, the dark and borrid Methods which 
bz: „ Mar? in Power will ſometimes take, to gratify 
& either their mean | Fealouſf les, or their private 


©* Revenge. 


© Trhave 
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I navs at preſent little left to loſe but my 
& Life: Some of my Friends are firmly of Opi- 
nion, That ſeveral uncommon Attempts have 
been lately made to deprive me even of that, 
** * I confeſs, — av to think myſelf; 
yet thus much I cannot help ſaying, That I 
** do. believe all Mankind would allow, that 
* . {ome certain Circumſtances, if they knew them, 
* are a little odd. 
I nor I am not more afraid than other 
= Nen are to meet Death. Thus — —.— 
| and Fellow · Subjects —_— 
1 f I die in Confinement, dall kae leave 
J 5 fy wal, Memoirs behind me; and that if I live 
do ſee the Day when I am ſure that Truth and 
„Plain Matters of Fat will not be call'd a Li- 
7 5 bel, (as I think they ought not to be called in 
= a free Nation,) Wo ſome Things to acquaint 
* + _ with which are y well worth 


eir knowing. 
Jam, Sir, your bumble Servant, 
1 une the 26th. E. BubonLL., 


Tuts Letter produced another from Mr. Piers; 
End I ſhall, without farther Ceremony, lay before 

y Readers both his Letters and mine, in the 
1 5 were publiſhed in the News- 


To 
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To the au- of the bur c 
BIR, r 
FTER the  Provocations 


gien me by Mr. Budgett in his Let- 
40 —— — c. I was in hopes, che gen 
© teel and cautious Anſwer I gave Him, would 


have induced him to make me, at laſt, a pri-. 
vate Acknowledg ment for the publick Wrongs 
** he has offered to my Character; a prudent i 


*©. Regard to his own would have wrought this 
<« Diſpoition in him. But I find ehis Gentle- 
** man's reſtleſs Spirit ſo much over powers his 


from my dif ere Projects 


* to rob me of m 


. In the State If his Caſe, (to which he again bY | 


& refers. his Readers,) Mr. Budgell has been 
<< pleaſed to aſſert, RI 


<« Fact that I have been ſo more than thi 
* Years before our Con commenced. I 
< beg Leave to ask, in this Place, what kind of 
*© In ion muſt poſſeſs the Man, who could 
hope to reap Advantage from ſuch a Falfity, 

in which he was ſure to be eaſily detected? 

* Taz Diſpute (and as this Gen 

© the on Dil pute) between us is for a Copy- 
hold * which (as I have made it 
appear) by — gave any valuable Conſide- 
ration, 


udgment, that he will not ſuffer me to con- 
<< deal from the World the Badneſs of his Na- 7 
„ture; which will but too evidently appear 


* - 
PI — — A Fj af 3 


, 
A ==&x« a aw 


<- Som living of Mr. Fo. Piers, deceas'd, late of \W 
« Denton in , ordſbire ; though it is a notorious 5 


tleman fays, | ; 
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5 ration, no, not one ſingle Penny. The Whole 

of his pretended Title ſtands thus: When my 
* elder Brother made over to him ſome other 
* Eſtates, Mr. Budgell intreated, in a particular 
% Manner, that This alſo might be thrown 

into the Deed of Purchaſe; My Brother de- 
** murred upon this Requeſt, knowing. the Le- 
* nure of it ſuch as he could not grant. To 
| 1 * Mr. Budgell urged this notable Perſua- 
">: _-- 

Mr. Piers, Let this alſo be thrown into the 
* Writings, with all the other Eſtates, ſince if 

** you have no Right to ii, then you give me no- 
«© thing; and. if you have, 'tis a Gift I ſhall be 
7 vie to you for. Behold a new and artful 
Manner, unknown to gur Laws, of purchaſing 
Eſtates! 

Dip 1 want the Determination of our 

** Courts of Equity to do me Juſtice, I ſhould 
net fear in ſo plain a Caſe, to appeal even to 

* Mr. Bydpell's Roms of Juſtice, the People 2 

Nor ſhould I think I had Occaſion to make uſe 
* of his cajoling Arts to bribe their You. 
- *© In Contradiction to what Mr. Bu 


We < baſely publiſhed in his Caſe, I have * 


» Nor from the Reverend Maſter and Society 
T © of St, 2 s College, Cambridge, to aver, That 
they never nh either by themſelves, or their 
* Council, aſſure or declare to Mr. Budgell, 
that his — 1 K or Ts in Op to 
mine, So far were they — 
X „ this, that ey prof declined: entering, 
* one way or r, into the Merits of the 
** Cauſe. But upon Mr. Buagell's reiterated 
by Sallicitations to be admitted their Tenant to 


'E the 


co 


/ 
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e the Eſtate in Conteſt, when a Diſpute aroſe 
« among them in Regard to the Prejudices that 
ex might accrue to my Right by admitting an- 
&* other Perſon to the ſame Eſtate, Mr. Budgell 
* accoſted them over and over with this moſt em- 
£ phatical Speech. 
© Gentlemen! I give you þ much (751. ) to pur- 
4 cbaſ? a Lnw-Suit, «hich T cannot obtain till [ am 
& admitted. This is the Gentleman who boaſts 
< he has offered every Thing a Man could offer, 
_ © who loved Peace, and would avoid vexatious 
60 Sie This Gentleman, who purchaſed an 
Eſtate without Money, and laid out à round 
Sum upon a Law- Sui! 
I covrp mention ſeveral more Circum- 
> | e in this, and other Caſes equally de- 


« clarative of this Gentleman's Honour and 1 


ce Conſcience ; but I ſhall be glad if theſe ma 
de thought ſufficient to Julkify my Proceed. 
& ings, and fave me from the hateful Character 


„ of a litigious Man: Unjuft as Mr. Budeell 1 


© has been to me, I have no Pleaſure in expo- 
* ſing him : I would not 'add Weight to his 

Afflictions, nor triumph over him in his Miſe- 

* ries: And could I have vindicated my ſelf by 
© any other Methods, I would have ſhown him 

© the Extent of 3 Charity in hiding his Faults 

from the Wor 

Ir in my former Letter I toych'd upon the 


b. Imputation of Madneſs, thrown upon this 


2 Gentleman, I declared I had no Intention to 
« inſult him; I mentioned it, but as it appeared 
to: me the be Excuſe for a bad CondufF : He 
ba wronged me, cruel! me, by intima- 
0 that T was ehe by @ Great Man's 
w* Purſe 
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« Parſe-to ruin him. I ſcorn the vile Accuſa- 
* tion of being the Inſtrument of any Man's 
+ Ruin, even of Him, who has been the greateſt 
Plague of my Life. | 
„Terry Mr: Budgell, who could ſtoop ſo 


© much below the Character of a Gentleman, 


<< to tell the World, I left the College deeply in 
Debt; and that I have no viſible Income upon 
« Earth but a Parſonage; and from thence he 
<< infers the Improbability of my being able to 
carry on Law-Suits upon my own om. 
What my Circumſtances where when I left the 
<< College, or what they are now, concerns not 
the World to know; nor does it become him 


| © to publiſh ſuch wretched Stuff. I ſhall only 


inform him, there is ſuch an Art as Economy; 


by the Help of which a Man may be enabled, 


upon a moderate Income, to better his Condi- 
tion, and maintain his juſt Rights againſt 
<*© baſe inſolent Invaders. I thank God I am 
thus far enabled; nor have I, nor ſeek I the 
Aſſiſtance of any Man's Countenance or For- 

repreſent 


„ Passrve as Mr. Budeell woult/ 


t me, I do not think my {elf oblig d to be ſo, 


*© whilſt he raviſhes from me and my Family 
bs = — But to endeavour to —— the 
** World that I have paſſively permitted my 
** Name to be put — — ro 
draw him into ruinous Snares, is a Falſity and 
**. Baſeneſs which I have Temper enough to paſs 
over with a proper Contempt. | | 


** I x xow not what Mr: Budgell means by his 
** pompous and pathetic Harangue about the 
Combinations of Men in Power to 9 
a 2 1 * his 


36. LiBertTY and PropeRTY. 
* 
his Fortune, Liberty and Life. Why is all this 
Jargon addreſſed to me? I have nothing to 
do with great Men; and I wiſh I had nothing 
to do with him. It he has offended ſuch 
©* Perſons, or they, him, ----what is that to me? 
** Iam no Party in their Quarrel. Let Mr. 
_ © Budgell do me ſtrict Juſtice, and I'll engage 
to ſhew him all the Candour and Tenderneſs 
** that can be due to him from me, as a Chriſtian 
** and aClergyman: He needs no ſoftening Arts 
to bring me to this Temper ; it is my natural 
Inclination, and my Deſire to exert it. 
Suk ELY Mr. Budgell would perſuade us he 


is a terrible Man, and one of vaſt Importance, 


*© when he intimates that the Great and Mighty 

are leagued together to compleat bis Deſtruction; 
and that even the higheſt Courts of Fudicature 
© are influenced in their Determinations to this 


* Purpoſe. Really, to me (who know nothing 
D of his Concerns with ſuch powerful Enemies, 
and who am only contending with him for a 


* common Point of Right) thele Things favour | 


** of Madneſs; and I think my ſelf charitable 
in ſuchan Imputation: In this View, I can re- 
** gard him with Concern and Pity. But if he 
* diſclaims, and grows offended at my Charity, 
he will force me to change this mild Cenſure 
** for one of a much more ſevere Nature. 
Wu Juſtice: gives her Sentence againſt 
**;;any;\ Invader of another's Property. ſuch a 
one, to ſcreen the Badneſs of his Cauſe, is 
apt to inveigh againſt the Treachery and Kna- 
very of Lawyers, biaſs d Furies, &c. I am 
©* ſorry. to ſee the ingemous Mr. Budgell reduced 
** to take up with ſuch trite Common-place 
| Cant, 


rere 
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* Cant, which deſerves no Anſwer. Though - 
he ſays there is ſomething elſe which he could 
name. What that dark, myſterious, Some- 
thing may be, I am not anxious to know. 
That, perhaps, is reſerved for the Subject of 
© thoſe choice Memoirs with which he threatens 
* the World. 
Ts trifling, tis vile, to endeavour to force 
* a Belief upon Mankind, that my Letter was 
* drawn up in Vindication of ſome other Perſon. 
* Whom he means by that other Perſon, is eaſy 
to conjecture, from the many Inuendo's he 
has thrown out. If theſe are the Arts by 
F< which Mr. Budgell labours to win the World 
do eſpouſe his Cauſe, may he ſucceed as Truth 
7 © befriends him. But if he is falſe in other his 
15 * muſt believe him the moſt unjuſt Man alive, 
and leaſt deſerving the Compaſſion his Cir- 
cumſtances ſeem to claim: For I ſolemnly 
proteſt to him, and the World, (if they are 
6 —— to read our Diſpute,) I write for no 
body but my ſelf; I am ſeeking no Man's 
x Vindication but my own; and I am ſorry he 
has laid me under a Neceſſity of doing it in ſo 
= publick a Manner. | 
= © Ichuſe to paſs unregarded all Reflections, 
* or Hints of an invidious Nature, foreign to 
the Diſpute between us. Innocence is not apt 
to take Offence at thoſe wretched Artifices 
which Men of low Minds are forced into, 
either through the Impetuoſity of an ungovern- 
able Rancour, or in order to amuſe Mankind, 
and divert them from inſpecting roo cloſely 
into a weak and wicked Cauſe, I can ſmile- 


40 at 
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* defamatory Inſinuations, as he is in this, I 
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at the harmleſs Darts of Malice; and even 
* grieve for the miſerable Archer, when I ſee 
them recoil and wound his own Breaſt. 
* Hz judges right, when he repreſents me 
* unfit to perform an active Part in Life; (tho 
„ hope I may be allowed to aim at a ſincere 
and honeſt one; ) nor Years, nor Inclination 
2 ſerve me for that Purpoſe. Old and infirm 
as I am, I would ſpend the Remainder of my 
** Days in religious Peace. In return therefore 
it dh pathetick Strain, I conjure Mr. Budge!!, 
* as he would be thought a Gentleman and a 
* « Chriſtian at laſt to ſubmit to Juſtice, and end 
our Strife. That once done, I promiſe him to 
4E for a happy Concluſion to All his Trou- 
x for his Peace and Proſperity in all ut i 
** Undertakings ; and aſſure him, he never more 
<* ſhall be diſturbed by his and 


Buer bumble Servant, F 


North Cadbury, Wu. PIII. 
July 12. 1731. | | 7 
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To the Author of Foc's Journal. 


SIX, 
1 Entreat you to lay before the Publick the 


following Reply to a Letter publiſhed laſt 
Thurſday Even nights in the Daily Courant. 


N my Anſwer ( publiſhed in your Journal ) 
to the firſt Letter ſign d William Piers, 
which appeared in our News-Papers, I affirm- 
ed, that I long ſince offered every Thing a 
Man could offer, who loved Peace, and would 
avoid thoſe oppreſſive and vexationg,Suits which 


have been carried on againſt me in this Gen- 


tleman's Name. I publickly offered him once 
more, to refer the Diſpute bernren us to-any 


q 1 Learned and indifferent Counſel, and conjured 


him to accept of ſo fair a Pr 
« Mr. Piers, (or he that writes for bim,) in 
his long Reply to me, which fills three. whole 
Columns in the Daily Courant, ſays notbing to 
all this: He 8 gives thekaf, Reaſon oby 
ne will not comply with my hongſt * 
nor vouchſafes to take any Manner of 
of it. His moſt remarkable Silence on SE Head, 
muſt ſurely give all ob/erving Readers a full 
Notion of the Completion of þ of his Cauſe. 
** SOMETHING he was obliged to ſay: Let 
us ſee what he does ſay. 
* Havixs obſerved, in the firſt Paragraph 
of his Letter, that I will not ſuffer bim to con- 
ceal from the World the Badneſs of my Nature, 
he immediately proceeds to w it in the fol- 
lowing Words: 
* IN the State of his Caſe, (io which be * 
bis Readers, Mr. Budgell has been pleaſed ß 
66 afert, 


* 
1 
8 
1 
: 
's 
: 


man in Holy Orders, that the "ey firſt Fall 


* ſert, in the State of — 2 chat Mr. Wi" 


«© State of my Caſe, in the 


F tion muſt Pole j the Man who could hope to reap 
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" 


% afſert, That J am not the youngeſt Son living f 

** of Mr. 7. Piers decgaſed, late of Denton in 

*© Oxfordſbires, though it is a notorious Fact, that x, 

I bave bets ſo more than thirty Years yok our | 

* Contfaverſy wes oY T beg Leave to ant, in 
1 — Pe ob . of Infatudtion muſt po/- i 

eſs ibe Man who coutd bope to reap Advantage 

4 « From ſuch a Falſity, af Which be 2 ſure to be 

| eaſily detected „ 4 * 

20 7 4 ſorry, heartily ſorry, to tell 2255 5 


** he affirms im his Letter, the Fact of which he 
aſſires his Readers, and wes upon in 6 
folemn a Manner, is a, moſt notorigu; a | 3 

* moſt flagram Falſhood. 4 do no where 2 ; 


<* liam Piers ir "nat 7 

bis deceaſed Father MF". he 

lite it: On the Frag 

** {till do, moſt rally ak 

9 join Iſſie with Mr. ein EE Fug | 

and am content, chat ih oy 2 Credit with | * 

<* my Readers ſhall fand or fall upon this ſingle i 

% Point. Eiche Mr. Piers, ale. do certathly 
* aſſert a moſt, meful Faiſboott; ind which of 
us does fo, every Man in England may be ſa- 

<< tisfied who will but give himiſelf the 


(ow 


. © to read over the Hort, but moſt remarkable 


endix to m 
to the King of Sparta. 'Mr. Ne (or 
% Mr. Walſingbam, who may write for 
« him) call this obſerving that Simplitity of Truth 

which be promiſes to uſe in highfr/ Litter ? 
Have I not à juſt Right to turn his own 
Words upon him ? viz. What kind of Infatua- 


R A K 


Advantage 


- 
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* Advantage from ſuch a Falſity, in which he was 
« are to bs eaſily detected? — | 
TI Reverend Mr. William" Piers pretends, 
<« that he appears in Print to Juſtify his Cha- 
rater and Reputation: In my Anſwer to his 
e Letter, ſpeaking of thoſe Tricks by which 
be has got into the Poſſeſſion of two of m 
* Eſtates, I uſe the following moſt remarkab 
«© Words:. © 
& T world, however, humbly deſire bim to re- 
* member, that People have got into Poſſeſſion of 
* Eſtates, which theyhave afterwards been obliged 
© to give up again. I have heard of a Pair of 
bone Brothers, (and I am ſorry to ſay one of 
I © them 40as a Clergyman,) who had a Mind to take 
© IR << their Mother's Fointure from her. In order to 
“ this, they put themſelves in Mourning, went 
r“ down to the Tenant. aſſured him their ancient 
{© Mother was dead and buried, took Poſſeſſion of 
BE << the Eftate, and figned a Leaſe to the Tenaut in 
“ their own'Names. The Conſequence of this was, 
„ that their poor old Mother muſt” actually have 
-þ 8 /arved, if ſhe had not made a'Shift to prove ſhe 
das nat dead, and if ber Son by a Second Huſ- 
„ band bad not affifted ber to recover her Eſtate 
out of their Hands, However monſtrous, -how- 
aver incrediblethis Story may appear, yet I fancy, 
* if T am put upon the Proof of it, I can prove it 
* beyond all Contradiction. | 255 
Ix the preceding Paragraph I ſtrongly inti- 
mate, that a certain Clergyman had been guilty 
of an Action which no body can hear without 
dhe utmoſt Horror. How many Wretches do 
almoſt daily ſuffer an ignominious Death for a 
es Crime? What innocent Man, who was 
{ e F ** defending 
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« defending his Character, would not, at leaſt, ⁵⁶ 
have asked, How does this borrid Paragraph * 
relate to me? Mr. Piers, in his long Epiſtle, 
does not once touch upon it, but (for Reaſons 
© beſt known to bimſelf) preſerves a moſt pro 
* found and amazing Silence on this Head, I * 
<< enter upon it with great ReluFance, when I 
* conſider the divine Character this Gentleman is 
<< veſted with; but ſince I have not Time to de- 
50 tect all thoſe Falſboods I find him capable of ⁵⁶ 
<< aſſerting, I muſt humbly entreat him to give a 
<< plain and direct Anſwer to the following Que- 
_*© ries, When he anſwers theſe Queries, I be- 
<< lieve, the Publick will ſoon be convinced 
** whereabouts Juſtice lies; and whether they 
© ought to credit Mr. Piers, or me, whenever 
<< wediffer about Matters of Fat. 9 
Quere 1. Ir Mr. Piers only relies on the 
* Juſtice of his Cauſe, and not on ſome Things | 
** which he knows I dare not name, why will hne 
not ſubmit the Diſpute between us to be de- 
s termined by any eminent and indifferent Coun- 
„ cil learned in the Law? 1 
2. Was not the very Eſtate in Diſpure 
between us his Mother's Fointure ? and did 
not he and his eldeſt Brother, J. Piers, of Br 
„Denton, go down to the Tenant, by Name 
©. Robert Pazey, and aſſure him their Mother was 
Acad, though ſhe was really living? 
2; 3: *.Did they not actually take Poſſeſ- 
<< ſion of the Eſtate, and perſuade the Tenant to 
*© accept of a Leaſe from them, which they both ñ 
C; ſigned ? 3 
4. Wu r ſhould Mr. William Piers per- 
© ſaade his eldeſt Brother, from whom I pur- 
| | | „ chaſed, i 


* 


wh os nge 
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= © chaſed, to ſign a Leaſe to the Tenant, if he 
thought his ſaid Brother had no Right to this 
= 25 5 1 his old Moth ood 
5 5. MvusT not his ther, 2 
onan, have wanted Bread, if her Son By her 
Second Husband, the Reverend Mr. Cade, -a 
I << worthy Clergyman ſtill living, had not ns hs 
Care of her, and forc'd the two Mr. Pters's to 
“ reſtore her Eſtate ? 
26. Can Mr. Piers bly except to 
Mr. Cade's Evidence, in relation to the ſeveral 
Matters contained in the four laſt Queries? 
IRIE, I never ſaw Mr. Cade above 
twice or thrice in my Life; but I am aſſured, 
: Y . he has the Character of a moſt worthy, boneſt, 
* 6 plain Man, who edified his Pariſhioners more 
"F< by the filial Love and Reſpect he ſhewed to his 
” a Mother, than ſome Clergymen do by an hun- 
"&* dred Sermons. All who know him are fully 

=F* ſatisfied, that Nothing but the Force of 7. ruth 
could oblige him to aſſert Facts ſo much to the 
— of his Brother, and a Man of his own 
SH Yr ; 

[x Mr, Piers will vouchſafe to anſwer the 
ſeveral Queries above, I am ſure, the World 
will ſoon have a proper Notion, both of Bim, 
and the Motives he acts upon; and, that I need 
not detect all the . wa advanced in his 
Letter. Can an of common Senſe be- 
lieve what he (hes: vours to prove, namely, 
that I purchaſed the Reverſion of his Bro- 
ther's Eſtate, without paying a ſingle Penny 
for it? When his Brother had ſhewn me his 
unhappy Circumſtances, and me, for 
above a Twelve- month together, to y the Re- 
TS; verſion 


. 


Q 
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60 8 of his Eſtate, I paid him 800 J. for it 
at one Time, as may appear by the Purchaſe 
5 Deeds: I likewiſe forgave him Terk Sum of 
Money, which I had lent him before in hi: 
%Neceſſities, and reckoned him Nothing for al! 
the Pains, and many long Journeys I was 
** -obliged to take, .in order to ſettle. his Affairs. % 
I may fafely affirm, and he himſelf has own- Þ 
“ed in twenty Letters, that I preſerved him 43 N 
* from utter Ruin. How I have pat requited 
by this boneft Pair of Brothers, by what Per. 3 
- « ſons and with what Views the fore . Jup- © 9 
2222 1.3 encouraged to multiply and carry 
* on Law -Suits 22 me, 1s try notorious || 
5 toa great many People, and pg fun wah, I ſhall * 
% now enter into. I | 
« RY 2 this Purchaſe has proved to me 7 
the dearęſt Purchaſe any one ud 
ever made of ſo ru 4 1 . Engle f 
VIII. not trouble the Reader with de. 4 
© tecting at large a mean Falſhood in that Part of 
Nr. Pierss Letter, where he mentions the Maf- .-. 
ter and Society of St. Jab c This 
learned SOCKET has no 209 $i Intereſt in Wi 
the Diſpute between me and Mr Hier) "bs K| 1 
&* . was not their Bufincſ, to e t 1 
T ſelves, or their Council, that my {One by (ie gopd, i 
& neither do I any where aſſert that they did. 
* They admitted me their Tenant; hahn is no 
< more than they were in 1 2 obliged to do; i 
* yet I myſt acknowled ge, I was received and 4 
4 treated in ſo genteel a Inde by the chief 
* Members of the learned Society, that I ſhall © 
think my ſelf obliged to ſerve their College, 
N if e ever it happens to lie in my Way. I migin 


en 3 
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4 4% very well tell them, 1 bad guerchqſed a Lau- 
„ Suit; 1 might have ſaid half a dezew Low 
© 00 * Suits, of 9 wif nn AL; | "io 
i © I wwsT make à ſhort Remark on the Lan. 
8 <* guage with which Mr. Piers (or his Secretary? 
* — The ſeyeral Epithets of hat, 
ro. vile, inſolent, &c. which he ſo freely confers 
upon me, ſeldom become che Pen of à Gen. 

% deman, much lets de they! agree with chat 
„ amighle Humility which always appears ana 
EF © god Clergyman, . Sion n 
5 * THERE are likewiſe particular Reaſons, 
why theſe Words are not quite ſo decent 
from Mr. Piers to me. His #ife was my 
"XK © Aunt's Servant many Years, and lived in my 
“ Father's Family. The Money ſhe got in her 
Service, with a generous Legacy her Miſtreſs 
left her, did, I am told, ſerve to pay off ſome 
of Mr. Piers's moſt troubleſome Debts. In con- 
i © ſideration of her being a Servant in our Family, 
of I fold her an Annuity on my paternal Eſtate, | 
1f. 8 for two Tears Purchaſe leſs than ſhe muſt have 
given another Man. I ſhould- ſcorn to men- 


Pulteney. This Gentleman had as fair a Re- 
putation 


als = © tion theſe Particulgrs, if Mr. Piers aul his 
„ © Lady did not ſhew me they had ow fohgot 
„ chem, and if had not been draten fron 
„ me by ſuch hard Epithets as A48E, vii. 2; an 
rl. „ INSOLENT. D : 
__ ** I KAVE done with Mr. Pliers, but muſt ſay 
» ** a Word or two to thoſe who a/iſt him, and 
. 4 4 1 cull behind his Name. I cannot take it amiſs, 
1 „ that I am uſed in the ſame Manner with a 
1 Gentleman whoſe Abilities and Fortune are ſo 
8 ©: vaſtly ſuperior to mine ; ------ I mean Mr. 
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* putation as moſt Men in England; but he no 
ſooner attempted to do his poor Country a moſt 
«© ueceſſary and important Piece of Service, than, 
« in order to divert him from it, his private 
<< Charafter was attacked with the utmoſt Ma- 
& Jice. Thebeſtof it is, the whole World ſees 8 
through theſe Plots. I do aſſure the King of i 
& Sparta, they ſhall never ſucceed on me; and 
that, though I may make a hort Excurſion on 
my own Account, it ſhall never divert me 
from doing what, I hope, may be for the 


_ ©©. Good of my Country in general. . 
Jan, Sir, your moſt humble Servant, . 

4 XY 

E. BupGzLL. . 

1 * 


To the Author of Fog's Journal. - 0 4 1 
IR ; 


* OUR Paper is fo generally read, that 

1 if you pleaſe to publiſh the encloſed 

Letter, 7 | make no Doubt of its falling 
into the Hands of that Gentleman to whom 

© jtis directed. 

Jan, Sir, your moſt humble Servant, 


c 


E. BupOo ETI. 


To 
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4 To the Reverend Mr. William Piers, Rede- of 
3 North Cadbury in Somerſetſhire. 


SIE, 
| AVING, T be in my laſt Letter, 
- which was bliſhed in = Journal 
„on the Seventh inſtant, given a full Anſwer 
to the ſeveral Fass you were pleaſed to ad- 
„ vance; having detected you of aſſerting a 


* moſt flagr ant Falſhood, which you yourſelf 
tue to ** a Falſbood; and laſtly, having 
( propoſed to ou ſome certain Queries, to which 
3 * 
when you give a plain Anſwer, I believe the 
8 Publick n need be — longer troubled with our 

“ Controverſy, I ſhall in —— 7 
thing to chan ty of Religion which runs tkroug 
8 © 5 Epiſtle, and of which I have yet 
taken no notice. 
IO Leave to inform you, Sir, that we 
live in an obſerving, though in a very wicked 
Age; in an Age when People do not much 
mind Mens Words, when they ſee them con- 
tradifted by all their AFions; and. when the 
Vulgar, if they ſeea Man, who, while he talks 
of Heaven and Charity, ſticks at N othing to 
— Money and Preferment, are very apt to 
5 that ſuch a Man looks upon Religion on- 
ly — a Trade to acquire Riches, and does not 
"Y himſelf believe one Word of all the Sbries he 
FF tells. Give me Leave to lay before you the 
E * Part you have aFed, with relation to me. 
4 18 IcoxeRIvRp, at leaſt, that I was moſt 
3 . _ _ and oppretſed by a certain Per- 


| 4 , = ** /on ; 
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*© ſon; and that, to ſay nothing of Juice and 
Humanity, he had treated me with the ba/ef 
& Tngratitude.. I offered to make good this 


8 © Charge againſt him, before one or more of his 


| 
1 


* own beſt Friends. In order to drown "my if 
% Complaints, the Band of Mercenaries were im- 


* metliately-commanded to fall upon me. One 
daf their 4 Fellow who is notoriouſly known 


5 to receive a Weekly Salary (beſides particular 


* Sums on extraordinary Occaſions) for abuſing 
Mr. Pulteney, the late Lord Bolinbroke, and 


your humble Servant, had the Aſſurance to re. 


— me to the Publick, in a Pamphlet which 
wrote againſt me, under che worſt of Cha- 
<< racters, namely, that of a /itigious Man, who 


<<. Joyed- and fomented Law-Suits: In order to 


<< ſhew the Injuſtice of this Alperſion, to ſhew | 
in what Manner I had Law-Suits forced upon 


<< me, and was hunted through all the Courts, 


# 


X _ 4 "IF . * 
FIRED” VL abs ets oe. 


<< I thought proper, in my Letter to the King of 1 
<.. Sparta, to publiſh the Cafe between you and 
«. me. I co Rn Ges rn a have 
opened ſuch a Scene, as, I believe, would have 


made every Gentleman in England fart at the il 


. Sight of it it; but I only printed the Stato of 


<* my Caſe verbatim, as I had before given it 
into the moſt honourable Houſe of Lords: 
Fou are treated in that Cafe with the utmoſt 
Y Tenderneſs, as an ancient Clergyman, who 

<< poſſibly: might not know of all the Iyuftice 
e and Oppreſion that had been committed un- 


« der. your' Name. My Letter io the Ming of 


Sparta drew all the Mercenaries atreſh: — 
* me. L was attack d by Osborne, the Hyp- 


* Dotter, and Malſintcbam, with his Excellency 


Mr. 


* 
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and 
i i Dres at their Head. No Scar - 
e | — omitted, which they imagined” 


ok ſome Fnpradence, Ha- 
e moſt Po- 


* ple, whatever theſe Gentlemen had to 
„ ny w me, I find, Sir, you are at length com- 
wn manded to mount the or, at ſeaſt, to 


altow your Ne to be tack d to what Mr. 


ng 7 writes ſor Ir is certain that” 
nd | make your A 7 — little of the 
ay I believe it is no about cg Months 
* —— Letter to td King of Sparta was pub- 


and above three Tears fince that State 
Caſe was firſt printed, which gives you, 
TE ſo much Uneajineſs at 8 


* kat been ſo long Alem. . 
on your firſt Letter, which you — 
i both in the and Evening Poſh, 


= thought proper to deny, in 
= — in the State 
9 4 then you | 
a Infaruation en fo far died, 
Has on 85 10 prompts to'calt-ow' you for a 


— | 
as. e Tote fs deter diftingwifhed by the 
2 — ' 

2 — j to this terrible Centre. I &ill 
retro afſerr che — of my 
6. 6 pony which — thei vrt you 
? hat promiſe e 

33 
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* the World in my proper Colouring, and to 
*© diſtinguiſh Juſtice by the Simplicity of Truth. 
* . © Tax very firſt Step you made in this lauda- 
| ne Un bes As after having demurely expreſ- 
<* ſed a molt chriſtian-like Concern, that my Im- 
© prudence: would: not ſuffer you to. conceal from 
** the World the Badneſs of my Nature; I ſay, the 
very firſt Step you made after this pious Preface, 
« was to affirm a downright Falſbood; to affirm Wl 
a Fa# which you knew was falſe at the Time 
you affirmed it, and which every Man in Eng- 
_ we may ſee is falſe, who will but peruſe the 
State of my Caſe, in the Appendix to my Letter 
<< to the King of Sparta. 78 7. * 
„ Pakxpox me, Sir, if I am a little free 8 
** with you upon this Occaſion ; I am fully con- 
<<. vinced, that you are only made uſe of by 
** ſome People to divert me from executing a 
Deſign they ſuſpect I am upon, and which I 
have Reaſons to believe, gives them ſome Un- 
** eaſineſs. But this notable Plot ſhall not ſuc- 8 
*©.ceed, if I can help it, I do affure you, Sir, 
that till you can prove (which I defy you to 
do) that you have not knowingly and wilfully Wt 
** told the Publick a moſt flagrant Falſbood, and Bi 
till without any Shuffiing or Prevarication you 
give a diref? and full Anſwer to the fix Que- 
© ries I 3 to you in my laſt Letter, I WW 
** ſhall take but very little Notice of any Thing 
you can write againſt me, or of any Thing 
** publiſhed in your Name. 1 
** I am told (I do not aſſert it on my own 
Knowledge) that when you went down to 
„St. Zohn's College, to get yourſelf admitted 
to the Eſtate in Diſpute between us, you — 
ſure 


a 
7 


 ® -a Aa 
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( ſured the College, that you was your Father's 
© youngeſt Son at the Time of his Deceaſe ; and 
bad this Fa been true, your Title to this 
Ettate had been unqueſtionable; the Cuſtom 
of the Manor in which it lies being Burrougb 
_ £:z//. But, Sir, you very well know, that 


he when your Father died, you had two younger 
c, Brothers, Edward and Laud; your Father 
m purchaſed this little Eſtate, which was ſur- 


rendered to the Uſe of himſelf and his Wife, 
and the longeſt Liver, and afterwards to the 
== Uſe of his Heirs. . Upon his Deceaſe, the 
Ever ſion of this Eſtate, after Eis Wife, be- 
ame veſted both by his laſt Will, and the 
LCuſiom of the Manor, in his youngeſt Son 
FE Laud Piers; who dying inteſtate and unmar- 


n- 
y Fried, it fell to his Heir at Law, namely, to 
a his eldeſt Brother Jobn Piers, from whom I 
I bought it, and who has ſurrendered it to my 
1 I * Uſe. | | 
c- © Tris, Sir, is my Title; which I am aſ- 
ir, ſured, by the unanimous Opinions of a great 
to Number of the moſt eminent Council in Eng- 
Ily land, is as clear as the Sun at Noon-Day. 
nd Every Gentleman who underſtands the Law 
ou WEE muſt fee that it is fo. I am well aſſured, that 
e- A you yourſelf (and a greater Man than your- 
Iſelf) do know that it is fo ; and this will ſerve 
1g do account for your conſtantly refuſing to ſub- 
mit the Diſpute between us to the Judgment 
4 of any learned and indifferent Council. 
vn Lr me intreat you, Sir, to reflect a little 
ro ſeriouſly upon what you are doing. It is ve- 
ed ry poſſible, that by meer Dint of Money you 
may oppreſs me ſome Time longer. It is 
d G 2 + poſliblz 
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* r Things may be ſo /etled, W q 
= ed Las, Suls may coſt you Nathing ; but 43 
„ though you was even ſure to get a Biboprick Wl 
"oY " the Part you are acting, you would, me- 3 
thinks, do well to remember, that you co 
0 A Hot >, enjoy your Grandeur. Though you * 
r Family in your Letter, you have 
none to ere for that I know of; you have 
had no Chi by your Lady; you were both 
ancient Perſons when you came fiſt er 
** ther. 
Lou are contributing all in your Power col 
45 „ the Ruin and Confinerient of a 2 to whom 
* yaur JR had great Obligations, to whoſe 1 
* Inch your Lady had ſome, and who always A 
you with The utmoſt Civility, © 
91 Aurriab of all thoſe fine Things mentioned | | 
in your Letter, ſuch as the Extent. of . your x 
Gs Cite, your Aims at Sincerity and wel J 
and the Benefit of your Prayers, which on ſome 
© certain Conditions you allow me to hope for; 
I hall think myſelf infinitely obliged to you, | 
if you will but condefcend to do me ſtrid 
* Fyftice, and leave the Determination of what Wl 
1 © 6ſo, to ſome worthy and impartial Perſon, 
or Lo omg learned in the Law. ting wich 
I SHOULD 1 e your complying wi 
the Requeſt I 1955 n fhould not be 
the moſt unlikely Method towards your at- 
N rs Religious Peace, in which you aſ- 
© furs your Readers, you defre to fru th 
** Remainder of your Days. E- | 
Ir is with e that I do any Thing a a 


* which may che Character of a Miniſter 
of the ee "Md Jour have * 
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„ Church; and 1 have the Pleaſure co hear, thag 
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me to — what { have ſaid; do not. oblige 
w Ame to proceed haps, not ſo much 
a Stranger to — . Poſes? in your Life, and 
- i ſome Management in the Law-Sutts berween 
* us, as you may imagine. 

IAA ever had the utmoſt Reſpect for a 
good Cl, an : ] am proud to own, that I 
am myſelf. in a double Capacity a Son of the 
K Church of England. My Mother, whoſe 
Name is fill in the Weſt of —— 

( for her Virtue, her Piety, and her Beauty, 
(1 the only Daughter of a Gentleman who M. 
ri raifed him to the higheſt Order in the 


1 my Grandf, ather was no Diſzrate co the Bench 
a ac of "Biſhops, when ſeveral Prelates fat upon it, 
„ whoſe Actions were a Proof that they preferred 


che Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, and that 


10 * Duty they owed their Country, to their own 
« private Intereſts. 
© BuT though I am a Son of the Church, I 
© muſt confeſs have been much more conver- 


2 03 tant in che Writings of Autient Philgophers, 
(„ chan of Modern Divines. 


*Ix Return to your . to pray for 
* me, on ſome certain Conditions, for which 


ernie (however limited) I moſt heartily 
* thank you; I beg Leave, Sir, to fubmir the 
* following Article of my _ to your ſerious 


- 150 bende ide and | 
po bumbl , and ediaftly believe, 
(chat Jaftice, pm N Homur, and Huma- 
1 4 *, th ough they are V rex tec HMhendec to 
ek 4 Pack of Heathen 6 ut- 


= *.cerly 
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2 

. 

Wy, | | 9 

4 terly inconſiſtent with the Precepts of the q 
© Goſpel, and the Doctrine of Chriſtianity."* 1 
Tam, Sir, your moſt bumble Servant, I | 8 
2 BupokrL. 


To the Author of the Daily Courant. 


SIX, 


Y laying the incloſed before the Gentle- 3 
2 B man to whom it is addreſſed, you will 


Your Moſt Humble Servant, 
W. Pr E Rs. 


1 EUSTACE BUDGELL E 
STR, 


T muſt be confeſſed you have an 8 

ble Faculty at 9 a Miſt, and baffling 

= „ d In of ſuperficial Obſervers; for 

« ſuch only are to be blinded with your Or 1 * 
i rical Rubbiſh. Yet I make no Queſtion 

* Truth wil be ſtrong enough to diſpel all theſe 

Clouds, and expoſe the ſhameful Nakedneſs 

« of your Deſigns and Actions to full View. 

My remote Abode (the Diſtance of above 


4 an hundred Miles) affords you one Advantage 
indeed: 


1 
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indeed: By _ near the Preſs you can at- 
( tack me one Week, and ſing your Triumph 
for it the next; and all this &'er I can well 
have Notice of your Advances. But elate 
= as you may ſtrut with your —— Victory, 
= 774th (though late) will ſurely prevail; and 
. well for you, if ſhe reduces you to ſing your 
= Recantation ; the only Method you can take to 
do Juſtice to me, add all thoſe whom you have 
= obliquely calumniated through me. My” 
«* You begin your Triumphal Ditty with ha- 
= ving fixed, as you ſay, a moſt flagrant Falſ- 
= hood upon me. How does that appear? 
Why I took notice in my laſt Letter, That 
in the State of your Caſe you aſſerted, That I 
was not the' youngeſt Son living of Mr. John 
Piers deceaſed, &c. though, as I told you, I 
had been ſo upwards of thirty Years before 
dur Controverſy commenced; you now deny 
== that you ever faid any Thing like this. Near 
che Beginning of your Caſe I found theſe 
= Words: — William Piers, the ſecond Bro- 
ber, who was neither his Futber's nor bis Mo- 
= ther's youngeſt Son at the Time of their Death, 
WF went down to Cambridge, Sc. Theſe Words 
I did and do ſtill underſtand in the Senſe I 
have put upon them; in no other could they 
be of any Service to you. But if you, or the 
* more intelligent Reader, will fix any other Con- 
ſtruction upon them, I ſhall think it no Diſ- 
grace to confeſs the Error of my Fudgment ; 
which is all I can be chargeable with in this 
Place. Suppoſing me miſtaken ; can ſuch a 
* Miſtake juſtify the Torrent of foul inſulting 
* Language, which you pour upon me? on 
can 
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© of a cunntnsg Kae who ſirſt rolls a- Gentle]- 


Let us no ſee what the Caſe 
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r dir J 
Jeu to catch on any Trifle, and graw 
©: antragiqus upon it, in order to ſerment 


'4 Readers Paſſions, ihat they may be Lat. f | | 


<  tentiye while you mere eateleſſy ſlide over the 
4 more material Points, and make uſe of all the 
6 *: exakive' Fine which 2 Nil in Low bi. 
canery can furniſti you 
8 Tr Ida you 50 Injuſlce i bs Charge 


17 


25 evidently: appear in my Notice of your W 
rer, —— cn ben a naw bro F 


Kt” i 25 would. venture 8 4 
4 dawb — Bil with. This kind of 
« Artifice my Alluſfin) reſembles that 


'* nan 1 44 to frighien al Affäſtante from 4 
2 _ that ko ay te left to pick hu Pocket | 


200 Is — printed. i in the Grub-Btreet, 1 
28 you eharge me with. another Fal- 


Concerm with ö 
ce —— Se. A. 


ting yoor 

John's: College.” Tou fay, 
* Euer mat their Bujmeſs to declare to me by them: . 
ves, or their Council, that ny Title was gad. 
Neither do 1 — arocrpe._ Fog . 
JF: on 
<< And ddr. Yodgel! being a/fured by all the Coun- 
<< i be ed, what bis Title was good. be 
© {aid the befare St. Fobn's College : wb i 
* being Item aſſurrd by"their | Council that tht 
* Eftate'was Mr. BudgellPs, admitted lim to it. 

5 If neither the Callege nor their Cauncil aſſureſ 
„ of n their how came 
** you to kn it? Here then is a flat Con- 
1 tradiction 


| 
ur it. 


4 


"= 
pu- 
100 


aucb (if I may fo call it) cbis Efate with- 
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© tradi&tion'of your on Afſertion ; which you 


4 | * can never evade, but by a 2 unworthy a 


* Man of common Senſe. But I muſt fix on you, 


" 3 in this Place, a double Falſhood; 1. of con- 


> foo reif, 2. of abuſing that Society; 

e me by Word of Mouth 

riting alſo, That they could not at all 

41 7 with reſpect to Title. You conclude 

* this Paragraph with adding. I might 

l welt zal them I bad purchaſed a Law Suit. 
Fes, Sit, and it muſt be confeſſed you have 
* moſt admirably accumulated your Gains ;' for 
with that Lato. Suit you have purchaſed alſo 
* a moſt infimbus Character. I wiſh. you Joy 
« of our Bargain. 

. o the third Article of my laſt Letter you 
*. Can any Man of common Senſe be- 
lieve wubar be endeavours to prove, namely, that 
S.. . the R everſton of bis Brother's Eſ- 

* a ſingle Penny for it? 
ve no Man © common 

y would have acted as you 

e T ſhall not wonder if they ſtand 

. agbaſt Ar your Conduct. But that you did 


out Paying a Jingle Penny for it, my Brother 


oer only did, but does Ril certify, and de- 


. clares he never ſod, but only gave ĩt you. But 
if my Brothet may be ſuſpected in this Decla- 
ration, I ſhall corroborate his Evidence with 
your own Confeſſon. I know, Sir, you · have 
occaſionally a very bad- Memory but old 
% © and-infirm as my Body is; my Mind is yet 
; ſtrong enough to retain a Converſation which 

. Paſs d deve you and me about nine or ten 
H ** Years 


RE. tings. with all the other 2 uc f von 
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Fears ſince, I then asked you, What was 
the valuable Confideration you paid my Bro- 
cher down for this Eſtate now in Conteſt | ? You 8 
immediately — None. — Lo 
<< ly added, That there ought to be ſome Conde. 
1 —— had on Account of 800 1. paid down, (for 


.® ** aber, Eftates pure 9 of my L and 
<< which bad lain de - That the 
*© $800). down was — a _ Equiyalent | 


<* for the other Eftates, excluſive of this E/bx 
ef . Ene, does plainly appear, and will be yet 
** atteſted by my Brother. A 
8 8 ST, were the ful ga in Y 
* my to prove in part alſboods a 1 
* Prevarications contained in l Stute of your i 
c How you have cleared yourſelf- of 
; them, let the World judge. * 
I * Burt ſuppoſing that ibis Efate was fold ro 
| « you, and you paid che Worth of it; yet if 
* iR Man's 0 Ri 425 Empiot, 
Cm By — a 
8 1 
and claim it of 1 ng you a fa 12 = hy 
for it, But you know too well you did. not 
buy with any Coin but inveigling Fords, which W% 
** I maſt again confront you with, — Mr. 
* Piers, you cried, throw this alſo into the Wri« 


K —_— « __—_ n 3 


** bave no Rig „ I 3 Am 
2 it bs Gift 74. hall bs obliged 10-5o# 
1 1455 By. chis Artifſce y@u enſvared x act 
<4 * ther, n of a Lato: Sg, and 
* gain in'd — what? Shame and Diftrg5 ; the 
1 * Reward: of fuck foul Practices. 


nb e CS ion ae: oe = ie. a. a 


Non 


* 
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Ne can it be forgot, That on your ill 
WF << Succeſs in that Trial ar at Chelm word] in Eſſex, 
_ (March 8. 1726-7.) you could not forb 
lat that Time ex ting with my Brother, 
WS © (from whom you pretended to purchaſe the 
| « I in Canal. * ing him with 
Endeavours to defraud me of this Eſtale; 
* ＋ notwithſtanding you had 42 up his Title (by 
4 which you now claim) againſt mine, by Means 
* of the above-mentioned Fraud. 
Tus, Sir, you will fa is being free with 
8 © you ; I am neceſſitated to be fo; * 2 — 
8 deck the Vileneſs of your Nature, + |} fore 
= © Decency and Good Manners (whoſe Fi 


* 3 not willingly oy ) will not re- 
* buke me for affixing i een as your 
Actions call for. A 
Nov, Sir, to lerie. ff your 
* firſt you ask me, Tre I will not it che 
1 * Diſpute between us to be determi ſome 
* eminent Counſel learned in the Laws? 55 tx 


« I anſwer, Becauſe I was firſt, and juſtly ad- 
"23 ©* mitted, and am ſtill in Ia Po of my 
_ Right; which 1 believe no Man would ever 
give up, to have his Title canvaſs d afreſh at 
7 the A of an inſolent Pretender. Would 
„Sir, = this? Inge the ;Worls n 

dere it, if you can; 2 ay | 

* comes, I ſhall alſo belieye e, — Cre» 

3 « . for all the Scurrilities you have, or may 
invent. In the mean Time, if you think you 
* have 4 better Title to my Eſtate, make it ap- 
„ Pear, and.] declare to o L will do 


* youJuſt ice. | 
Ty H 2 | « Youp' 
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« Your ſecond Query, and the followiog a 


<* ones, which are buile upon it, contain the 
% moſt cruel of Charges; a Charge which my 


* ** Soul ſhrinks at, an deſts, as much as I do 


** you, Sir, the wicked Inventor or Publiſher of 
it. The Sum of it is this; — That my Bro- 
tber and I put ourſelves in Mourning,” went to. 
„ the Tenant, by Name Robert Pazey, and af+ 
* ſured bim our * was dead, 73 2 ugh diving | 

& at the ſame Time,) in order 1% bee 75 
*© ture; that we did ſo, and turn d wn 71 a ftar- 


_ ving which muſt really have been ber Caſe, had 

nat ber Son Mr. Cade relieved and reinflated ber 

in tbe Poſſe We Eftate. This, as I rake 

„ it, is the gee ji our Charge. A to 

© myShare in 4 1 I do ſolemnly aver, 

ah, my rage Ward, © it ry as baſely 

= Fe. ts, barh arouſly malicious. That 

bete. Reaſons for dreſſing 

Swen, Jam well aware; what 

4 ec s axe, I ſcorn to publiſh till I am pro- 

40 12 by him. Li the Tou ok” T 1 
ou to make go ur. Charge. 

10 ok 2 Credits na = hc it; and may 

Laſting Infamy fall on one of us! on me, if 1 

1 roved guilty of the Facts; n you, if 
you have unjuſtly accuſed me; and may your 

6 * future Credzt ſtand or fall by this Trial of 

your Honour and Veraci 


3 SHOULD take no ee d of your con. 
Treatment of my Wife, was it not 


| cc 7 

=Y you, {I wiſh it may be tothe Convic- 
tion 
nu? ä Foes. "Tis ſtrange you can- 
iy not relate a 2 Circumſtance without fal- 


** — ; 


your Conſcience, ) that ui and you + 


1 Sify of . 
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* ſifying it. Remember, Sir, my Wife was a 
* Firſt-Coufin to your Aunt z under whom ſhe 
* received her Education, and with whom ſhe 
*© lived as a ion, not 4 Servant, as you 
maliciouſly fooliſhly declare. That ber 
„ Wages paid my Debts, is od Aſſertion of yours 
orf oy ſame Complexion with the reſt, falſe 
cs and 
& wes could fink into ſuch Scurrilities as 
«© theſe, but you, 'Sir, who are fo remarkable a 
Diver into 22 and Falſbood ? You, who can 
„ rake the darkeſt Abyſs of Invention for Mat- 
ter of Defamation. 
* I r1ND, Sir, you are ill refblved to tack 
* my private Vindication of myſelf upon the po- 
* litical Writers, nay, more, to impure it to the 
Management or Influence of fome great Men, 
And do you expect your bold Surmiſes will 
* „ be of more Weight with the Publick, than 
my repeated ſolemn Declaration? Once more 
© I proteſt to you, and all Mankind, I have no 
Commerce or Acguaintance with any of the 
© great Men hinted at by you; nor with any of 
** thoſe Gentlemen whoſe Mtacks youcorfiplairfof. 
But whatever their Attacks may be, I have no 
** Reaſon roqueſtion, but that you © til give them 
* full Provecation. I ſhould be at a Loſato ac- 
count for this ridiculous Effrontery, but that 
] perceive you aim to make yourſelf conſider- 
** able by the Intention. 
* To uſe our OWN Words— Pardon me, 
4 little free with" pon upon this Oc- 
„ ie Whit Mat o ig ighty Figure do yoy 
tale yourſelf ſor, when you ſt angel m Mick 
* in K Rant of Lie 2 
1 #Y ** Courts 


* 
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«© Courts of Fuſtice are combining E, 
66 ka hs and 10 ?. Pri the eo 
22 Il gi thee yay take a ſhort 
Py of 1571 Eusracx Bupozrr, 
2 NE oY but a very little 
Man, if he did but how bands and his 
« yaunted, {cli-ſufficient: Wit and Pari 
* nt they are but little too, notwithſtandin ing 
“the Buſtle he makes with them; and 2 
< far the ill Ute be males of them. A Man 
„ ſtryt and mpke a great Noiſe, and at the mo 
"0 * Time only expoſe his own eminent Lillleng/s. 
When you fix yourſelf upon the 2 Gentle- 
«me of Note, whom you mention, and ſtrotch 
your Lungs t a 2 you put 
me in mind of that inſignificant Avima! upon 
<< the Coach-Wheel, who would fain have per- 
4 ſaaded the People the Cloud of Duſt was of 
* his own raiſing, I am half of Opinion 1 2 
&* that tl Gontlemen, in Recurn tor the . 
« plimept you make them, by, chryſting-yopr- 
<< ſelf into their Company, will be — ready 
to bruſſi you off, as the Coachman did the noi/y 
* I Bagſter aforeſaid. Alas! alas! Sir, a Pigmy 
* has hut a ſmall Chance for Notice among tall 
«Fellows, unleſs he mounts upon their 2 
_ ©* dang and then indeed he may reiß a Latsgb. 
8 79 think it convenient qnce mare (if 1 
—— uſe your on Alluſiqn) to the Stage, 
«<< ake another Bear-Garden Flouriſh, in 
« od to wound my Character, I may nk 


6, me in Hocor obl to Fa the F 2 
5 t me you 
& Ns la Thing e 00 Battle, and 
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o Triumph for ſcari me at a j 
$6; B youre Length of this Rink obligts | 
* me to defer my Anfwers to ſetral other A 
a rt BY your Two laſt, 

qe — 
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to do it i and therefore, to acquit myſelf of 
<.m — — I beg Leave to take notice 
of ſome Paſſages in your" v0) laſt Letters, 
omitted in my late Reply tu them, in order to 
*, rr SOOT an. 


| 8 ve the World tomdndeeiingd, "har 
Above got inte Poſſeſſion Aeris rar 
* by certain 4 Tricks Perhaps it would not be 
8. „ mis. if theſe Tricks, as you call them, were 
ained.' à little: One of thefe Eſtates I 
gained by a Method very unlucky to you, I 
3 — had not only a natural, N 
& Right to it: And as it came to me by In 
** heritance, J have ſcoured it by Law. This 
* now i an abominable Trick te you, who 
ſeem to think (if we may judge ygur hou hts 
nne to 
Aan ght, not to eit 
aTHE PRE 1 vas, 29 Son down 142 


* rears by Articles fi 

"” 5 2 . f. r ef i= <{ =p 
Lie in Being; beſides, for old Arrears due by 
* your former Contract. Perhaps, you thought 
that as the Pa t of this Money was not 


*© an Obligation binding upon your Conſcience, 


. ' - . 9 * , 
of - a 1 7 TY FY = = a a — * as. © 1 


+ 73 — to, bound to oblige 
yy Fray [Behold again 
* 5 F er of this ſame perver 


t trary to your Expectation, 2 

„ Endeavours, it has taken the Side of Ne, Jae 
15 and ſenteneed your Eſtate to pay a ed 
„Debt. Theſe are che Tricks Jeu complain 


of. "And indeed it is hard, that after A la- 
: Purſuit of ſeveral Years, Rona 


- 
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4 ſhould ſo ungratefully 'requite and {purn. « an 


ce & bumble Follower. - 

, « TT is ſomewhat remarkable, that in your 
to 4 Jong Study of the Law, you are arrived no 
Te 4 higher than what ſome Under: ſtrappers are 


* — in at their firſt ſetting out, which is, 
the Art of beſpattering and defaming your 


e5 ” « Adverfary 
de «© Nou indifferent Succeſs in not a few Cauſes - 
re e in our Courts of Judicature, is a pretty evi- 
1 „ dent Mark, either of your bad Skill in Law, 
I © or of your bad Conf cience, or perhaps, of 
al « both. But for your — Art, I need 
N- * no other Proofs than your two laſt Letters to 
1s * me: wherein, for one Paragraph to the Pur- 
10 ſe of our Diſpute, there are ten levelled at 
ts 6 my private Character; which, whether the 
to 45 Matter contained in them be true or falſe, are 
o * quite forcign to our Queſtion. I could wiſh, 
p- * with all my Heart, you could change this Law- 
ur = Profeſſion for any other, ſince a, continued 
« e Practice is like to be the Ruin both of your 
Yy Credit and Fortune. 

he Son Paſſages in your Letter i in the Crub- 
ot « Street, Auguſt the 5th, ſer me o laughing; but 
e, Jene recollecting they might be the unhappy 
to - * Effects of a diſtemperid Brain, I grew a little 
in more ſerious, and Pity got the upper Hand 
n- ot Ridicule. You tell me of furious Attacks 
us * made, on you by Osborne, the Hyp-Dottor, 


e, 60 4 an, and his Excellency My. Ulrick 
ol „D' pres. What a Regiment of formidable 
n Heroes is here? enough to frighten a Country 
D . Pare ſon Had you not explained the Nature 
of their fo 2 1 have feared the 
next 
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* riext Poſt dee ard me News of 
your Throat being But Oye" of them, 
« you ſay, had the 2 Afi — + eſert' you to 
<< the Publick, — the worſt Charatters, 
namely, that of a litigious Man, who loved 
and fomented Law-Suits, Did he ſay this? 
And had he the Aſſurance to fo much 
Truth? This is a Boldneſs an . 
* which you, of all Men, may well ſtand 
at! But no Matter: Let Aeony ae er 
„Law againſt him for it. This you E 
it ſeems. But (O Cruel Bilger 1) 
he brings not only Truth with him, but Wit- 
< neſſes to back her Aſſertions. To which I 
<* can add your own verbal and written Boaſt- 
<* ings. Yet—O0 Nappy Buagell! whoſe Law- 
* remper'd Frorit can brave and deny them all. 
Buy in order 10 ſbew the Injuſtice of the 
* Aſperfion, and in what Manner you bad Law- 
Sus forced upon you, and: how you was bunt- 
$6 * 2d through all the Courts, you thought proper to 
publiſh the Caſe between you and me. 1 cannot 
8 bel thinking this was a falſe Step; unworthy 
the Subtlety of your Genius: For while you 
<: endeavour to divert People from believing a 
6 Fruth which conſiſted 1 4 Generals,” ye d. 
<< happily refer them to Particulars Pho con- 
* firmir. This was not quite ſo politick as 
one might expect from a Man of boifted 
&. Sagacity. Indeed, it is ſome kind of Apo- 
* * logy you make for your Miſtake, when you re- 
** preſent me as an ancient Clergyman, who offibly 
* might not know of all the Injuſtice and Oppreſ- 
«* fron that bad been committed under my Name. 
28 e Sir, I have not yet heard of any. LW 
| cc am 
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< ] am apt to believe, upon full Convictiqn of 
e my Realon, that Sentence, fairly interpreted, 
* would run thus: Mr. Piers being an ancient 
„ Clergyman, and living at a great Diſtance, I 
„ may ſafely publiſh what I pleaſe under the Title 
* of a Caſe between him and me. I am truly ſen- 
“ ſible, Sir, nothing but a ſtrong Preſumption 
<* of my being indolent, unactive, or ſuperan- 
** nuated, could have drawn you in to _ 
* ſomany Falſhoods to your own Confufton. _ 
* Bur give me Leave to note by the Way--- 
if you was bunted through the Courts, it was by 
ws Juſtice only, who, 4. you fled from Court to 
Court, cloſely purſued at your Heels, and at 
© laſt gave you a fatal Trip. Have a Care for 
* the future of leading fuch a Wild. gooſe Chaſe ; 
** for though you make nothing of leaping over 
all the Fences of Right and Truth, that fame 
% Huntreſi will furely overtake and foil you. 
Tov tell me, Sir, Lou are fully convinced, J 
am only made uſe of by ſome People, to divert 
** you from executing a Deſign they ſuſpect you. are 
upon, and which, you have reaſon to believe, 
<< gives them ſome Uneafineſs. What Deligns 
Lo are upon, I neither know, nor care; but 
if I may be Judge of them by your Deſigns 
upon me, they ſhould be to rob thoſe Per- 
<* ſons either of Eſtate or Reputation: But he 
** who has Law to defend the One, and a good 
** Conſcience to defend the Other, has no great 
** Cauſe for Uneaſineſs. That there ate fuch 
*© Rapparees and Bravo's in the World, every 
* Man muſt be aware; and it is the Buſinefs of 
Prudence and Philoſophy to guard us againſt 
them. But you quite miſtake the Lie that is 
2 ** made 


68 Livenrty and ProprrTY. 
*© made of me. Lou are the only Perſon who 
has made aſe of me; and (as it happens un- 
* luckily for your future Attempts) to alarm 
wag thoſe Perſons and the World to beware of the 
vile Scope of your Projects. What they are 
to expect from you, they may reaſonably con- 
e clude from your Attempts upon me; which 
ate your utmoſt Endeavours to blaſt my Fame, 
and ſeize my Eſtate.” * 11 
Me live, you lay, in a very obſerving, though 
a very wicked Ae. True, Sir; and the Me- 
moirs of your Life, faithfully written, would 
evince the latter. But believe ſcarce a wick- 


er Obſerver of them all would chuſe to copy 


©. your Imprudence. I know not how your Ge- 
nius came to betray you; but few Adepts of the 
'<*-Mduyſtry would venture to publiſh Heaps of 
apparent Scandal and Falſhood, as ſo many 
© Proofs of their Veracity and Benevolence to 
Mankind. Whether your Bar-Oratory, or 
your Chamber-Counſel, . recommends this Me- 
ka. 80 I doubt you will gain but ſmall Practice 
* by it. D 
A 332 aſſure me the Age does not much mind 
* Mens Words, when they ſee them contradifted 
** by their Actions. Whatever Diſagreement 
there may be between my Words and Actions, 
1 muſt own there is a perfect Harmony in 


** Yours. As your Actions are of the baſeſt 
Kind, your Words correſpond exactly with 


Hol them: And as your Actions have plunged you 


into your preſent deplorable Circumſtances, I 


fear (unleſs you alter your Stile) your Words 


vill help to keep you there. 


& You 
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Tov tell me, You ſpall be infinitely obliged 
& to me, if I will condeſcend to do you tritt 
„ Juſtice. Alas! Sir, you know not what you 
& ask for; ſtrict Fuſtice would ruin you. Con- 
&« fider what ſtrict Juſtice would be to a Man 
* who has been guilty of ſuch complicated 
% Crimes. It is Matter of Grief to me, that I 
4 cannot vindicate myſelf, without repreſenting 
cc you to the World as you are; and in doing 
* this, I have forbore every RefleQtiorf, not im- 
% mediately neceſſary towards clearing our Diſ- 
pute. My whole Aim has been to turn the 
Parts of your own Malice againſt you, with- 
cout once attempting to annoy you from my 
< own Quiver : How, indeed, ſhould I do it, 
© when, upon the ſtricteſt Examination of my 
Heart, Fand not one envenomed Arrow there? 
If, after this, you appear odious to Mankind, 
* thank yourſelf : If your turbulent, malicious 
* Nature hurries you into Miſchiets, look at 
* Home for the Cauſe. 
* Yer think not, Sir, becauſe I have hither- 
© to tenderly acted a defenſive Part only, that I 
« want Matter of the blackeſt Dye to charge you 
* with; andundeniable Proofs to make it good, 
partly by Letter from yourſelf. But you take 
* ſuch Pains to diſplay your true Character in its 
* native Deformity, that you ſave me the Trou- 
© ble and Regret of adding to it. I ſhall there- 


“fore ſtick cloſe to my own Vindication ; and. 


as that requires, either exhibit; or drop all 
new Accuſations. 2 
U threaten and charge me not to oblige you 
« 2 proceed, Why ? What have I to fear ? 
„Swell, if chou wilt, and diſcharge all the Poi- 
51 cc ſon 
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i fon in thy Heart, I dread it nat; I have an 
Antidote within; a Conſcience that will ſpeak 
Peace and Reſt to my Soul, when thine may 
“e call in vain for it. You ſay, Tou are wot ſo 
much à Stranger to ſome Paſſages in my Life, 
and to ſome Management in the Law-Suits, as 
4 I imagine. 8 on ! challenge thee to 
* ſpeak ! What Management is it thy Vileneſs 
© would infinuate ? What Injuſtice have I ever 
© done thee ?. Declare and prove it: And if I 
* make thee not ample Reparation, Shame and 
** Infamy fall on me. But thy Pride, thy filly 
Pride, makes thee think thou art the Terror 
* Great Men; and makes thee that their 
* clandeſtine Management, has helped me to my 
c Eſtate, in order to undo thee. Wretched In- 
© ſinuation of a deſperate I know not what 
© to call thee, but by a Word too harſh and un- 
<« grateful to my Senſe? . 4 2 

% BuT what are thoſe Paſſages in my Life 
** which you threaten to bring to Light? Whom 
have I wronged? whoſe Right have I in- 
** vaded? Is every Slip, every Error in my 
% whole Life's Conduct to be brought to Ac- 
count in the preſent Diſpute ? Shame on thy 
„Malice? Yer, goon ----- I defy thee! Judge; 
all Mankind, if there is Fuſtice, Honour, or 
„Humanity, in this kind of Dealing! Thefe 
* are the Heathen Virtues which you recom- 


mend to me: I wiſh thou wert Heathen 
* enough to bring thee into the Road to Chriſti- 
* anity. As to Gratitude, I owe you none. 
** And doſt thou boaſt thyſelf.a Son of the 
Church, with all this Baſeneſs and Rancour 
“ in thy Soul? Whether thou art ne 
cc 
| M 
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** thy Son, for T a more worthy Miniſter, I refer 


«< to The i rtial Judgment F Mankind. 
Bor Ds. Sir, amidſt all theſe vaſt Provo- 


«© tations and Menaces, and maugre all the 
4 ſeeming Warmth, (with v which every juſt and 


<< peaceable Man may vindicate hismured Cha- 


8 racter,) chere is a perfect Serenity of Mind in 


North Cadbury, Dur bumble Servant, 
deere 30. 731.1 
wu. PII Ins. 


880 ier the Date of the Retten Mr. 
Piers's laſt Letter, I fell ill of a dangerous Fever, 
ſucceeded by a Rheumatiſin; which made me © 
weak, that J was unable to turn in m Foc, 
without the Affiſtance of two Perſons. 
thought that I ſhould not have recovered ; _ d I 
am . 1 t ſeveral of the publick Papers had 

W i me to Death. his as Sick- 
neſs, and ſome other Afairs, have hitherto pro- 
vented my tak ing any Notice of Mr. Piers's two 
laſt One but I beg Leave at preſent to ro- 
turn him PE pens, Anſwer to chem. 


25 the Reverend Mr. William Piers Reftor ” 
North Cadbury i in Someriextire. | 


STR, | 


« A Very ſevere Fit of Sickneſs occaſioned 
my not anſwering your two laſt Letters. 
* Providence, contrary to the Expectation of 
** moſt People, and my own Deſires, has thought 
it to raiſe me once more from a lick Bed. To 
** what 


| F4 
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% what End this is done, or what I am deſigned 


© to ſhew me to 
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for, Lam notable to determine. Perhaps, 


or Sir, among other Things, I am to be the 


mean Inſtrument of ſetting your own and your 


8 Brother's Actions in their true Light. Since 


my recovering à tolerable Degree of Health, 
* my whole Time hath. been taken up by a 
0 troubleſome Affair, which your Boneſt Brother's 


* Proceedings forced upon me, and in paying 


* Debt of Gratitude to the Memory of one of 


< the beſt and greateſt Men * this Age has 75 


* duced. I hope, Sir, what 1 have faid, 


< ſufficient to excuſe my not writing to 55 


5 ſooner; that you will have the Goodneſs to 


on my Omiſſion, and to = oro 
4 Ache following) Anſwer to every 
two laſt Letters, which can ; poſtbly Fob to 


deſerve one. © 


Tou begin the firſt of thoſe Letters with 
* endeavouring to ſhew, That I have unjuſtly 
<< charged you with aſſerting a moſt flagrant 
«© Falſhood. 

Ix your firſt Letter whi ch apprard in Print, 
dated May 26. 1731. you only thought pro- 
per to deny in general, the ſeveral Faf#s men- 
*© tioned in the State of my Caſe ; j but then you 


"<< threatened, That 


-M If my Infatuation ſhould fo far delude my 
udgment, as ic prompt me to call on you for a 
5 « bal of Parti he you ſhould then be obliged 
be World in * proper Colour- 

cc 7 
ng. 
<4 ge You 


© * The late Lord Onnaxy.. 
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» 
% Fo added, That 

Sun ſbould obſerve a Conduct contrary to mine, 
, believing Juſtice is better diſtinguiſhed by the 
Simplicity of *Truth. > 
I my Anſwer to this terrible Letter, I ſtill 
4 ventured to aſſert the Truth of the State of my 
& Caſe; upon which oy ſet about the Mort you 
* had promiſed the Publick, viz. to ſhew me to 
5 the World; in my proper Colouring, and to 
«diſtinguiſh Juſtice by the Simplicity of Truth:- 
Tx very fir/t Step you took in this [agda- 
<* ble Undertaking, after having demurely expreſ- 
„ {ed a moſt chriſtian- lite Concern, that my Im- 
<* prudence could not ſuffery,you to" conceal from 
«© the World the'Badneſs of any Nature, I ſay; the 
very Step you took after this pious.Preface, 
<« was to aſſirm à dowhright Falſbood, to affirm 
* a Faft which you knew was falſe at the Time 
you ' affirmed it, and which every Man in 
England may ſee is falſe, who will but peruſe 
**-the State of my Caſe in the Appendix to my 
<< Letter to the King of Sparta. 8 ho 
* Your. Words were theſe : | 
in tbe State of this Caſe (io which he refers 
-+6: bis Readers) Mr. Budgell has been pleaſed to 
**. affert, That I am not the youpgeſt Son living 
of Mr. Jobn Piers, deceaſed, late of Denton 
in Oxfordſhire ; though it is a Notorious Fact, 
:** that I have been ſo more ban thirty Years before 
gur Controverſy commented. I bes leave to ast, 
© in this Plate, What kind of Infatuation muſt 
% poſſeſs the Man who could hope to reap Ad- 
© from ſuch a Fallity, in which he was 

© ſureyo be eaſily detected? 5 


K I 
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ec In Anſwer to the 


ing Paragraph, I 
* told you, That the Fa# which you aſſerted in 
< it, and upon which you argued in ſo ſolemn 
* a Manner, was a moſt'notoFious and flagrant 


** Falſhood. I told you, that I had no where aſ- 
' ſerted in the State of my Caſe, that you are 
& not the yourigeſt Son living of — Fa- 
© ther, or any Thing like it ; but that on the 
< contrary, I always did, and {till do moſt rea- 
s dily grant, that you are the youngeſt Son lroing 
of your deceaſed Father. bs pe} og” 
2 o_ us now ſee after what Manner you 
defend yourſelf in your laſt Letter but one 
_ © againſt my Charge, viz. That you had aſſert- 
ed a moſt noturiaus and flagrant Falſhood. . 
_ * Your Words in your laſt Letter to me but 
one, in Anſwer to this-Charge, ue theſe : 
f took Notice that in the State of your Cafe, 
© yote aſſerted, That I was not the Son 
« living of Mr. Jobn Piers 1, Sc. though, 
4 I told you, I had been ſo upwards of thirty 
. & Nears befor our Controverſy commenced : Thu 
note deny that. you ever ſaid any Thing lie ibis. 
| ©. Near the Beginning of your Caſe I found theſe 
*© Words; —— Wilkam Piers, ſecond Bro- 
ther, who was neither his Father's, nor his 
Mother's youngeſt Son at the Time of their 
Death, wer t down to Cambridge, &c. Tbeſe 
* Werds I did, and do ſtill underſtand, in theSenfe 


46 


I have put upon them ;. in no other could tbey 


** be of any Service to you. | .» 
* Do you really think, Sir, that it is poſſible 

* your Readers can be ſuch a Parcel of Fools 
and Ideots, as to take this Paragraph of yours 
* for an Anſwer to my Charge againſt you, 
. 1 ha namely 
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& namely, that you had knowingly affirmed a 
* Falſhood. 
Lor affirwed, That I had faid in the Stat 
6 of my Caſe, that you was not the youngeſt Son 
17 2 f your deceaſed Father. I told you, 
That yau affirmed a moſt ſhameful Faliund': 
“for that I had ſaid no ſuch Thing, 
Nov in order to that I have faid, 
& Ne was not the youngeſt Son Living of your 
* deceaſed Father, you are pleaſed (to the Aſto- 
„ niſhment I dare ſay of all your Readers) to 
** ſhew, That TI have ſaid, You was neither your 
* Fathers, nor your Mathers yanngeft Son, at the 
*« Time of their DBA TH. 
* Dol — dear Sir, that you are not the 
* youngeſt Son living of your deceaſed Father, 
* becauſe I ſay. — ou was not his youngeſt 
** Son at the Time his. Death ? Might not 
“you have had ten — Brothers when your 
e Father died, (Which was above thirty Years 
* ſince,) and yet might you nat be his youngeſt 
“ Son now living? Was not Laud Piers 
Father's youngeſt Son at the Time your Father 
* died? And was not Mr. Land Cade: your 
© Mother's hung e Son by her ſecond Husband 
when ſhe died? And do not theſe /wo plain 
Fact fully prove the Truth of what I aſſert in 
5 the State #1 my Caſe ? Can you deny either of 
& theſe two plain Facts? Give me leave, Sir, 
« to bluſn * you, ſince I find you are incapable” 
af bluſbing y — 1 
2 — of taking Shams to yourſelf, as I 
* have. heard even your noble Patron once did, 
you perſiſt to tell me, That you did, and d 
l bunten my are in the Senſe you baut 
'* put 
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& put upon them. In Anſwer to this I cannot help 
„ ſaying, That it is abſolutely impoſlible, either 
< you or any Man living, who can but read Eng- 
*© liſh, could underſtan them in that Senſs: You 
Gy add, That my Words could be of no Service 10 
me in any other Senſe, I am ſorry you force 
me to tell you, That this-is as flagrant-a Fal/- 
*© bood, as any you have yet — The only 
<* Title you ever pretended to my Eſtate, was by 
Virtue of the Cuſtom of Borough Engliſh. It 
is impoſlible you can be intitled to it by his 
„ Cuſtom, unleſs you was your Father's or your 
Mother's youngeſt Son at the Fine of their 
«< Death. Gan any Thing therefore be fo much 
for my Service, or ſo evidently demonſtrate the 
** flagrant [njuſtice of your Proceedings, as my 
** ſhewing that you was neither your Father's 


N —— our Mother” e Son at che "Tan | 
ir 


 <Havinc invain — to clay your- 
<< ſelf ot my Charge againſt you, namely, that 
<<. you had wilfully and knowingly aſſerted a Falſ- 
„ bood, you endeavour, in the next Place, full 
as vainly to charge me with one. Vou _ 
Srakivifollowing Words out of the State 
Caſe. And Mr. Budgell being aſſured by "al 
the Counſel be conſulted, that his Title was good, 
c be laid the ſame before St. John's College, who 
being likewiſe aſſured by their Counſel, ibat the, 


* Eftate-was Mr. Budgcll's, admitted: bim to it. 


After theſe Words you place the following no- 
„table Quere; neither the Collage, nor. their 
＋Counſel aſſured you of this Determination, how 
e came y0u'to know it 1 have already told you, 
That ĩt was not the mo of the e to 
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declare to me either by themſelves, or their 
“ Counſel, that my Title was good: Neither 
did they make any fuch Declaration in Form. 
„ Notwithſtanding which, I have many Reaſoris 
to believe, That their Counſel were of Opi- 
nion my Title was clear, and indiſputable. 1 
& will give you one Reaſon for my believing 
© this: Mr. Creamer acts as the College-Steward 
in the Manor where this Eſtate lies. Upon my 
** ſhewing this Gentleman my Title, together 
with Mr. Horſeman's Opinion, in the ftrongeſt 
« Terms; that it was a clear and a good one; 
* Mr. Creamer was ſo fully convinced of it, 
that he went down with me himſelf to the 
% Manor, told the Tenant Pazey, That I had 
*<-an«ndoubted Right to the Eſtate ; and drew up 
the Attornment; which Pazey ſigned, and 
** thereby became my Tenant. - 

Lou proceed, though much againſt your 
Will, to take ſome Notice of my Queries: 


Lou found you could not poſſibly overlook 


them; yet inſtead of giving a diſtinct and 
** Plain Anſwer to each of them, which I deſired 
you would do, you have jumbled em toge- 
ther with ſome Art and Cunning, and then tell 
** me they contain the moſt Cruel of Charges: A 
© Charge, which your Soul ſhrinks at, and deteſts 
as much as you do me, the wicked Inventor, or 


** Publiſher of it. The Sum of it (ſay you) is this : 


Wat my Brotber and ] put our ſelves in Mourn- 
ine; went to the Tenant, by Name Robert Pa- 
* Zey, and aſſured bim our Mother was dead, 
( bougb living at the ſame Time, ) in order to ſeize 
** ber Jointure; that we did ſo; and turned her 
*: out-a-ftarving ; which muſt really have been ber 

A. . Y wy Caſe, 
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© Caſe, had not her Son Mr. Cade relieved, and 
& reinſtated ber in the Poſſaſhon of ber Eſtate : 
* This, as I take it, is the Subſtance of your Charge. 


« Well, Sir, be it fo : This Charge is one of the 
4 blackeft Charges I ever heard in all my Life, 
Let us ſee the Anſwer you give to it; and 
** whether, or nv, as cruel as you are pleaſed to 
« ſay this Charge is, you do really deny it. 
* Your Anſwer to it is ſo extremely remarkt- 
able, that J muſt intreat all my Readers to 


take particular Notice of it. A to my Share 


in the Scandal, (ſay you,) I do ſolemnly aver, 
« upon my SACERDOTAL WoRD, it is as haſely 
* Falſe, as it is barbarouſly Malicious. This is all 
*© the Anſweryou have thought fit to make to mj 

Charge. But does this Anſwer deny the Charge? 
In ſhort,” Is this Anfwer like the Candout 
and Plainneſs of a Miniſter of the Church of 
«© England, or the little ſcandalous Shuffle of a 
«« Jeſuit? Let us ſee what it is, that. you are 
<< pleaſed ſolemnly io aver upon your Sacerdotal 
« Word? Why truly, nothing more than this, 

* that your Share in the Scandal, is as baſely Falſe, 
4 as barbarouſly Malicious. To give you your 
Due, Sir, you have not pawned your SAczRr- 
% poTAL Worp for very much. I do agree 
with you, that the Story is juſt as ba/ely. Falſe; 
az it is barbarouſly Malicious: But then, Sir, 


you muſt allow me to add, that it is fo far 


from being either Falſe or Malicious, that it is 
* ſtrictly True ; and that, I think, I have as 
„ much Reaſon to aſſert it, as I have to affirm 
<© there is ſuch a City in the World as Conſtan- 
* tinople. Your: Brother, your own Mother's 
* Son by her ſecond Huſband, the 2 
ö e 
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Ce Mr. Cad, a Clergyman of an unblemiſhed 
6 Character, told me the Story, and expreſſed 
e his Grief to me in the moſt pathetick Terms, 
4 that he had ſuch a Relation as your ſelf: 


<< The Tenant, Robert Pazey, told me the very 


fame Story in every Particular, and com- 
* plained how grievouſly you had impoſed upon 
© him, I found the whole Country was ac- 
{ quainted with the Story; and looked upon ĩt as 
„ ohe of the moſt notorious and barbarous 
** Cheats that wus ever commirted. Your eldeſt 
* Brothertiimſelf, and his Wife, both confeſſed 
to me that the Story was Tre Tour Brother 
ptetended at leaſt to be ſorry for what he had 
* done, and afſured me, that the whole Plot 
and Contrivance was yours. Laſtly, to con- 
* vince me fully of the Truth of this Story, 1 
© have been ſhewn the very Leaſe which you 
and your Brother ſigned to the Tenant Pazey, 
«<-while your Mother was Living. I think f 
* know both of your Hands as well as I do mà. 
< own, and am fully convinced that you bot 
executed that pretended Leaſe. ' You do not 
deny that your Brother Cade has dreſſed up 
«© this horrid Story; but then you add, that y 
«© are well aware he may have his Reaſons for it: 
i bat thoſe Reaſons are (you ſay) Iſcorn to publiſh, 
„ till I am provoked by bim. It would I believe 
+ be the moſt curious Piece this Age has ſeen, if 
you would but pleaſe to acquaint the World 
hat could: poſſibly make your own Brother 
&* dreſs up Ibis horrid Story about you, if the 
* „Bor rid as it is, was not True. I am afraid 
it is demonſtrable, even from your own Con- 
% follion, chat either you or your Brother Cade 
| | ** muſt 
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1 muſt be a compleat . In order to prove 
your {elf Innocent, you will conſider, whether 
2 | yy 
eit is not neceſſary to ſhew us that he is Guilty. 
* I do aſſure you, moſt Reverend Sir, that, to 
my certain Knowledge, your Brother Cade de- 
fies you to do your worſt; and is fully ſatiſ- 
<< fied, that his Character cannot ſuffer for any 
Thing youcanſay of him. Your Brother had 
once drawn up an Account in Writing of ſome 
<< other of your Exploits, which made as uncom- 
* mon an Hiſtory as ever I peruſed. To be plain 
* with you, Sir, there were ſome Fats which I 
thought atleaſt equal to any in the Life of G 
% man, and which in mere Pity to you I endea- 
voured to perſuade him not to expoſe : You have 
<< gratefully requited me. If your Modeſty tempts 
you to appear once more in print, let me ſee 
* no more Shuffiing, or a Parcel of idle Exclama- 
tions, which are nothing to the Purpoſe. Give 
a direct and diſtinct Anſwer to each of my 
Queries, and particularly to this: Did you 
and your Brother ſien a Leaſe to Robert Pazey 
for that Eſtate at T horrington, which was your 
Mother s «Fointure, while your Mother was 
© Living? or did you not ? | "ay 
Lou Anſwer to my firſt Quere isextreme- 
© ly remarkable. I defire to know, If you only 
rely on the Z«ſtice of your Cauſe, and not on 
<« ſome Things which you know I dare not name, 
* why you will not ſubmit the Diſpute between 
us to be determined by any eminent and indif- 
<* ferent Counſel — in the Law?ꝰ 
*© You anſwer, Becauſe I am in legal Poſſeſſion 
«© of my Right (meaning the Eſtate at Thorring- 
ton, ) whith Ibelieve no Man would ever give up, 
L | * to 
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&* 70 hade his Title canvaſſed afreſh, at the Caprice 
& of aninſolem Pretender. 56k 

© 1, UNDERSTAND you, Sir, perfectly well: 
* You know as well as I do, that your Title is 
c not good, and are therefore reſolyed not to ſub- 


ͤmit ĩt to any Counſel. You ſay you are in 


the legal Poſſeſſion of the Eſtate in Diſpute be- 
*© tween us: Do not take it amils, Sir, if I ac- 
** quaint the Publick by what Means you got 
into this gal Poſſeton. You brought an 
Ejectment againſt my poor Tenant, To this 
Ejectment I was obliged to make my ſelf a 
Party: I could not but think my ſelf ſure of 
* my Cauſe, ſince not only my own Counſel, viz. 
Mr. Serjeant Darnell, and Mr. Serjeant Baynes, 
but even the Counſel you had conſulted, de- 
** clared my Title was good: You brought on, 
however, your Cauſe at Chelmsford ; but in- 
** ſtead of entering at all into the, Merits of your 
** pretended Title, which would have ended all 


cc 
cc 


well knew was not good,) you only produced 
A Leaſe for three Years, which you had per- 
** ſuaded, my pace Ir ignorant Tenant to take from 
you, which I never heard, or dreamt, of, 
till you produced it in Court. This Leaſe 
being what the Lawyers call an vZftoppel 
** againſt the Tenant in Poſſeſſion, by this moſt 


* ſhameful Trick, if any Thing can be called a 


Trick in the Law, you got a Verdict againſt 

me, and what you are pleaſed to call legal 

| F the very ſame kind, 

vou got legal Poſſaſſion once before of this very 

** Eſtate while your Mother was living. To 

** be relieved againſt this /bameful Trick of mourn, 
| 1 ; 3 g 
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* 7 uns adviſed to bring a Writ of Error in the 
pt Hook of Lords, to = Ron AN t 
y to Chancery for Relief. Upon this 
We WI. of Error, it is certain your Succeſs againſt 
me was ſo very extraordinary and remarkable, 
© that I believe there is hardly a Lawyer in Eng- 
land, who has not heard of it. £ 
_ * Stxcx I wrote to you laſt, your honeſt Bro- 
<< ther, whoſe Cauſe you defend, is likewiſe got 
* into what I preſume he calls a legal Poehon 
„of all my Goods, and ſeveral Papers (to the 
Value of perhaps Two Thouſand Pounds) which 
* werein my Houſe at Denton. He got into the 
ul Poſſehon of theſe, by breaking open my 
** Houſe in the Night, and taking them away. 
lt is true, he did not perform this Exploit 
till he heard I was upon my Death- bed, and 
„ believe thought me actually dead. Thus, 
Sir, you have got a legal Poſſeſſion of my Eftate, 
and your honeſt Brother of my Goods and Pa- 
*© pers. I am too well convinced, Sir, by woful 
Experience, That it is in vain for me at this 
* Time to diſpute any Point with either of you 
** at Law; yet, give me Leave, Sir, to aſk you 
one ſerious Queſtion : If there is a Supreme 
Being, who is ſtrictly juft, and takes any No- 
** tice'of human Affairs, can you poſſibly be- 
i lieve that ſuch horrid Acts of Oppreſſion, Cru- 
1 and Injuſtice, will paſs unpuniſhed?ꝰ 
lx my Letter to you of laſt Auguſt, the 7th, 
rr fince I found you and your Lady had quite 
* forgot ſome Things, and that you took the Li- 
bertꝛy of treating me with ſuch hard Epithets, 
Das baſe, vile, and 1»ſolent, &c. I preſum tly 
-** ko put you in mind, That ſuch ſort — 
| EEE» © guage 
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4e guage was not quite ſo decent, conſidering 


by, ife had been my Aunt's Servant many 
2 — lived in my Father's Family, and that 
*© I myſelf had been particularly kind to her; 
and conſidering that the Money ſhe got in her 
Service, with a generous Legacy her Miſtreſs left 
her, had ſerved to pay off your moſt trouble- 
% ſome Debts. | | 
** To this you anſwer, +; 
* I ſhould take no Notice of your-. contemptuous 
* Treatment of my Wife, was it not to ſhew you 
** (1 with it may be to the Conviction of your Con- 
* ſcience) that Truth and you are irreconciteable 
* Foes. "Tis ftrange you cannot relate a trifling 
** Circumſtance, without falfifying it. Remember, 
Sir, my Wife was a Firſt-Coufin to your Aunt ; 
under whom ſhe received her Education, a 
* with whom e lived as a Companion, not aSer-- 
** vant, ias "you maliciouſly and fooliſhly declare. 
** That ber Wages paid my Debts, is an A ſertion 
** of yours of the ſame Complexion with the reſt, 
** falſe and ſilly. NE I 
** Your Aſſertion that your Wife was my 
** Aunt's Firft-Coufin, is, I confeſs, a very ſur- 
** prizing Piece of News to me. One Thing I 
am ſure of, viz. That my Aunt never called 
** her any Thing but plain Betty. If you will 


not let me ſay, That ſhe was my Aunt's 


Servant, you muſt at leaſt, Sir, allow me to 
** affirm, That my Aunt had no other Servant ; 
and that I have ſeen your Lady, with my own 
** Eyes, an hundred and an hundred Times, 
* waſhing my Aunt's Linnen, and either emp- 
** tying or ſcowering a certain Utenſil which 
* the Ladies have ſometimes Occaſion for. 
| | LY do 
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&« do not deny, Sir, that ſhe is become a Gen- 


tlewoman, ſince you have done her the Honour 


to make her your Fife; nor do!] at all doubt, 
but chat if your extraordinary Merit and Ser- 
6 vices ſhould procure you a Biſhoprick, ſhe 
© would do the Honours of your Table in a 


proper Manner. I never heard but that ſhe 


<* ſerved my Aunt faithfully and honeſtly ; nor 
“js there any Manner of Harm in her having 
* been a Chambermaid ; yet if Ladies, when 
they grow Great, will intirely forget what 
they once were, it cannot be amiſs to put them 


. in mind of it. You aſſert, That ſhe 


ived with my Aunt, not as a Servant, but as 
i Companion: Pray, Sir, will you be ſo kind as 


to ask her one Queſtion z When ſhe was in our 


6 Family, did ſhe fit with my Aunt at my Fa- 
* ther's Table, or not? I dare ſay ſhe All not 


s affert ſhe did; becauſe there ate at leaſt an 


* hundred People now living, who could con- 
* tradi her. Indeed, Sir, my Father at that 
* Time would as ſoon have admitted his Cook, 
F or his Coachman, to have ſat with him at his 
Table as your Lady. How much ſhould 1 
< ſcorn to mention theſe Particulats, did not 
& you oblige me to it, by charging me with a 
Halſbaod Why will you and your Lady force 
me to tell you ſuch Truths as I find are not 


very pleaſing to you ? That ſhe has as great 


% Obligations to my Family, as a Woman can 
<< well have, is certain; that the Money ſhegor 
*in my Aunt's Service, with what her Miſtreſs 
left her when ſhe died, helped to pay your 
'* Debts, is as notoriouſly known, as it is that 
++ you were over Head and Ears in Debt when 
n | 00 you 
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you left the Univerſity of Cambridge. What 
Money you may now be worth, what Sums 
you may have had for Secret Service, I ſhall 
not pretend to determine. 15 
As to your fr Hints and Inſinuations 
jn your Letters, that I am a Madman; This, 
Fir, is a Point which I never yet diſputed, nor 
] believe ever ſhall diſpute. The King of 
Sparta, his Brother Nrict, Mr. Osborne, the 
Hyp-Docor, and Mr. Walſingbam, have all of 
them ſtrongly affirmed this Fact. Hard is their 
Fate, if they have not been able to convince 
„ the World of what I never yet denied. 
*© Methinks it is a fort of Reflection upon all 
** theſe able Writers, for you, Sir, to imagine, 
*© That even your /acerdotal Word could make 
* a Thing .more plain, which they have long 
+ ſince ſo clearly demonſtrated, Believe me, 
Sir, your harping ſo very often upon this 
<* String, can only ſerve to convince the World 
in whoſe Service you are lifted, and to what 
* Clan of Writers you belong. 
Tov conclude your laſt Letter, with aſſuring 
me, That amidſt all my Provocations and Me- 
*© naces, you enjoy a perfect Serenity of Mind. 
It is certain there is no greater Happineſs, than 
* for a Man, engaged in Controverſy, to enjoy 
“that Serenity of Mind which you aſſure me 
2 you are ſo perfect a Maſter of. Upon my 
© ſearching your two laſt Letters to me, for ſome 
Marks of this ſerene Temper, I find the fol- 
** lowing Expreſſions. I am neceſſitated to detect 
*© the Vileneſs of your Nature. Pritbee, if the Pride 
„ thy Heart will give thee Leave, take a Sort 
Survey of thy ſelf, Euſtace Budgell, Barriſter 
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« 4 Law, is really buta very title Man, if be did 
« but know himſelf ; and his vaunted ſelf-ſufficient 
« Wit and Parts, by they are but little too. O happy 
e Budgell ! whoſe law-tempered Front, &c. What 
« Management is it thy Vilenefs would inſinuate? 
c Swell if thou wilt, and diſcharge all the Poiſon 
& in thy Heart: I bave an Antidote within, a Con- 
& ſcience that will ſpeak Peace and Reſt to my Soul, 
ce when thine may call in vain for it. Some Paſ- 
« ſages in this Letter ſet me o laughing ; but ſoon 
« recolletting they might be the unbappy Effeftsof a 


„ Jiftempered Brain, I grew alittle more ſerious, 


« and Pity got the upper Hand of Ridicule. Thy 
« Pride, thy filly Pride, 'makes thee think thou art 
& the Terror of great Men, and makes thee fan- 
<< cy that their clandeſtine Management bas belped 
me to my Eſtate, in order to undo thee ; 
« wretched Infinuation of a deſperate =—= 1 
& know not what to call thee; but by a Word too 
* harſh and ungrateful to my Senſe. Is every 
* Slip, every Error in my Life, to be brought to 
Account in the preſent Diſpute? ' Shame on thy 
«© Malice ! I defy thee! Fudge all Mankind, if 
*© there is Fuſtice, Honour, or Humanity in this 
Find of Dealing ! Theſe are the Heathen Virtues 
* which you recommend to me: ¶ wiſh thou wert 
** Heathen enough to bring thee into the Road to 
Cbriſtianity. As to Gratitude, I owe thee none. 


Dot theu boaſt thyſelf a Son of the Church, with - 


all this Baſeneſs and Rancour in thy Soul? Me- 
tber thou art a more worthy Son, or I a more 
** worthy Miniſter, I refer to the impartial Fude- 
«© ment of Mankind, &c. &c. &c. 

Fax be it from me, Sir, to refuſe even an 
Enemy that Commendation which is juftly due 
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to him. When I look upon the foregoing Senten- 
& ces, all faichfully extracted out of your two laſt 
& Letters, I muft ingenuouſly own, I am at a Lofs 
« whether I ought chiefly to admire your Miet- 
* eſs and Charity as a Clergyman, your Piety 
« az a Chriſtian, your good Breeding as a Gentle- 
man, or your Serenity as a Philoſopher. 

Tou cannot, Sir, expect, that an unhappy 
& 7.#natick ſhould be able to imitate this Sere- 
* wity of Mind, which you ſo juſtly boaſt of, 
* and are ſo eminently bleſs d with; I therefore 
<* treft in your known Goodneſs, that whenever 
*I have exceeded the Rules of Decency and good 
< Manners, you will charitably impure it, either 
& to the Starts of a guilty Conſcience touched to 
the Quict, or to the Ravings of a Madman 
« when'ms Fit upon him. Iam, 


SIR, 
Dur Moſt Obedient, 
And moſt Humble Servant, 


June 29. | 
* E. BupozLL. 
N. B. The Reader may ſee, in the Appendix, 
The State of the Caſe hetween the Reverend 
Mr. William Piers and me, which is fo of- 
ten mentioned and referred to by both of 
us, in the preceding Letters. 


Trave done with the Reverend Mr. William 
Piers: I proceed to ſay ſomething of his Honeſt 
x chr Piers, © This Man had an Eſtate of 
about One hundred Pounds per Annum, Part of 
On, which 
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which was only Leaſehold. ' There was a Mort- 
upon it for about 700 l. and a Judęment by 
| = Confeſſion for 10001. beſides which he 
owed Money to a great many People. His Ne- 
ceſlitics were ſo great, that I have many a Time 
lent him ſmall Sums to buy Bread for his Fami- 
ly. I was induced to be kind to him, by his 
having married a Woman who was related* to 
me; and may Providence never bleſs either me 
or mine, if I did not moſt ſincerely love this 
Man: I had reſolved to make his Life eaſy 
and comfortable. He was every Day in Appre- 
henſion of being flung into a Gaol, and had of- 
ten. begged me, eyen with Tears, to ſettle hisun- 
happy Affairs, and buy the Reverſion of his 
Eſtate, which he had long endeavoured to fell 
in vain. This was in 1719. juſt before the Soutb- 
Sea, and when I had a large Sum of ready Mo- 
ney by me. I at laſt complied with his Requeſt, 
and took his Eſtate with ſo little Satisfaction 
about the Title, that I am well aſſured no Man 
but myſelf would have laid out his Money on 
the ſame Terms. I took his bare Word for all 
Particulars relating to the Eſtate ; but have ſince 
found that almoſt every Thing he then told me 
was falſe, For the Reverſion of this Eſtate, and of 
his Mother's Copyhold at Thorrington, I paid 


him eight hundred Pounds in Money, forgave h 
him all the Sums he owed me, and agreed to { 
diſcharge the Judgmeat for one thouſand Pounds. h 


By Writings properly executed, I was to have b, 
the immediate Poſſeſſion of one Half of the P 
Houſe and Gardens, and Piers was trial C 
obliged not to cut down any Timber or Wood. 

Some Time after I had paid my Purchaſe-Mo- 
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ney, he cut down great Quantities of Wood, a 
whole Grove of fine young Trees, and a long 
ſhady Walk in the Garden, which he very 
—— I was moſt particularly fond of. I found 
it neceſſary to ſtop ſuch ſhameful Devaſtat ions; 
but as I ever abhorred a Law - Suit, I offered to 
refer all Differences between us to any one Man 
of Honour and Reputation in the whole County. 
Two Gentlemen, who made a conſpicuous Fi- 

re in it, who were Mr. Piers's particular 

riends, and had 'known him many Years before 
they knew me, offered at different Times to ſet- 
tle al Things between us. I immediately em- 
braced; their kind Propoſal, and offered to ſub- 
mit all my Intereſt intirely to either of them. 
To their infinite Sur prize, they found that Piers 
would hearken to no Terms, nor agree to any 
Arbitration. I dare appeal for the Truth of this 
Fact to two Perſons in Oxfordſbire; one of 
whor is an Ornament to the higheſt Order of 
the Church; the other is no leſs eminent for his 
Humanity, than for his Station and Skill in the 
Law. They have both conſtantly done, and I 
am very , will always do N full Juſtice * 
this Head. 

Jobn Piers has not quite fo 0 Cunning. as 
his younger Brother the Parſon, His Tongue 
ſometimes gets the better of his Diſcretion,” and 
he has often told me in a Bravado, - that Though 
be had no Money himſelf, yet that there were Peo- 
ple ſomewhere, . who would ſupport him in. any 
Cauſe, and with any Sum againſt me; that they 
bad reſolved to give me. a Belly full of Law, to get 
me into a Gaol, and make me rot there. | 


\ 
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Son of his Proceedings againſt me, in Con- 
fidence of his being thus ſupported, have been fo 
uncommon and extraordinary, that I beg Leave 
to give you an Account of them. I am very 
well afſured you will not think it redions, | 
»: In order-to put a Stop to his Devaſtations 
upon my Eſtate, I went down myſelf to live in 
the Hoaſe; of which I was intitled to one Moi- 
ety from the Time of my Purchaſe. Upon'my 
ing down, Piers thought fit to remove to 
2 Farmer's Houſe about half a Mile diſtant. 
He wok away all his Beds, vo drm 8 
with him he thought proper ; having ſent 
for Beds, and — Things, from my Houſe in 
Londen, I did well enough with my little Fa- 
mily. I had lived there for ſome Time, when 
Morning two Bailiffs came into my Bed- 
C — — me in an Action in Piers's 
Name, and told me, FI did not give immediate 
Bail, ey would carry me to Oxford Gaol. 1 
have forgot at preſent the Sum for which I was 
arteſted. The Bailiffs were immediately fol- 
Ibwed: by Piers himſelf, who came into my 
Houſe at the Head of a Mob, which he had 
got about him. I deſired to know of him, be- 
fore forty Witneſſes, Why be arreſted me ? and 
offered immediately to pay him 500 J. if he could 
prove Fowed him five Shillings. He abſolutely 
refuſed to declare why was arrefted ; but told 
me with a Laugh, 1/bould know that at a proper 
Time. Though I was almoſt a Stranger in the 
Country, I made a Shift ro find undeniable Bail 
for this Action; and the Bailiffs having no far- 
ther Pretence to ſtay with me, left my Houſe. 
Piers and his Mob ſtill ſtayed, inſulting me with 
17 the 
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the moſt abuſive Language. I at laſt loſt all 
Patience, and was. gong to have caned one of 
them. A Gentleman of a good Eſtate in the 
Country, who had been one of my Bail, pre- 
vented me, and taking me aſide, told me, He 


thought be ſaw a great deal mare in this Af Ee 


than I did; that be believed I was pu 
voked to make me 8 and that 1 [47 ts 
ſhould. be 22 hat he Re 
ap of ſo mu . Wo to me ypon ſome 
little Reflection, that J reſolved patiently I £n- 
dure all Inſults, and only took care to k 
of my Servants about me. When Piers 5 
was not to be prouoted, he locked up me and 
my Servants, viz. a Footman, a. Gardener, and 
2 Servant Maid, in the Room where we were. 
The Mob, who were with bim, immediately 
ſet up a loud Huzza, and dif; themſelves 
over all my Houſe, took away whatever they 
pleaſed. One of my Men loſt a Silver Watch, 
which had coſt him five Pounds, a large Sum in 
a poor Servant's Pocket. As I was under Cen- 
finement, I cauld not ſay who took away any of 
my Goods. When my Servants and I had been 
kepe t Priſoners about two Hours, and the Mob 
done what they pleaſed, Piers Er. 
to unlock the Door, and releaſe us. 1 
may ſafely aver, the Adios he arreſted me upon 
was a Sham one, ſince he never brought * 
Trial; nor do I know to this Hour why I waz 
thus arreſted. Upon conſulting Counſel, I was 
adviſed to-bring an Action pris 2 Piers for fulſẽ 
analy von and my poor Servants, who had 
ſhut * me, and ſufficiently abuſed 


were 3 adviſed to bring 
their 
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their ſeveral Actions. The Trials came on at 


the Oxford Aſſizes. I proved the Particulars 


above mentioned by ſeveral Witneſſes, and could. 


Tye. called a great many more. It was abſolute- 
ly. —_— 5 revent my baving a Verdict. 


| RN ang one : what Damages do you think, Sir, 


J had given — for being thus arreſted on a ſham 
Action, robbed, abuſed, inſulted, and impri- 
ſoned in my own Houſe ? As poor a Man as I 
am, I will venture to lay you a Guinea you do 
not gueſs within five hundred Pounds; I never 
yet met with any Man that did. The * 

given me were Ox E FARTHING:. 
. er me to fay, Sir, that I as little thi 
that my Liberty would have been valged 


at 22155 og fr: as you, or any Gentleman in the Houſe 


of Commons, can now think that your own Liber- 
ties are worth no more. I am determined to fix 


this Farthing in the Midft of a gilt F rame, and 


to put this Inſcription round it: 


Aung Dom.—— The Value of the Liberty of 
an Engliſnman. 


1 might, perhaps, add, f an Engliſh Gentle 
man, who had been in ſeveral confiderable Poſts, 
and done important Services for the Houſe of Ha- 
nover. © Should my Fate ever carry me again in- 
ro foreign Nations, I fancy no Body who ſaw 
chis farthing, could doubt how firmly Liberty 
was eſtabliſhed and protected -by- Law, in the 
happy Iſland of Great Britain. 

Now it is my Duty to think, that the pro- 


ceedings in Courts of Juſtice are ſtrictly juſt; 
yet T'muſt o one Thing at firſt a link ſtuck 
with me: Though the Ae given me were 


but 
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but One Farthing, two of my Servants had one 
Shilling given to each of them. I will not think 
that this Diſtinction between us was made on Pur- 
ſe to inſult and mortify me. Damages in theſe 
Caſes have been always proportioned to the 
Quality of the Perſon injured: Since I muſt not 
therefore imagine that Partiality, or an impro- 
per Influence is got into our Courts of Juſtice, I 
am reſolved ſtedfaſtly to believe, That my own 
Footman was eight and forty times a better Man 
than his Maſter. _ 584111 
Tnovon I made no Complaints myſelf, my 
Tryal above mentioned made a deal of 
Noiſe. As ſoon as I came to Town, an eminent 
Gentleman at the Bar ſent to deſite to ſpeak 


with me: He told me, My Tryal at Oxford had 


been the Subject of a Publick Converſation among a 
great many Gentlemen of the Long Robe; That 4 
Perſon eminent at the Bar, who afurmed he was 
preſent at it, had given them an Account of it; but 
that there were ſome Particulars /o very uncom- 


mon, that he hardly knew how to'believe ibem; 


and that this was the Reaſon of his ſending for me. 
I ToLD him I never loved fruuleſs Complaints; 
and added (what was ſtrictly rue, viz.) That J 


bad not told the Story myſelf to any Body. I de- 


fired, however, to know what be bad beard. 
Upon his acquainting me, I aſſured him that 
the ſeveral Fals he had mentioned were True. 
If it be ſo, Mr. Budgell, (ſays he,) it was à moſt 
infamous Verdict; there was never ſuch a one ſince 
Magna Charta: You ſhould not look upon this as 
your'own private Caſe ; tis the Concern of every 
Gentleman in England: One of his Majeſty's Ser- 
feants is of the ſame Opinion with me; and i | you 


agree 
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agree to it, will immediately move, that you may 
have a new T 8 
ſhameful R of your Farthing Damages 
(which will otherwiſe remain a Scandal to the 
Laws of England) may be cancelled. I thanked 
him for his Friendſhips but had ſeen too much, 
to deſire to begin again. I made ſome Oherua- 
tions at the Tal OF blah were ſo very obvious, 
that I believe I may ſafely/afſert, there was not 
aud Broth che iwlghs Chace wh did cox neabe 
them as well as my ſelf. This. Thing was not 
done in a Corner. 
1 — — | 
this Jobn Piers, to compel him to the Perform - 
ance of an Agreement ſigned with his own Hand, 
8 witneſſad, but which he reſolutely refuſed 
. He immediately preferred a Craſſ 
Bill againdt me; ſo that I found myſelf engaged 
r expenſive Suits in Chancery, and 2 
od Quatzicy of Buſineſs cut out for Council, 
A 


Sollicitors, Clerks in Court, Com- 
miſſioners, Agents, Evidences, Bailifts, Under 
Sheriffs, e. My Adverſary (though 


not worth 
one 3 was ſo tifully ſupplied with 
ed, and ſo ſtrongly fup- 

ported, —— or other, that after /ome 
Nears ſpent in n=, and a vaſt Expence, 1 
found 2 to contend with him any 
I have been obliged, for ſeveral Years 

paſt, co tet this Law-Suir ſleep, though I have 
every Year ſuffered very great RN 
by Pierss not executing an 
made with me, and which was moſt cindy 
very much for his own Advantage : 
er I was have rake he Eats ine 
J my 
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my on Hands, to have paid Piers Fourſcore 
Pounds a Year, Nette- Money, during his Life, 


—ů—rů — —¾4 
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havediſchargod him ceping in 3 1H 
———— a In i 
was by the fr#-Covenants berween us obliged | bf 


I yROCEED to give you an Account of his 
laſt Exploit, which I do aſſure you is extremely 
famous in Oxfordſbire. I left my Houſe upon 
this Eſtate (Piers being ſettled for ſeveral Tears 
paſt in a little Thatehed Cottage, at a Diftance 
from it) to the Care of a Servant. He has been 
in the undiſturbed. Poſſeſſion of it for: ſeveral 
Years paſt ; and I have paid him above Thyeeftore 
2 for his Pains ſince he 1 9 
I my Houſe (which is a ty large one 
2 — furhiſhed: My Ser- 
vant who had, and ſtill has the Keys, lives 
with his own Family at the other End of the 
Pariſh ; but uſed conſtantly to go down once or 
twice a Day to ſee that all my Goods were ſafe. 
Some Time ſince, under the Mast of an Exect- 
tion, my Papers at my Houſe in Arundei- Streei 
were ſeized upon, and rifled in a moſt villanous 
Manner, I made my Complaints of this Horrid 
Outrage in a proper Place, as I thought at leaft, 
and with proper Afidavits in my Hand; bur 
could get no Redreſs'; and conſulting the 
moſt; eminent Council, found it was in vain to 
hope ſor any. I had ftill Papers by me of great 

onſe to my 9wwn Affairs ; and ſome, as I 
concerve, of no leſs Conſecuence to the Public. 
After what had paſſed, I was very uneaſy at 
having cheſe Papers with me in the Herr, and 
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yet ſcarce knew who to truſt with them. I at 
laſt thought they would be throughly ſafe in a 

Aron Cheſt and a Hitile Cloſet, in one of the Gar- 

rets in my Houſe in Oxfordſbire; ſince the Houſe 
ſtands by it ſelſ, is built of Stone, and, as no Body 

lived in it, could not be fired, unleſs it was done 

on Purpoſe. Upon theſe Conſiderations, in- 
truſted my Papers to an old Servant, who has 
lived with me a great many Years. I ordered her 
to go dom to Oxfordſſire, to get a ſtrong Cheſt, 
which I deſcribed to her, removed up into the 
Cloſtt ; to put New Locks and 'Kzys both upon 
the-Chef and the Cloſet- Door; to lock them care- 
fully, and bring up the two Keys. with her to 
London; and not to leave them with my Servant 
in the Country, who had the Keys of all the reſt 
of the Rooms in the Houſe. My Maid went 
into Oxford/bire, and returning to me in a few Days 
with Two Keys; aſſured me, ſhe had exa#!y 
executed my Orders; and that to avoid any Tull 
about Papers, ſhe had likewiſe put ſome Linen, 
and other Things into the Cheſt. She had been 
in Town feycral Months, when I happened to 
fall into a very ill State of Health. During my 
Sickneſs, I received a Letter from my Servant in 
Oxfordſhire, acquainting me, That my. Houſe 
had been brate ofien in the Night, and ſeveral 
not ſay by whom; but that he had ſecured all 


the Doors again, faſter than ever. Soon after, I 


received ſeveral other Letters from him, to ac- 
aint me, That my Houſe had been broke open 
eral Times, Part of my Goods ſtolen 
each Time; though he had not yet been able 
to diſcoyer the Villains. ? All I could do in my 
5 unhappy 
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unhappy Circumſtances was, to charge him to 
watch the Houſe carefully for the future, and to 
do his utmoſt to diſcover who the Villains wete 
that robbed it. At laſt, he ſent me Word, in 
the Month of March 1531, That he had ſur- 
prized that very Morning one Badcock, a moſt 
notorious Rogue, and whohad been ſeveral Times 
in Gaol; one Gillman, a Day-Labourer, and Jobn 
Piers, who had broke open my Houſe the Night 
before, as he ſuppoſed, becauſe they had got all 
my Goods into the Court, and were eo ly car- 
rying away the laſt of them, when he cameupon 
them; That Piers and Gillman looked (to uſe his 
own Words) as if they had been cut down from the 
Gallows z, and, tac h he told' them they were baſe 
Men to break open his Maſter's Houſe, and ſteal 
his Goods; That he could not get one Word 
from Piers and Gillman; and that Badcock only 
ſaid, He could not tell where they bad tht Goods. 
He. let me know by ſome other of his Letters, 
that all the Country cried out, Shame! upon this 
barbarous proceeding. againſt a ſick Man under 
Confinement, and unable to help himſelf : That 
Piers's beſt Friends, among whom were a cer- 
tain Councellor, and an Attorney, who had for- 
merly gone great Lengths'to ſerve him, declared 
publickly, That this was {o' flagrant a Felony, 
that th r never mote have any TOY to 
do with = 

I cg \frrong Reaſons to belive, that my 
poor Servant's applying for Fuftice would ſignify 
nothing; and I was under violent Apprehen- 
ſions, that he might be taken off from given his 
Evidence: I reſolved therefore, ſick as I was; if 
poſſible, to go * my ſelf. By making æ 


Depoſit 


Se * g ð — 
— — — — 


- 
e _ OO TO OO —— 


» i® . . 
2 — —— —— — _ — 


On — — —— — — wä4ↄ—— U ꝓPPV— . — 
- - 2 _ - — — — 


. 0 p — 6 4 5 - . 
* "OE r a—_ "x ** -- Tz & =, - - 
4 * G | 1 . | ths - * 1 
f : 4 4 "'Y Vu © 4 — 
" - 3 W £5 
f n ar a 5 * 8 N p , - "4 T =” * © % - 
0 p — — 5 


FI. * Ls * . o * - w 
** — £ —__. % * by — x "= - Pr T7 = 5 — "WF. = 4 
r 1 — n * 1 * 1 3 "LF 3 $0 Fa # 2 - o 

a # 2 4 — * ay b * * - Fw — N 9 -4 — Ss z 
E FW : : 


0” — 
3 þ. 4< en ii, _ IF — 


* — — Lu—— —— ͤ G— 


— a — 
4 A a * 
— . — — 


HZ 


—— i — — = 
* 
— 


— — 


8 


—— 
3 $050 to) art eee 
s * 4- — = -# * * 


= "Ee nd Fa er RTT. 


55 in the Bank of 250-1. I pue myſelf out 
qwer of two Perfons to whom I do not owe 
One Farthing, and who are ſuing me for a pre- 
en with no Deſign, but to ruin me. 
y few Honeſt Creditors, who know E will pay 
them as ſoon, as ever. I can, gave me free: Leave 
o g9:wherever I pleaſed * So that in A4ugrft laſt, 
get down. to Oxfordſhire, in an ill State of 
myſolf, and forced to leave a Servant up- 
an the Road, whom I took with me, and who 
was. almolt Killed wich a Fall front an orſe. 

My Houſe lies about five Miles from Oxford, I 


went directly to Oxford, concealing my ſelf as 
much 


as poſſible, and from thence ſent to my 
Servant who- had n to 
Rn pon talleing with him, 
os that my Houſe wa was entirely tripped 
to Bottom · 3 that evemthe little Cloſer 
. F open, and tie ſtr 
th all the Papers > It entries of 
immediately AN Peace, to 

wake e the fon bas he hd ol 
Fellow, upon Examination, 
ro of an Thing as he — 
to me, ak his- Leaters: and by: Word: of 
Mouth. The Juſtice, while he wes taking down 
his. Examinatiog/in, Writing, ſaid, two or three 


2 That is Felony, and, Tut brings the Fe- 
y home 10 Piers: That fixes the Felony, upon 


925 When my Servant had ſworn, to the 

nts: of his; Examination, I deſired a War- 
rant againſt. the three Fellows who had broke 
open and robbed. my Houſe. A Warrant was 


. me * enough! againſt Badeort and 
OO + 3 mine could — 
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evail, to obtain a Warrant againſt Piers, I con- 
feſs, I have ever thought chat Paier ought to be 


. equal ro all Men: It appeared by my Servant's 


ath, That Piers was the principal Offender 3 and 
that one Part of my Goods which were ſtolen were 
hid in his Barn, and another Part carried to his 
Houſe. TE; vat 
IBO Leave, in this Place, to make a Qort 
Digreſſion upon the Commiſhon 8 Pence, n it 
has ſtood of late Years in the County of Oord: 
and to ſhew you, That an Oxfora/bire Juſtice can, 
when he thinks proper, be leſs Delicate and Com- 
Plaiſant than this Gentleman was in the preſent 
Caſe, to a Man who has often abſconded for 
Debi, and, to my certain Knowledge, is not how 
worth One Shilling. «+ Wy 

I witt ſhew you, Sir, that an Offordfire 
Juſtice can, when be thinks t, treat even an Ar 


macent Perſon in 2 very different Manner.” 
| Som Fearsfince, two Fellows were prevailed _ 


upon to ſwear the Peace againſt me, 1 found 


5 break down one of my 


Gates, and told them, That F I caught them 
again at that Sport, I would order my Servants 
to fire upon them, or would da it myſelf. FPhis 
was the real Fa, Upon theſe Fellows f 

the Peate againſt me, I was taken up with 4 
Warrant by a Conſtable, carried away five Nilas 


before acertain Juſtice, and treated by this u b 


leſs Creature' with as much Infolexce, as if I had 
been a common Pick-pocket. I was bound over; 
35 uſual, to appear at the newt Sefions., If I had 
appeared, I muſt have had up my Recogruzance 
of courſe. My not appearing was therefare' 4 
Prejadice to HM to my/cif and my — 

War 2 ' Bf 
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ties. I was detained in London by Affairs of Con- 
ſequence: Yet, becauſe I did not leave all my 
Buſineſs, and appear at the Seſſions in Oxford, 
(though no new Complaint was made againſt me) 
an Order was made at the Seſſions, That my Re- 
cognizance (which, asI remember, was 4breeſcere 
Pounds) ſhould be eſtreated. 2 
O HA Britain! O fortunate Engliſhmen ! 
among whom Zuftize (the full Reward for all 
thoſe immenſe Sums, and heavy Taxes you pay 
yearly to the Government) is thus equally, thus 
impartially adminiſter'd! ' * k 
--- Ixnow not in what Light Things have been 
ted to the Lord Chancellor; but I 
Thall lay before you two other plain Matters of 
— N Nr a 
Mr. Serjeant Skinner, a Gentleman of an un- 
blemiſhed Character, in conſiderable ' Bufineſs, 
eminent at the Bar, and Recorder of Oxford, who 
by Virtue of the City Charter may try a Crimi- 
nal for a Capital Offence, and cauſe him to be 
Executed, as he actually has done; I ſay, Sir, this 
very Gentleman, thus qualified, and thus diſtin- 


guiſhed, was for ſeveral Years together kept out 


of the Commiſſion of the Peace in Oxfordſhire. * 

Upon his preſent Majeſty's Acceſſion to the 
Throne, when all the Commiſſions of the Peace 
were renewed, as I deſigned to ſettle near O8ford, 
(an Univerſity which I muſt ever love ho- 
nour), and had no Mind to be inſulted by all 
vrho might think ĩt meritorious to uſe me al, be- 
tauſe' I'was no Favourite of the Firſt Miniſter's, I 
had a Mind to be in the Commiſſion of the Peace: 


I was at the Bar, (which Circumſtance alqne, was 


Pays thought a ſufficient Qualiß cation for a 
R. py | . : i 2 Juſtice 


T's we a ee 
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Juſtice of Peace,) I had ar leaſt One Thouſand 
Pounds per Annum, which lay in Middleſex, Ox- 
fordſbire, and other Counties: I had been in ſe- 
veral conſiderable Poſts under the late King, and 
ſhall make no Scruple to ſay, That I had done 
the Houſe of Hanover ſome Services. I applied 
upon this Occaſion to a Brother-1n- Law, who is 
a Member of your Houſe, one of his Majeſty's 
Council, 'and has two conſiderable Poſts. My 
Brother (with whom, till I had openly declared 
againſt a certain great Man, to whom he has 
perſonal Obligations, I lived in a perfe& Friend- 
ſhip) readily promiſed to get me put into the 
Commiſſion of the Peace. He did accordingly 
ſpeak to —— Martin Eſquire, the Lord Chan- 
cellor's Secretary, I waited twice myſelf upon 
the ſame Gentleman ; and was in h of ob- 
taining this only Poſt I ever applied for ſince his 
moſt gracious Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne. 
But when the Commiſſion of the Peace for Oxford- 
ſhire was renewed, my Brother was not'a little 
ſurprized (I had ſeen oo much to be furprized at 
any Thing)'to find that I was left out of it. 

Ao all the Acts of Parliament which 
paſſed laſt Seſſions, I am humbly of Opinion, 
there was not a better Act than that for Regu- 
lating the "Commiſſion of the Peace: I am afraid 
the Power of a Juſtice of Peace, (which is every 
Tear growing greater) has been too often in- 
truſted to very improper Men, and abuſed in the 
moſt ſcandalous Manner, I have myſelf made a 
Collection of Tome ' Fas, which may one Day 
be of : uſe. Your providing that no Attorneys 
ſhould be in the Commiſſion, was a moſt wiſe 
and neceſſary Regulation: How often thoſe Men 
<3 „ 
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have made the Power of a juſtice of Peace ſub- 
ſervient to their own Intergfts and beſe Deſgus, is 
pretty notorious. I ſhould be loth to aſſert too 
poſitively, that this Power was never abuſed by 
Gentlemey al the — Lou may poſſibly, Sir, 
find it neceſſary one Day or other to take effectual 
Care, that no two or three Men linked t 
and countenanced by a irſt Miuiſter, have 
it in their Power to ride and tyrannize over a whole 


1 1 RETURN from this Digreſion, to the Rela- 


bogs bf ney mg 
I was not able, as I have already told you, 
to obtain a Warrant for the a ing of 


Pier. AN I could prevail upon the Juſtice to 
do, was to. ſend him à Letter, wherein he ac- 


| gpaiop Ni with whey ny. Soong had ſworn ; 
and let him know, That if he did not appear be- 
fore him, he ſhould be obliged to grant a War- 
rant againſt him. I took the Liberty to let the 


Juſtice know, that I conceiped ſuch a Letter was 
1 better than giving Piers fair Warning co 
2 That I was ſatisfied he, and — 
2 ate Same who had broke — 
ro were encouraged to 
they ad om 2 B a Belief chas I. was Cty and 
that I was perſuaded they would all three of them 
run away, $4 Joon 43 emer they heard I was in the 
Country. But all my Reaſons and Arguments 
were not ſufficient to procure . Warrant for the 


hs ee pct? . 
31 4 LI, in this Place do the Gentleman in 
the Commiſſion of the Peace, to whom I ap- 
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the Law as any one Man im Oxforuſpire, and is a 
fort of Oracle in the County. He has good Bu- 


ſineſs, as fair a Reputation as moſt Gentlemen 


at the Bar, and has ever been looked upon as a 
ſtaunch Whig. I have heard, indeed, that he 
is not altogether unknown to @ certain Great 
Man, whom I do not take to be my Friend ; but 
am very unwilling to think that a View of plea- 
ſing any Nan, fhould have any Influence over 
his Manner of acting in the Commiſſion of the 
Peace. I muſt likewiſe do him the Juſtice to own, 
chat though Þ coulcꝭ not obtain from him what J 
deſired, I was treare® by him with great Civitiry 
and good Manners, But when I have done him 
the Juſtice to allow all this, the karned Genele- 
man muſt excuſe me, if E cake the Liberty to re 


late Matters of Fa, eſpecially fince E fink nyp 
Ruin cormpleated? by his refuſing me what I 


humbly conceive, at leaſt, I had a Right to de- 
mand; and ſince I do not know how ſoon ſome 
af my Fellow- Subjects may be in the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances with myſelf. | | * 

Fix Dix I was unable to obtain a Warrant 


for apprehending Piers, & deſired, that I might 


have a Warrant to ſearch his Houſe and Barn 
my Goods, My Servant ſwore: poſitively, that 
one Part of them were in his Hoe, and another 
Part hid ina Barn which · ſtood in a Field at ſome 
Diſtance from his Houſe. 6 


Mr.. Juſtice made ſome Difficulty to grant me 


ſuch-a Warrant: At laſt, however, I obtained. a 
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Oxon ſſ. To the Conſtable of Cuddeſdon in the 
ſaid County, and alſo to the Conſtable 
of Denton in the ſaid County of Oxon, 
and to each of them. | 


WHEREAS it hath been proved upon Oath 


Before me, one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace 


for the ſaid County, That ſeveral Goods belonging 
to Euſtace Budgell Efquire, , have been ſtolen out 
of his Houſe in Denton in the County of Oxon; 
and that the ſaid ſtolen Goods are now in the Houſe 
of John Piers of Cuddeſdon afareſaid ; Theſe are 
therefore, in his Majeſty's Name, to require you to 
fearch the Houſe and Barn of the ſaid John Piers, 
in Cuddeſdon aforeſaid, for the ſaid ftolen Goods ; 
but you are not to break open any Door, or 10 
do any Thing therein which is illegal. Given un- 
der my Hand and Seal this 27th Day of Auguſt, 
7 - } WR [ | . 


; "1, - W.. 


- IESETIIIVI I may defy any Man in England to 
match this Search Warrant : It appears, u 
the very Face of the Warrant, that it had been 
proved upon Oath, That my Goods bad been ſtolen; 
and that the ſaid ſtolen Goods were in the 1 
Fobn Piers. Upon which, Mr. Juſtice com 
the Conſtable, in his Majeſty's Name, 0 earch 
the Houſe and Barn of the ſaid John Piers for the 
ſaid ſtolen Goods; and yet, immediately - after, 
expreſly orders him not to break open any Door. 
How to make theſe to Orders conſiſtent with 
one another, is, I confeſs, paſt my Skill; and I 
am afraid, would a little puzzle even the Learned 


Gentleman who gave them. 


I re- 
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Ire ted to him; that he was commanding 
Jinpoſſubilities : I deſired nothing more but, — he 
would give the à Srareh Watfant in the common 
Form, and allow the Conſtable to cfecute it as he 
did all other Warratits of the fame Nature. I 
even offered to give him ſufficient Security bo ſave 


both himſelf and the Conſtable harmleſs for fo do- 


ing: I told him the meaneſt Cobler in London was 
never refuſed what I now asked; and that no body 
knew better than himſelf, that all che Juftices in 
Erigland iſſued their Warrants to ſearch Houſes 
without any Reſtriction, when politive Oath was 
made before them that ſtolen Goods were in ſuelt 
Houſes: 


Hz confeſſed that moſt Juſtices did act in that 
Manner; but added, That haying confidered 
how the Law ſtood, he did not — ſuch War- 
rants to be legal; and therefore muſt deſire that 
I would excuſe him from granting me lock a a 
Warrant. 

IF the Law lands as this Gentleman ſays, I 
own be has dane me no Injury; but then one Thing 
Iam ſure of, viz. That if; when our Houſes 
are broke open, and we know where out Goods 
are catried; we muſt not be fully impowered to 
ſearch for them, it is high Time Som. all Engliſh- 

men ſhould know in how bleſſed a Conditions they 
are, and how firmly their Properties are ſecured 
ta them. I believe, Sir, I may venture to aſſure 
you, that if the Fradeſmen ih London believed 
the Law ſtood as this learmed Gentleman Tays it 
does, they would not ſteep one Night quietly in 
their Beds, till your Houſe met again, and they 
had a he Act of Parliament paſſed for the Secu- 
rity of their Properties. _ thre learned Gentle - 
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man is right in his Notion, (for I will not ſuſpect 
that he did not believe himſelf, what he told 
me,) it is likewiſe high Time that all the Juſtices 
in London (J might perhaps add, all over Eng- 
land) ſhould be informed, that they have hither- 
to acted either like a Pack of ignorant Fuols, or 
2 Gang of Houſe-Breakers. Theſe Conſidera- 
tions, Sir, make me conceive it highly neceſſary 
to lay my Caſe before the Publick. I am pret- 
ty confident, that if Conſtables cannot be im- 
powered to break open Doors, and to ſeize ſtolen 
Goods, when it appears upon Oath that ſuch 
Goods are in ſuch an Houſe, Nine Felons out 
of Ten will for the future eſcape, who are tried at 
the Old Bailey; and againſt whom I obſerve the 
ſtrongeſt Evidence uſually is, that the Gogds ſtolen 
were found in the Felon's Houſe. I will not fup- 
pre any Thing fo much to the Scandal of our 

aws, as to fancy that a Point on which the 
Properties of ſo many Perſons muſt daily depend, 
is left doubtful, and a Thing for Lawyers to quib- 
ble, diſpute, and harangue upon; if it be, we 
have:been moſt egregiouſly bantered in being fo 
often told that our Laws are the beſt in the World. 


I dare fay, this Point is fully ſertled in all Fo- 


# Nations; even among the Hottentots. 
I covLD get no other Warrant than ſuch: a 
one as I have given you the Copy of, nor could 
perſuade the Juſtice to truſt me even with zhis, 
till I had given him my Word and Honour 
that I would not ſuffer the Conſtable to break 
open any Door. With this ſtrange ſort of Search- 
Warrant, I rode to Cuddeſdon (five Miles from 
Oxford) where my Houſe lies. The Conftable 
to hom I firſt ſhewed the Warrant, _— 
1111 x | 0 


9 | . 
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do any Thing u it: But at laſt, I made the 
- Tithing-Man, of Under-Conftable, promiſe me 
to go to Piers's Houſe. I told him I would go 
thither firſt my ſelf, ordered him to ſtay ſome 
time behind me, and not to go to the Houſe the 
ſame Way I went. Upon my coming to Piers's, 
by great good Fortune; I found the Door open; 
and going in, ſaw ſeveral of my Goods, ſuch as 
a Clock, a Jack, and a good Quantity of Pew- 
ter in a lower Room, which was No body 
but Piers's Wife was in the Houſs; ſhe wore 4 
ſurprized to ſee me, that it was near ten Minutes 
ore ſhe ſpoke one Word. I ſat down, and 
reſolved ſhe ſhould ſpeak firf. At laſt ſhe broke 
out into the following Words: [thought you had 
been ſafe enough 5 I ſuppoſe you are come down 10 
bang ny Husband for breaking open your Houſe, 
and taki your Goods; but be heard you 
was inthe Pariſh, and is got far enough out of your 
Reach ; ſhall never ſee him more. I aſſured 
her I had no Warrant againſt bim; but ſhe told 
me He did not believe me, and that I ſhould ne- 
ver ſee bim, nor know where be was. At laſt the 
_ Conſtable came, who told me, Arann _=_ was 
coming to the Houſe the 'Back-way, met 
Piers in the Fields, going off; that he told 
him he was going to ſearch his Houſe for ſto- 
len Goods; but that he had no Warrant againſt 
bim. Whereupon Piers ſal, That be would come 
to bim; but that he much doubted, whether he 
would be as good as his Word. I made the Con- 
ſtable, however, ſtay a good while before we did 
any Thing; but finding it in vain to expect Piers, 
I wene up Stairs, and looking through ſome 
Holes in the Doors of the Chambers, I faw ſe- 

O 2 yeral 
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Name to open the Doors 3 bur 3 
ly refuſed 0 de. We were expreſsly forbid by 
our. Warrant to break chem open; bey, what was 
worſe, I could. nat get even this Warrant, till i 
leb. my dd and Hongyr that mo Doors 

he broke apen. Leaving therefore the Cen: 
ſtahle in the Houſe, — — 
the Harn, when bs cold eee 
were hid; and looking inte the Barn through 
ſeyeral Holes, aw that a conſiderable Part of my 
— Hogg Piers's Wife refuſed to 
as ſhe had Feber dane to open 


— — 1 All I could da, therefore, - was 


to bid the Conſtable take ſuch of my Goods as ws 
found in the Rooms that were carry 
them back again to my Houſe, w 10 1 told him 
I would be anſwerahle tor them. The Gods ha 
ſeized, were a Cheſt of Books and Pamphlets, a 
Clock, a Jack, a Cheſt of Dra were, ſome Chains, 
and ſome other Things of no great Value. I had 


forgot to take 1 my Gods from 


my Servant, hom I left under 4 ; Surgean's 
__ on theRaad; and therefore Whenenen the 
„or the Man ha aſſiſled him, tack up. 

1 Ly Thing 1 Piss Wife declared did. nat 
Notwichſtanding this my Civilty, ſhe gave ms 
the moſt vulgar and abuſive Language that can 
paſſihly be conceived ; and went at laſt fa far, as 
to ſtrike me. I hope I can keep my Temper — 


greater Provocations than a Woman's Hands, 
** or 


to me, I made them lay it down again. 
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or Tongue. All, who were preſant, will witnef 
ſor me, that I never ræturned her eicher an harſh 
gr uncivil Werd. * 

. Havinco done a I could by Virtue of my 
notable Search- Warrant, I rode back again to 
my Juſtice at Oxford, I now made Qath before 
bim myſelf, as I could ſafaly do, that my Houſe 
was ſtripp'd of all che Goods had leit in i | 


init; 
that I had actually ſeen 8 great Part of 
Piers's Houſe and Barn; That his ow 


grant me 2 Search-Warrant in the common Form, 
which was never refuſed the meaneſt Porter in 
Landon. All I could ſay was to no Purpole. 
not at 
Man had 


upon how bleſſed a Foot their 
Propertie. 


— 
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Properties "ſtand ; and that Juſtice ſhould 
alſo be informed, That all the — 
hitherto granted to ſearch for ſtolen Goods were 
ilgal ; and that ſueh Warrants for the future 
ought to run in the ſame Words with mine. 
Tuus much farther, with Submiſſion to che ß 

harned Gentleman, I ſhall venture to ſay xy By the 
Laus of Two poſitive Witneſſes to the 
fame Fal, are thought ſufficient even to take away 
a Man's Life: Therefore, that two poſitive Wit- 
neſſes, who both ſwear a Man's - which 
have been talen from him are in ſuch a Room, 
ſhould be ſufficient to procure. him a Power: to 
break open that Room, and take his own Goods, 
is ſo very agreeable to coMMON' SENSE, and 
COMMON- JUSTICE, that I would not willingly 
believe ir is contrary toLaw.. If ur 4 
upon ftolen Goods was —— ſecure a Fe- 
lon in — — — 
ceive, that two or three 
rifle the Shop of the ri rs porter 1 2 
don, carry off all his Plate, Cash, Books, and 
Bank-Notes and after all this, if the Admini- 
ſtration was co and Pardons to be — 
might purchaſe a Pardon with one Half. of 
Booty, and put the Remainder into their own 
Pockets: Nor do Fat all doubt, but that if thoſe 
worthy Perſons 'who live by breaking Erne tha! 
and robbing upon the Highway, were in 
the * as this — Gentleman ſays it 
does, they would ſoon 1 - 
Plecnon of his Doctrine. 

You may 8 y ask me, Sir, Why I did 

not apply to other Juſtice? I anſwer, That 


I have conſtantly found — Country — 
cle 


— 
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cline to act, and been referred by them to the 
Gentlemen at the Bar, Men learned in the Law. 
Of theſe there are but two in the City of Oxford: 
One of them, viz. the Recorder, who has lately 
been admitted into the Commiſſion of the Peace, 
(whatever his Reaſons are,) has not yet qualified 
himſelf to act in the County at large; the other 
is the Perſon to whom I did apply; fo that I 
had no Choice. I acquainted this d Gentle- 
man, That the three Perſons, who had robbed 
me of my Goods, had (as I believed would) 
all fled from their Houſes the Moment they heard 
I was in the Country; but that the Conſtable had 
ſeen Piers, and might have taken him, if he had 
had a Warrant againſt him. I thought, at leaſt, 
that Mr. Juſtice ſeemed a little ſtruck with what 
I mentioned about Piers. Inſhort, Badcock and 
Gillman were no where to be found all the while 
I ſtaid in the Country; but after ſome Days, I 
received. a Letter from the Juſtice, that Piers 
would appear before him at ſuch a Time. I have 
Reaſons to. think, that before he could be per- 
ſuaded to a „the ſtrongeſt Promiſes were 
made him, That he ſhould be effectually ſcreened, 
and brought off, as he was before in che Caſe of 
the Fartbing Verdidt; and how punctually theſe 
Promiſes were kept, my Readers ſhall ſee anon. 
I went to the Juſtice's at the Time mentioned in 
his Letter. I found Piers was there before me, 
with an old Attorney well known in Oxfordſhire. 
Piers (who I believe had been well, tutored) faid 
but little himſelf : He would neither own, nor 
deny that he had broke open my Houſe : Hig 
Attorney ſpoke for him ; and told me, That if I 
at durſt indict. bis Clien for Felony, his Client 
le· Wann | IE Bs ſhould 


v0” VYDYY_ Ur” nw 


1 
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* 


ir 
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ic 


 fince I ſeemed to defire nothing 
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old indict me for the /ame Crime. Though 
F was a little rized at this modeſt Piece 
of Aſſurance, I reſolved not to be bullied out 
of my Senſes. I told the Juſtice, That however 
that Gentleman might act, I was refolved to in- 
dict Pier for the Felony ; and therefore hoped he 
would commir him till the dert Aſſizes. could 
not prevail on ch Head: The Juſtice reſolved to 
admit him to Bail; and though I declared upon 
Oach, That che Goods which I had loft, _ 
confiderable Value, and that my 


F could onl 1 to have him — 
Pounds Bai for his Appearance at the next Aſſizes. 
His Attorney ſtill threatened: me, that his Client 
ſhould: ſwear Felowy againſt me; and actually 
tbok the Bible in this Hand to deliver to him, 
thar he might do ib. But here the Juſtice thought 
fit to interpoſe, by dechring, he did not fee there 
was the leaſt. Robtm to charge me with Felony, 
more, than to re- 
cover my on Goods, Thus, Sir, by good For- 
tune, I eſcaped being charged with a Felony, It 
may be th more adviſeable to 
mo heroafter with High-Treaſon. The Pretence 
charging me with Felony, was this: Piers affirm- 
ed, That in the Cheſt of Books, which the Con- 
ſtable had ſeized in his Houſe, thert were two or 
three Books which wete norte of mire, but which 


Taquiry, T ſnd this ob of Oxford; U 120 
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not lefit hin a ſingle 
ated me, hed not ne in ng 71 
I was forced to returfi back to after a 


very fatiguing and expenſive: Journey, wich the 


wretched 


* foe were till of a much — Va Vie 
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wvretched Canſolation, that I had found my Houſe 
ſtripp d of every Thing init; and that though 1 
had actually een in Pierss Barn, and his upper 
Noms, the grrateſt Part of the Goods. I had loſt, 
T could not be impowered to ſeize them, . 
Tux Fatigue of the Journey under an ill State 
of Health, and my Reflections upon the cruel 
Treatment I met with, chrew me into a new Fic 
of Sickneſs. I reſolved, however, if I was alive, 
to go down, to the next Aſſiaes in Oxford/bire 
and being unable to ride, was carried down in a 
Coach, | Ag--L was ſenſible no Arts of Cunning 
would be omitted to ſcreen and bring off Piers, 
1 thought proper to carry down an Attorney with 
me from London, a Man who was a Maſter of his 
Buſineſs, and an whom I thought I could confide. 
J likewiſe took my old Servant with me, by 


whom Thad ſent down my Papers, and who very 


well knew in what Manner my Houſe was furni- 
ſned before it was robbed. N | 
Upon; my; Arrival. at Oxford, I found that 
Badeoct and Gillman, though they had abſcond- 
ed all. che while J was laſt in the Country, and 
for ſome Time after, were now. grown ſo bold, 
that, chey appeared publickly; and ſuffered them - 
ſelves to be taken by oe doe — I ſent 
to apprehend: them. I ſhall,not pretend to 
determine What were the Reaſons of this their 
netu Courage, or what Promiſes had inſpited 
them-with it: Haying. been aſſured before I left 
London, by. ſome of the beſt Judges 3 


Piers tor Felony accordingly; 210004 1H en 
7 * * 2 N 9 4. N 5 
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I yeonp' ſome. Difficulty even in getting the | 


Cleri of the Indiiments to draw up the Indict- 
ment ; and have the ſtrongeſt Reaſon! to believe, 
that Gentleman had been ſpoke with before I ſaw 
him. Upon this Occaſion, and ſeveral others, 
the Attorney, whom I had brought down with 
me, told me twenty Times over, That be obſerved 
Auth Things as be tould urver bave believed, if be 
Bad not "ſeen them bimſelf; and that I might de- 
pend when it, I S, nat b credited, if T related 
them in London. The Indictment was, how- 
ever, at laſt tranſmitted to the Grand Jury. 1 
mut confeſs, I am 2 able to — — 

any Felony can poſſibly be proved more 
Ibis was: Noonichilanding which (to the infi- 
nite Aftaniſbment of many more befides myſelf ) 
the Bill was returned IonoxRamus. It is with 
the utmoſt Trouble and Concern, that I find 
myſeif obliged to ſay any Thing that may 2 
the 


ſibly be interpreted into a ReflefFion upon 
Gentlemen of Oxfordſhire, ho compoſed th 
Grand Jury; yet I am in h that when al 
L hall ſay upon this Occaſion is taken and con- 
{idered together, hat I am forced to ſay, wil 
not be t any Reflection upon them. I 
have Reaſons to think, that the utmoſt A and 
Cutmug was uſed to indu chem to do what they 
did do; that my Character, and Piers's 
was miſrepreſented to them; that different Gen 
tlemen were prevailed upon to do what they did 
by Arguments of à very different Nature; and 
rat ſew if any of them, knew who ĩt was they 
ure rrally ſerving and 


ſtrongeſt Reaſons to believe, ＋ ove Perſons 
were under the utmoſt Apprebenſion of having (om 
1 ir 


* 
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ir brought before a Court of Juſtice: 
das i the Fellows, who robbed my Haus 
had been convicted, (which I cannot ſee how it 
was poſſible to have avoided, if they had been 
brought to their 77yals,) they might have made 
ſame Diſcoveries which would have ſurprized all 
the World. For my, own Part, as highly as thoſe 
Wretches have injured me, I am ſo far from 
thirſting after their Blood, that if they would 
but have made an. ingenuous Diſcovery of one 


certain Fai, I wauld have been the firſt Man ig 
England to have interceded with his Majeſty for 


their Zives. Depending wholl the Fuſtice 
of my Cauſe, I never ſpoke ITY Feng 
man upon the Grand Jury; nor do I, to this Day, 
know the Names of more than #wo of them, ir 
is true, that after the Bill was returned Ipnora- 
mus, I endeavoured to have gat a Liſt of thei 
Names: I applied for it; I offered any 

for it: I was promiſed I ſhould have itz and yet 
after all, was not able to procure ic. I muſt, 
however, do the Gentlemen af the Grand Jury, 
this farther Piece of Juſtice, If I am rightly in- 
formed, they were not all unanimous in their 
Opinion for returning the Bill noramus; and. 
ſome of them have, ſince the Aſſizes, expreſſed. 
their Diſſati faction at what was done. Laſtly, I 
muſt do them the Juſtice tuo won, That when I 
was examined before them, I was treated with 
the utmoſt Good Breeding and Politeneſs. * 

47 


Readers, an exact Account of 


fore you, 


what paſſed at my Examination. When I heard 


the Bill was returned Jgnoramus, I immediately 
drew upthis Account, * the whale Thing AN 
* 
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freſh. in my Memory, and before ſeveral Wit- 
neſſes: For the Truth of this Account, I dare 
boldly _ to the Gentlemen of the Grand Ju- 

r 0 C07 


7 To he net ag" J. and a com ag 

otiſm, I have taken the Liberty to of 
if as of a bird Peron; and finceT'do not 
know the Names of thofe Gentlemen, who asked 
me the particular Queſtions mentioned in the fol- 
lowing Account, I have placed before thoſe 
Queſtions the Word Fury. . 


A true Account f what paſſed at Mr. Budgell's 
Examination before the Grand Jury for | the 
« County of Oxford, at the laſt Aſſizes beld in 
"that City, on the Second Day of March, 1734. 
AR. Bobo EIL being called in, was received 
VI with great Civility by the Gentlemen of 
Grand Jury, who roſe up and ſaluted him. 
Hz began by ſaying,” That he was glad of an 
Opportunity of appearing before fo many Gentle- 
men of Worth and Honour in the County: 
That he believed he had been miſrepreſented to 
ſome of them; but that he could hearrily wiſh, 
not only the Gentlemen there, but that every 
Gentleman in England was preſent, and could be 
ſo at the Tryal, Rich he believed would ſoon 
come on, that they might be Witneſſes after 


what Manner he had been treated. He told 


them he had been lately fo ill, that his Life was 
thought in great Danger; that he was fill very 
eat; and that nothing but an abſolute Neceſſity 
to ſecure and defend his Property, ſhould" have 
made him come down to the Ae. He then 
4 21 \ ; . | gave 
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gaye them an Account of his being robbed of the 
whole Furniture of his Houſe ; of his finding 
and ſeizing Part of his Goods in Piers's Houſe: 
and of what ' paſſed there, in the Manner before 
mentioned. The Gentlemen of the Jury heard 


him with great Patience and Attention; and 


when he had done ſpeaking, aſked him the fol- 
lowing Queſtions ; to which he TC the fol- 
lowing Anſwers. 1. 


Joxy. 7 think, Sir, You are pleaſed. to TH 
that your Houſe is intirely tripped from 
Bottom; now you "mention in your Bill, Pk fa 
Time when: you 
three Men carry. of ib da Purwiture — 4 hugo 
at ne 'Th r, 


Wende — What youarepleaſed 
to obſerve, is very true: My Houſe is intirely 
ſtripped from the Garret to the Cellar; bur the 
Furniture was ſo far from being carried off at 
once, that you may pleaſe to remember, I in- 


formed you, that I had received four or five ſe- 


veral Letters from my Servant, to let me know, 
that my Houſe had been broke open in the Night 


four or five ſeveral Times before the Firſt of 


March laſt ; and-that Part gf the Goods had been 

taken away at each Ti but that till that 

Morning he could never catch the Thieves, and 

conſequently could not ſwear who had pre N 
my Houſe, "and taken my Goods. 


1 Rv. Eray, Sir, Why does your Servant fang 


Jour Houſe was broke open tin be Night ? © 


J ANSWER 
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3 37 The Man himſelf; is 
at the Dovr, and you will ſoon have him before 
you; but the Reaſon why, he told me, 8 
the Houſe had been broke open in the Nięli 
becauſe he ſaw everal Goods i i in he Evening 
eee eee 


| Jun. Pray, Sir, I think it. was ow bom 
or eigbt a Clockin the Morning when your Servant 


WWW aud Gillmann? 


Auswzk. Tes, Gentlemen, it was; but be 
' thinks chey muſt have been at work the Night 
.* becauſe, when he came upon them, the 

ouſe was not only broke open, but a great Par- 
cel of Goods, which they were then ca ng 
= ee into the e and an 


7 I? 


| Jjeaz. Sis We wander they 2 
long as ſeven or nen 
e Servant ad inthe Houſe, 1 268: 


Avenen + beg Leave, 8 
you right in thas- 2 My Servant does 
role in the in — but in his oh, Houſe, a 
| ax ine, though in the fame. 

—.— the Keys of my Houſe, 
indeed, and uſed to go to it once @ Day, 4 
ſee that the Goods in it were ſafe. My Houle, 
ſtands by itſelf, and no Body lay in it ; which I 
wo > oe thoſe who robbed vena 

te. 1 


Jus». 
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Jux v. Sir, *Tis very well known in the Coun- 
try, that there have been a great many Goods taken 
out of the Houſe : But pray, Sir, upon the Oath you 
have taken, Whoſe Goods were they ? Who bad the 
real Progerty 6 in them ? 


finden, Upon the Oath I have * Gen- 
tlemen, all the Goods in the Houſe were my own: 
I. bought them, paid for them, and had been in 
the undiſturbed Poſſeſſion of them for ſeveral 
Years before. 


-Jorrv. Upon the Oath you have taken, Sir, 
Were none of theſe Goods Mr. Piers's ? 


Answan, Upon the Oath I have raken, 
Gentlemen, Mr. Piers had no Goods to the Va- 
le of one ſingle Penny in the whole Houſe. | 


Jexv. Upon the Oath you have taken, Sir, 
Don't you know, or have you not heard, that Piers 
pretends fome Title to theſe Good.? 


AxswE k. Upon the Oath/ I hive taken, and 
upon the Honour and Word of a Gentleman, 1 
neither know, _ have heard, nor can 
imagine, that 'Piers jo any Title to theſe 
Goods, However, ; 1 he can — 
che leaſt Colour of a File to any of them, he will 
doubtleſs do it now upon his Nepal; and it will 
doudtlefs have its proper Weight both with the 


Jucke and the Jury. | : 
uRY. You were pleaſed to ſay, Sir that ou © 


120 beught, and paid for theſe Goods: Pray, 


may 


| 
| 
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may we aſk you when, and _ "ys and 
paid for them ? | | 


Auswrk. Gentlemen, I ſhall with a great 
deal of Pleaſure give you a full and true Account 
how I came by 7 ble T _ ing in the _ _ 
The moſt valua were brought down 
from my . Houſe in — — I lived for many 
Years together in an Houſe in Arundel- Streci, 
which I. believe ſeveral Gentlemen here know: 

Governor Ruſſe! lived in it before me: It is the 
beſt Houſe in the whole Street, had four Rooms 
ona Floor, five Windows in Front, and. faced 


Mr. Congreve's.. All my Servants, and the Ox- 


fordſbire Carriers can witneſs, that I brought 
down to Denton from this my Houſe in- London 
Beds, Sheets, Table-Linen, Pewter, Plate, and 
other Things : The Plate indeed, by good For- 
tune, was carried back again to Londen. Ano- 
ther Part of the Goods, * 12 
dere ſome Years ſince Mr. Piers's; but t 
taken in Execution at the Suit of one San _ 
Mr. Wells, a Gentleman, who has a Eſtate, 
who is RE Toe, ond 2 Ph have ſub- 
pœna' d, t t on the goth 
of January 1726. I bought them of Mr. * 
carried ſome of them with me to Landon, and 
have been in Poſſeſſion of the reſt of them ever 
1 180 euer $a Pierss ever 
or Tit 2 The 
reſt of the Goods, Gentlemen, where ſuch as I 
bought _ Oxfordſhire, at frveral Times, as 


I wanted 


-- 


N 
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5 ; 3 
Jux v. Pray, Sir, when you ſearched Mr. 
Piers's Houſe, did you ſee any of your Goods there 
which 7 down from London, or bought 
in Oxfordſhire? | 


AnswzR. Yes, Gentlemen, a great many. 
The very firſ# Thing I caſt my Eye upon, when 
I came to Mr. Piers's Door, was a large new 
Lock which I bought at Oxford, and which my 
Servant put upon my Hall-Door by my Orders. 
The Fellow is now at the Door, and I believe 
can ſwear to the Lock. 


| Juxv. Pray, Sir, had you never a Law-Suit 
with Mr. Piers? | 


' Answer. Yes, Gentlemen, I formerly had: 
But we have made no Step againſt one another in 


Law for at leaſt theſe three Years, I believe I 


may ſay, theſe four Years paſt. 


Juzy. Be pleaſed, Sir, to give us ſome Ac- 
count of your Law-Suit with Mr. Piers. 


AnsSweR. - Though this, Gentlemen, is quite 
222 the Felony ; yer am I very glad you 
are p to give me an Opportunity of telli 
ou the Story. Before the South-Sea Year, 

t one undivided Moiety of Mr. Piers's 
Manſion Houſe, Oythouſes, and Gardens, in pre- 
ſent Poſſeſſion; the Reverſion of his whole 
Eſtate (which is about 100 J. per Annum, part 


| Leaſehold) after his Deceaſe. For this Eſtate, 


I honeſtly paid my Purchaſe-Money, which pre- 
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vented his being flung into a Gas!, I think I can 
prove that ir was no cheap Purchaſe, when I 
bought it; but as he has managed Things ſince, 
I believe it has been one of the dzareft Purchaſes 
that ever Man made. Piers was obliged by the 


Writings executed between us, to cut down no 


-Yimber, nor even a Stick of Wood upon the Free- 
hold Eſtate, without my expreſs Leave: Not- 
Withſtanding which, as ſoon as T had paid my 
Purchaſe- Money, and was gone up to London, 
he cut down a good deal of Timber and Wood, 
hd a long ſhady Walk in the Garden, which he 
had often heard me ſay, I would not loſe for vu 
hundred Pounds. To prevent ſuch Devaſtations for 
the future, in the Year 1723, I came to * 
Agreement with him, which we both Figred with 
our own Hands, and which was likewiſe witneſſed. 
By Virtue of this laſt A , I was to have 

ul! Poſſeſſion of the twhole Houſe, and all the 
2 e, from the Time our Agreement was figned? 
In conſideration whereof, I was to pay Pizrs, as 
long as he lived, fourſcore Pounds per Annum 
Nette Money, which is more than ever he made 
of the Eſtate in his Life. Having made this 
Agreement, I returned to Zondon (where my 


yr been many Widen þ Town when revive 


not been many Weeks Town, when I received 
Advice, That Piers wal tutting down my Tres, 
and committing as much Waſte as ever. Upon 


my coming into the Cbantry, I found the Inrelli- 


gence T had received was too gue; and Pizrs, th 
my great Surprize, refuſed to receive his Annuity, 
which I tendered him, or to execute our Agtee- 
ment. By this Means I was forced into a-Law-Suit 
whether I would, or no. Mr. Mictbam, a Gentle- 
DH , 8 man, 
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man, who (I dare ſay) vas well known ta every 
Perſon in this Room, who was an old Acquain- 
tance of Piers's, and the beſt Friend he had, hear- 
ing of our Differences, came to me, and told me, 
He. ſhould be glad to make up Matters between us. 
I anſwexed, That I was ſo well ſatisfied he was 
an bongſt Gentleman, that I would entirely refer 
every Thing to him. He told me, That be would 


| at take the whole Matter upox bim/elf ; but that 


Mr. Serjeant Skinner, the Recorder of Oxford, 
(2 Gentleman, whom I had never then ſeen,) 
Wes a very worthy Man : That if I pleaſed, be 
weuld engage the Serjeani ſhould feitle all Writings 
aud Matters of Law between us ; while he himſelf 
wwenld aft the Part of a Country Gentleman and a 


good Neighbour, I readily agreed to this Propo- 


at * told me, that he — en- 

gage #'ter's { agree to it. L is talking 

with Piers, Piers did agree to it gn that he and 

went amicably together, and beſpoke a Dinner 

or the Entertainment of our Referrecs at the no- 
| Houſe here upon the Heath between Cudde/- 

4 and Oxford. On the Day appointed Mr. 


Wickbam and Mr. Serjeant Skinner came there: 


I met them; To our great Surprize Piers never 
came near us, or ſo much as ſent an Excuſe; but 


left me to for the Entertainment he 
himself Pay 


himſelf had beſpoke. ve heard that he was 
aduiſtd, or rather commended to behave in this 
Manner, by a certain Getltleman, whom 1 ſhall 
nat now name. N 
Tu: — of Oxford, who reſides in the 
Pariſh where this little Eſtate lies, and who had 
ſome Kindneſs for Piers, deſired me likewiſe, 
ſoon after this, to make up Matters with him. 
Qs and 


— 
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and offered to be the Mediator between us. I 
told his Lordſhip that ſince he was ſo kind as to 
take ſo troubleſome an Office upon him, I had 
but one Thing to ſay, namely, That I entirely 
ſubmitted all my Intereſts to his Lordſhip”s Deter- 
mination. His Lordſhip, upon this frank Con- 
ceſſion, thought himſelf very ſure of compoſing 
all Differences between Mr. Piers and me. He 
had even the Goodneſs to invite Piers to dine 
with him, and kept him one whole Day, in or- 
der to perſuade him againſt going to Law, and 
to end Things amicably: But his Lordſhip found, 
to his infinite Surprize, that all he could ſay was 
to no purpoſe. I ſhould not, Gentlemen, pre- 
ſume to mention the Names of the Biſhop of Ox- 
ford and Mr. Recorder, if I had not expreſs 
Leave from them to tell theſe two plain Fats, 
whenever I found it neceſſary to do fo, for my 
own Juſtification. I hope, Gentlemen,, theſe two 
Stories are ſufficient to convince you, that I am 
not a litigious Perſon. To make ſhortof my Ac- 
count, This Piers, a Man to whom I have often 
lent Money to buy Bread for his Family; a Man, 
who to my certain Knowledge is not worth one 
Shilling, if his juſt Debts were paid; I ſay, 
Gentlemen, this Man has conſtantly refuſed to 
hearken to any A pdation, and carried on 
two Chancery Suits” againſt me at a vaſt Ex- 
pence for ſeveral Years together: That he hath 


been ſupperted in an extraordinary Manner, all 
the Neighbourhood are fully ſenſible: By what 


Perſons, or with what Deen, he has been thus 
ſupported, I ſhall not at preſent endeavour to 


Jury, 
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Jony. Do you take the Houſe, Sir, which 
was robbed, to be your own? 


AnsweR. Yes, Gentlemen, I do. I bought 
one undivided Moiety of the Houſe, and was in 
Poſſeſſion of it before the South-Sea Year. By 
the Agreement, which Piers in 1723, 1 
was to have the other Moiety from the Date of 
that Agreement. Piers quitted the Poſſeſſion of 
the whole Houſe to me in the Year 1725, and has 
ever ſince lived in ſeveral other Houſes at a good 
diſtance from this Houſe, which I think I may 
— call mine, However, Gentlemen, you 
ee J have not indicted him for Burglary, though 
he broke open the Houſe: He is only in- 
dicted for Felony ; and with Submiſſion, even 
though we had lived together as - Tenants in 
Common, and in the ſame Houſe, it would cer- 
wy have been Felony if he had ſtolen my 


Jo ar. You ſaid, Sir, that Piers fled for this 
Felony ; now that would indeed be a Sign of bis 
Guilt: But what makes you think, Sir, that be 


AnSwER. Gentlemen l think ſo, becauſe the 
fr Thing his Wife ſaid, when ſhe could ſſ 
to me, which ſhe was not able to do for ſome 
Time, was, I thought you had been ſafe enough : 
I fuppoſe' you are come down to hang my Husband, 
for breaking open your Houſe, und taking away your 
Goods : But be beard you was in the 710 _ 
GI :.--# 3 
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2288 out of your Reach; you ful 6 
ver. ſee him more. 


Jux v. He might be gene to ſee l wy 
Ya hin be cut away for feor of gow? ; 


18 1 fir, were the Cheſ 3 
the Clock, and the Jack, mentionedin the Inditiment, 
Part of theſe Geods which you brought fon 


r Houſe in London, or were they Part of tha 
Goods which you bought of Mr. Wells, and which 


he bought, as you inform . eren, of - 
Oxfordſhire? if 


the Sheri of © 


Axswz R. ' The Cheſt of Drawers, the Clock, 
and the Jack, were Part of the Goods I bought 


of Mr. #4; ONT ings mentioned in the 


Indictment 1 e down * my — 
uncut 


- re. * * 
or: Kir, when you gave 45 an — 
ys probe 
o you G through the Key- Holes, or other Halat 
in 


arne 
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in ſeveral Rooms, which Piers's Wife refuſed to 
open 3 und that though you ſaw a great Quantity 
of them bid in a Barn at ſome diſtance from Piers s 
Houſe, you durſt not break open any Door, becauſe 
there was a Reftriftion inthe Warrant granted you 
Mr. W——t, to prevent you from j{ doing. 
v, Sir, to be ſure, if it bad been proved upon 
'Ohth Mr. W— t, that any of your 
Goods bad been ſtolen our of your Houſe, and were 
in any particular Place, be would have immediate- 
ly granted you a Warrant to have broke open the 
Door of that Place, 83 


Arsw IRA. Why, Gentlemen, I muſt eon 
ſeſs I did think fo too; and I never in my Life 
knew ſuch a Warrant refufed before, even to the 
meaneſt of his Majeſty's Subjects: But Mr. 
,, who I am ſenſible is a very ingenious 
Gentleman, and learned in the Law, might, for 
— * know, have particular Reaſons for what 
he did. 


Ry. Pob, Pob / Sir, To be ſure he would not 
refuſe you a Common Search-Wartant ; nor bave 
given you his Warrant to ſearch a Houſe for ſtalen 
Goods, and yet have put —_—_—— it, to prevent 
your breaking open any Door: There was never fuch 
4 Warrant in the World. 


Answzr, Why, Gentlemen, tobe plain with 
I did think this Warrant ſo great a Curiofty, 


ou 
Rok: Care ro take Copy of its e 
have ir now in my Pocket, and, if you pleaſe, 


will read it to you. 


Jury. 
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. Jury. , ay, Pray Sir do; this is ſomething 
tothe Purpoſe. 6 "ll hs 

Mx. Budgell then took out an atteſted Copy 
of Mr. W——?'s Warrant, and read as follows. 


Oxon ſſ. To the Conſtable of Cuddeſdon in the 
ſaid County, and alſo to the Conſtable 
of Denton in the ſaid County of Oxon, 
and to each of them. 


*© Whereas it hath been proved upon Oath 
before me, one of — Juſtices of the 
** Peace for the ſaid County, That ſeveral Goods 

2 ing to Euſtace Buggel Eſquire, have 
been ſtolen out of his Houſe in Denton in the 
* County of Oxon; and that the ſaid ſtolen 
© Goods are now in the Houſe of Jobn Piers 

_ © of Cuddeſdon aforeſaid.” [Pray Gentlemen 
obſerve, Whereas it bath been proved upon Oath 

before me, That ſeveral Goods belonging to Euſtace 

Budgell Eſquire, have been ſtolen out of his Houſe, 

and that the ſaid flolen Goods are now in the Houſe 
of John Piers: ] Theſe are therefore in his Ma- 

_ ** jeſty's Name, to require you to ſearch the 
** Houſe and Barn of the ſaid Jobn Piers in Cud- 
©* deſdon aforeſaid for the ſaid ſtolen Goods: But 
** you are not to break open any Door, or to do 
** any Thing therein which is illegal.” Given 
under my Hand and Seal this 27th Day of Auguſt, 
1731. 4 l Lat kts 


John Wren. | 


Tux 


— 
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Tux Gentlemen of the Jury look'd at one 


another, and ſeemed to be a good deal ſurpriſed 
upon the reading this Warrant: They took it 
out of Mr. Budęell's Hand; ſeveral of them look*d 


upon it; and one Gentleman obſerv'd to another, 
who fat by him, that it was only a Copy; and not 


the Original Warrant. 


Mr. BupctLi, after this, told them; That 
he found by the very 7 which had been 
aſked him, that Gentleman there was, ſa- 
taĩsfied that his had been robbed, and the 


Goods 3 away; and that, indeed, the 
Fact was too — known to all the Coun- 


try to be denied. 
Hz then informed cha. That though his 


Goods alone were of a very conſiderable Value, 
yet that the Loſs of theſe was far from being 


the greateſt Damage he had ſuſtained ; that having 
ſome Papers of very great Conſequence both to 


his own private Afairs, and ſome other Matters, 


which he was apprehenſive it was not ſafe for him 
to keep by him in London, he ſent down a truſty 


Servant with them, who had lived with him 
about ten Years, and who was then at the Door; 
that he gave his ſaid Servant a ſtrict Charge to 
lodge the © faid Papers in a ſtr "Cheſt in a little 


Clolet in an upper Chamber of the Houſe, and 
to bring away the Key of the Cheſt ſhe put them 
in, and ikewi the Key of the Cloſer, a and not 
to truſt the ſaid Two eys even with his owy 
3 Abrabam Maids, who had the Ke 2 
other Moog, | in the "Hours tat that 
took a Journey on 
to his Houſe — Oxford, 404 558 bn him, 22 


ſhe” came back, Os, an ay 
t R and 


{ 
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and largeſt Cheſt in the whole Houſe removed 
into the faid Cloſer, bought two New Locks, 
one for the Cheſt, and the other for the Cloſer 
Beer; and having left the ſaid Papers under 
two Locks, brought away the two Keys with 
her to London. He told en that his Servant 
had ever ſince had theſe Keys in her Cuſtody ; 
ar, the 8 and all the Writings in it, which 

great Conſeq both to his own pri- 
vate Af. and otherwiſe, were taken away ; 
and that he hoped, as he ſpoke to Gentlemen, they 
would confider the uncommon Barbarity of this 


He concluded with telling them, That he b. 


leres he had ſaid much more than enou h K 

eotwince them, that there could not poſſib 
a more notorious Felony; that he had ha the 
<riet and undiſturbed ion of all the Goods 
his Houſe for five or ſix Tears before he was 
thus robbed of them; that his Enemies never 
attempted this confummate Piece of Villany, 
till they thought he was dying m' Confinement, and 
would never be able to complain to the World: 
Thathe conceived there could not be a more evi- 


dent Ir. 4 of the Guilt of thofe three Fellows, 


who hat OT than that the very Mo- 

ment they heard he was come into the Country 

1 from their own Houſes a 
Fa they had for ſome Time: That 


b - becauſe, © otherwiſe, Tome 

| ker nth Pariſh moſt have Len fett 
doing it: That as for their ' Fortunes and Cha- 
raBterg, he bdlieved he might ſafely dver, they 
wore not all together worth five Pounds © * 


2 they had always carried off Ris 
fp 
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to his own Knowledge, Piers was not worth a 


Shilling, if his juſt Debts were paid; and that a 
Trick he had played his own Mother many Years 
ſince, ſhewed him capable of any Thing: That 


the other two were Day-Labourers That he was 


credibly informed, Gillman had a very bad Cha- 
racer ; * that Badcock was one of the moſt 
notorious Rogues in the Coun pos and had been 
ſeveral Times in Gaol, which he believed every 
Gentleman in the the Room myſt know, 

Mr. Ne s Examination having taken 
up about an Hour and half, he was diſmiſſed, as 
he had been received, with great 794 
and left che Gentlemen of the Grand J 
he bes, imagined, fully ſatisſied with the N 


ſwer he had given to the ad 
aſked kim. ad g every een eee 
rale Maigs, his Setvant, was next called 
before them, who gave them the fame Account, 
which he had given N to his Maſter, and the 
Juſtice; the Subſtance of which the Readers 


| ſee. in his Dep o/4:ton in the Appendix: He 
101 them, 15 Maſter's Houſe was well fur 


9 and had been under his Care for al 
Years before it was broke open, and robbed; 
but that within a few Months, before he actually 


caught Badcock, Piers, and Gillman, the ſaid 


Houſe had been broke open, and robbed Jeveral 
Times, and conſtantly in the Night, as he had 
the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to . of which he 


had ſent. his Maſter a faithful Account in ſeveral 


Letters. Being asked, F be could ſwear to the 
Lock in er, which bis Maſter. bad men- 
tioned in his Examination; he replied, That be 


could ell fear to the Lock, betauſe it was 
ould very well fu * . 
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bought in Oxford, ad bis Maſter with bis own 
Hands gave it to him, and ordered him to put it 
on the Hall- Door; which he did accordingly. 

Mr. Bopczrs, s Maid Servant was next called 
in, who gave the Gentlemen of the Jury an Ac- 
count, That her Maſter's Houſe near Oxford was 
well furniſhed with ſuch Goods as were /ent 
down to it from his Houſe in Arundel-Street, 
and with ſuch other Goods as he had bought in 
Oxfordſhire ; but that the ſaid Houſe was now 
entirely ſtripped of every Thing ; and that being 
pus; by her Fellow-Servant to a Barn of Diers's, 
which ftands in a Field, ſhe looked in through 
the Boards, and ſaw a great many of her Maſter's 
Goods in the ſaid Barn. She Rücker told them, 
That about two Years before, ſhe had been ſent 
down from London on ſe to lodge ſome 
Papers, which her Maſter told her were of the 
atmoſt Conſequence to him, in a ſtrong Cheſt in a 
little Cloſet of an upper Room ; that ſhe cauſed 
the ſaid Cheſt to & » accontingly: removed into 
the ſaid Cloſet, put the Papers into it, and a 
new Lock both to the Cheſt and Cloſet-Door ; 
that ſhe afterwards took away the two Keys with 
her, which had ever ſince been in-her Cuſtody ; 
and then ſhe produced the ſaid Keys to the Gen- 

tlemen of the Jury. 
Tux Reader may ſec her Afidavit at length 
in the Appendix. 

'LasTLy, The Conſtable, who bind Part of 
the 1 Piers's Houſe was called in; who 

told the Jury, All be tbuld ſay, was, That be had 
ſired fone * Mr. Budgell 5 Tops which be 
Found in Mr. John Piers's Houſe. Being asked, 
How be knew they were Mr. Budgell's ws” ? 

0 
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He replied,” That though Piers himſelf run away 
yet that his Wife, whom they found in the Houſe, 
owned that the Goods they er were Mr. 


Budgell's. 


Tris is the Evidence which was given tothe 
Grand Jury. Upon which I muſt, and do ſub- 
mit it to all. my Fellow-SubjeBs, (ſince my Caſe 
may one Day be their 0zwn,) Whether there ever 
was a more notorious and wicked Felony? whe- 
ther it is poſſible in Nature, that any Felony can 


be more fully 


proved? and whether ever a 


Bill before was returned Ignoramus, upon ſuch Evi- 


again, That 1 
Cunning, were 


dence? At the ſame Time, I muſt repeat once 


am | well ſatisfied, - no Arts, no 
omitted to ſcraen Piers and his 


tb Friends; and that both his Character and 


mine were miſrep 


reſented to the Gentlemen of 


the Grand Jur. who, as I before obſerved, 


were ſo 
ſpoke to one of 


Strangers to me, that I never 
m, but in the Jury Chamber, 


nor do at this Hour know their Names. I muſt 


not omit one 


Circumſtance : No 'Endeavours 


were omitted to take off my Servant's Evidence. 


Pierss A 


him with ſo much 


Attorney queſti 
Authority, that the poor Fellow thought he had 
bean a Juſtice of the Peace, and had a Right to 


examine him. 


He afſures me, That he was 


threatened by more than one Perſon, that if he 


dared to'ap 


the Aſſizes, 
low: (which is 


r as an Evidence againſt Piers at 
ſhould be utterly ruined. The Fel- 


almoſt a Miracle in theſe Days) 


was Proof both againſt Threats and Promiſes, and 


thought himſelf obliged to be faithful to a Maſ- 
ter, whoſe Bread he had eat. When he was found 


mt e an Action (never once thought 


4 


— — — 
=— U — * * — — $ ad 
— : — * £ F 
by 2 — N. 2 — — — _—_ 
_ EDS a — 
— 8 >» 
— - 


— — Y — — K— — . 
— — — - = a 
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of before) was actually trumped up againſt him in 

Piers's Name, and tried at the laſt Aſſizes at Ox- 

ford for a-Treſpaſs, which, it was pretended, the 
Fellow had com mitted above !wo Nears be- 

| . this Action was brought, This Method of 
Proceeding was entirely of a Piece with the De- 

ſign I have 2 taken notice of, to have in- 
dicted me for Fulony. Though I think I could 

prove even to a Demonſtration, That this righte- 

ous Cauſe was aſſiſted. with a little  Perjury, yet 

even with this Aſſiſtance, thoſe who ſet it on 

Foot, were not able to make any Thing af it 


However, it anſwered ont Deſign; which was, to 


par me to 4 ew Expence :T was obliged to de- 
d . poor Servant, who, I ſaw. plainly, was 

pon for no other Reaſon, but — 41a 
was — to me. I leave my Readers to de- 
termine whether all theſe Lat · Suits could be 
ereated and carried on by Piers himſelf, who, 
to my certain is not worth One Sbil. 
ling. I muſt own, I could have heartily wiſhed 


(for more Reaſons than one) that a certain learned 


Gentleman had not appeared, in this creditable 
co a moſt/zealous Council for Piers on ran 
tiff againſt Servant eſpecially 

rein. wore 2 age namely, that the lamncd Gen- 
tleman was pleaſed to act gratis upon this remart- 
able Occafion, or, at leaſt, had no Fee given him 
by Piers, his pretended Client. | 


O Law G Juſtice to what infamous De- $ 
ſigns are your moſt ſacred Names too often pads 


tituted! 


Ueo my beigg unable to get the Indiftment 


found againſt! the Perſons who had robbed my 


Houſe, I was adviſed by a certain learned Gen: 
W tleman, 
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tleman, with a ſort of a grave Sneer, to move the 
Court of King's Bench for an Information againſt 
them. This, indeed, was finding me more Em- 
Ployment, and cutting out three new Law-Suits 
for me: Upon the Concluſion of which, I was 
likely to recover proper Damages againſt three 
Fellows, who, I believe, all together are not worth 
Five Pounds. Beſides, Sir, to tell you the Truth, 
though they were worth 5ooo/. each, I ſhould 
haye no great Stomach to have a ſecond Tryal 
for Damages at an Oxford Afjizes: In that Court 
of Juſtice, where my Liberty has been already va- 
lued at One Furtbim, I think I can hardly expect 


that my Property in all my Goods and Papers 


ſhould be valued at more than a Penny. I ſhall 
venture to affirm, That my Papers alone are of 
more Value than all the three Wretches who 
robbed me of them, were ever worth in their 
Lives; and would they but reſtore me 7he/e, and 
it was lawful to compound a Felony, I would 
moſt willingly give them all my Gods to be di- 
2 — am them. I _— indeed, ſtick at 
no Charge T conld any ways ſupport, in order to 
recover theſe Papers: And therefore, ſome Time 
after my Return to London, conſulted a Gentle: 
man, who makes as good a Figure in the King's 
Bench, and, I believe, underſtands the Practice 
of that Court as well as any one Man in England, 
Whether F could properly. move for an Tuforma- 
tion? I laid the Affidavits before him, upon 
which I had ſome Thoughts of moving the 
Court. Upon peruſing theſe Affidavits he told 
me, That my e 4 great deal 700 
much; that they 25 a plain and flagrant 
Felony; and that 2 
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Lord Chief Juſtice would direct me to proſecute 
thoſe who had robbed me for Felony, and would 
never grant an Information againſt them, What 
this Gentleman faid, made me lay aſide all 
Thoughts of moving for an Information : What 
he ſaid ſeemed to me to be perfectly agreeable to 
(renee: and RRASOx, as well as Law. I wiſh 

could. ſay the ſame Thing of the Opinion of 
every Gentleman, who, with the Aſſiſtance of a 
long Wig, and a formal Face, has paſſed upon 
the World for a moſt profound Lawyer. 

| You ſee, Sir, the miſerable Situation I am in: 
1 have been moſt notoriouſly robbed of my Goods 
and. Writings yet can neither make thoſe who 
robbed me appear to be Felons in Oxfordſhire, 
or to be any Thing but Felons in London. 
I pRESUME you cannot but obſerve, Sir, by 
what Methods I have been forced to have Recourſe 
to Courts of Juſtice, and after what Manner 1 
have been treated in them. I hope I may be al- 
rr to affirm a Sing Fall, qumcly. that l 2. 

greater Cuſts, and received leſs Damages, 
— any Engliſhman did 4 the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances, If you ſhould . aſk me how L came 
to be thus made a Precedent of Severity,. 
it were, marked out for Deſtruction? inſtea — 
giving you « direct Anſwer, . 1 Leave to. tell 
you one Stony, which may poſſibly 7 
fs, whether I realty an ſingled out for De- 
ion, or not. A. Hi 2 

ISnALL male no Scruple, to tell vou this 
Story, ſince it can at —— no Injury to an 
amiable Nobleman, who deſerved a much better 
Fate, and much k inder Uſage, than, he on 
wich; 31 mean the late Duke of Portland... 


{peg 
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-- 'Ewsty body knows that Noble Lord loſt & 
vaſt Eſtate in the Sotith-Sea Affair in the Year 
1520; I myſelf loſt abeys Twfty thouſand 
Polinds of my buen Money, by that notorious 
Piece of YVillainy : & Pilldviy; which; hotwith- 
ſtanding all the Aris that have been Eniþleyte to 


ſereen Aud cover it, will; I hope; ſtill appear to. 


the World in 4 cearcr and a truer Light that it 
was ever yet ſhewn., My Misfortunes in the fa- 
tal Yeh 1720. brought me acquzihted with the 
late Duke of Portland. Ar his Grade s Requeſt 
I wrote ſeveral Things in behalf of tht unhappy 
Sifferers by the Shrth-Sea Scheme; and was, in 
particular, the Author of thoſe Reasodns which 
were delivdred to the Members of Parliament at 
the Door of the Houſe of Commons, ind- were 
generally thought to have oceafoned that A, 
which afterward paſſed for Aunulling fraudulent 
and ius ion Comtratds. 

My Lord Duke, in Compaſſion to his Fellows 
Surfers, cauſed the ſeveral Pieces I wrote to be 
printed and diſperſed at his own Expence. I was 
obliged to ralk- with him frequently upon theſe 
Occaſions; and his Grace at laſt conceived ſo 
kind an Opinion of me, that he commanded me 
to let him fee rhe every Day, and uſually made me 
dint with him three or four Times every Week. 
While 1 lived in this Manner with this great 
and arniable Man, he was appointed Governor 
6f Faminica' by the late King: Soon afrer his 
Warrant was ſigned, his: Graco took me one 
Morning into a private Reom, and with as ſweet 
and as obliging an Air arever Mair ſpoke, told 
me, He was wi fixed ir tbe Government of Ja- 
maita: Das fhough it was & Pg be binfelf bad 
+ S. defired 
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defired the King to grant him, he ſhould not be 
| eaſy, wnleſs I would promiſe to go with him as bis 
Secretary: That be knew very well I had formerly 


been in a much bigher Poſt than what he now offer- 
ed me; but that I might depend upon it, there was 


0 other Poſt in Jamaica in bis Power to diſpoſe 


of, which he would not readily add to it: That he 
propoſed to have me conſtantly with him ; and that 


I fhould look upon his Houſe and Table as my own ; 


for that be reſolved to live with me not as a Maſter, 
but as a moſt intimate Friend, and as if I was his 
r his Pen 

I wasa | rized at this x 
as it was altogether Wo me, and what Tuad 
never ſo much as once thought of. I told his 
Grace, That though I found myſelf infinitely. obli- 
ged to him, I hoped be would give me two or three 
Days to conſider of what he had ſaid. The Duke 
granted my Requeſt ; but told me, that be boped, 
the more I conſidered of it, the better I would like 


it; for that I might depend upon it, I ſhould find 


him better than hisWord in every Thing be bad pro- 


miſed. I had a particular Reaſon to deſire ſome 
Time to conſider of his Propoſal; I knew my 
Lady Dutcheſs was refolved to go with her be- 
loved Conſort. He had often ſpdke to me with 
the higheſt Admiration (and I had myſelf in 
ſome meaſure been a Yitne/s) of the generous Be- 
haviour of this-1incomparable Lady: She had ne- 


ver once reptbached the Duke with his Conduct 


ſince his Misfortunes: Her Behaviour, if poſſible, 


was rather more endearing and ſubmiſſive than 


before: She had offered to reduce her own and 


ö Ju Childrens Expences within ſuch Limits as 


fn * of and 


amaſhamed to mention: Though by her Birth 
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and Quality ſhe was inferior to very few Women 
in England, ſhe had never thought her ſelf above 
minding her Family Affairs: On the contrary, 
ſhe had put all Things in her Houſe upon as re- 
gular a Foot, and over-looked every Thing with 
as much Care as could have been ex from 
her, had ſhe been born a private Gentlewomap.- 
I conceived, therefore, that ſuch a JYife had an un- 
doubted Right to have. no Man taken into her 
Family (eſpecially upon ſuch a Foot as the Duke 
propoſed to receive me) whom ſhe did not like; 
and I reſolved not to accept of the Propoſal. his 
Grace had made me, ll I was ſure my Lady 
Dutcheſs approved of it. Having Reafon to 
+ believe, a few Days after, that my coming into 
the F 75 would not be diſagreeable to her 
Grace, I told the Duke, that there was not a 
great Man in England beſides himſelf, with 20hom 
would venture to tate a Leap into another World; 
but that T thought Tknew his Grace, his Humour, and 
Bis Way of living, ſo perfectly well, that I was come 
to a Reſolution to follow his Fortunes wherever he 
went, and to devote all my poor Capacity entirely to 
bis Service, The Duke received my Declaration 
in the moſt obliging Manner. From this Time 
I thought my {elf perfectly happy in a Maſter ; 
and his Grade did me the Fultice to believe, 
that he had a Servant who prog loved a 


eſteemed him, and was ee Aae to 
hig Intereſts. I Merc 100 #'o on wich 
* Jamaica M rn all 


| to the Place, and c ae ter: 
1 ad hit u upon ſomgrhing which at a pro- 
V 


per Time would have been bath for hi 8 
Service, and the Intereſt of m my Lord Pu e and 
8 29 28 OJ 


that 


\ 


14% LEV ond Phoparty- 


rag Tan! His 4 my 2 now firm- 
* Is ſegmed to 

cw, him, (as t "Mow * = rde de- 
) communicated to me eyery Dey | ſome of 
e is he was making for his Voyage; 
fo his infinite Sqrprize, a Secretary Hate 
ta ys ta acquaint! him; in the King's 
Fans aide e might OM - n in Exglend 


15 gxcept M We but Aan 
. 5 me. cht 13 have been fully 
informed wh A this Meſſage to 


be ſent ; and I jake this puhlick Opportunity to 
tell him, whoeyer he bs That the Action was 
Wh * 7 exue =; Nothing can more fully 
ng, (who 2 

90 N Fb 


5 a Tf 7X e waz ſti 


Feels n of Fr 5 to da. 5 


1 0 to know, Whether, when I 
59h my refuſing to receive. even the 
thoſe Poſts, ang ſuch Preſents as the C 
ut offered me, was ſo bad, ſo d 


af it, way that while he 


wt there is at 179 
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a Time, when, 25 
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deal of Bu/ine/s, my ſpeaking and writing more 
Languages than one z and haying been in ſeveral 
foreign Countries, where I made the beſt Obſer- 
vations 1 could upon their Iutereſs and Gavern- 
ment ; I fay, I am ſenſible, thee are Crimes he 
never can purdan. I am, therefore, as little ca- 
pable of acting him for a Favaur, as he is of 
ranting it, But though the ſeveral Faults I 
have mentioned. may, in his 2 be of the 
Mackeſt Dye, I would intreat to conſider, 
whether it is not carry ing his noble RP 
p very great Length, to prevent any other 8 
doing me 2 Kipdneſs, who may poſſibly think 
ay rimes not altogether ſo unpar donale as he 


Tur Duke of Portland, who conceived he 
had an undoubted Right to chuſe his awn Se 
creſary, was not a llittle ſhecked at the Meſſage 
above mentioned; and, I have Reaſons to think, 
would have ſhewn his Reawment, if I had not 
earneſtly entreated him not to do ſo. I told his 
Grace that I could never have imagined a certain 
Man would have deſcended to an Action fo very 
mean and low but that ſince he was capable of 
his, his Grace might depend upon it, That if 
he took me with him, he would be i uſed upon 
#y; Account : I therefore conjured him to think 
no more of it, but ta make another Chaice, I 
cannot, however, help ſaying in this Place, That, 
in, Wy bumble Qpinion, the Pleaſure: a certain 

Perſon took in a cru Affion, gat the better 

A bis Judgment and Diſertiian. I ſhauld have 

thought he might have been pretty well ſatizfied 

to ſee, that finding he had broke all the ſolems 

Promiſes he had made me, — 
8 F 
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juſt Reaſon become my implacable Enemy, I 
was flying from my native Country to another 
World; from whence, it is highly probable, I 
ſhould never have returned. I have ſome Rea- 
ſon to believe, That upon ſecond Thoughts he 
found himſelf in the Wrong; ſince I had an In- 
timation given me, That upon an humble Appli- 
cation, the Oppoſition to my going with the 
Duke might perhaps be removed: But I 
thought this ſeeming Change a little too on 
After what IT had ſeen, I was afraid his 

would be uſed ill upon my Account, which, 1 
reſolved, ſhould never ha ; and I began to 
reflect how I my ſelf might be treated, if a cer- 
tain Perſon, wr I knew had long Hands, could 
now get me into ſo remote a ur of the World 
as Jamaica. 

Ix this Manner, Sir, m_— torn from che late 
Duke of Portland: His Grace found it impracti- 
cable to take me with him in the Poſt he had de- 
ſigned for me; yet could not part with a faithful 
Servant, who, he was ſatisfied, had a moſt ſincere 
and tender Regard for his Honour and Intereſt, 
without ſhedding a few Tears. So lively a Mark 
of his Affection, made it impoſſible for me not 
to imitate him; and not to think my ſelf more 
than paid for the firm Reſolution I had taken'to 
have ſerved him'to the utmoſt of my Power and 
Capacity; 

Hz made Choice of a Gentleman in my 
who (though an honeſt worthy Map) was ex- 
tremely indolent, and, in a Word, 9 1 
proper for a/Poſt of Buſineſs.” Annen! 
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Tus unhappy Duke, when he came to Ja- 
naica, was obliged to take the Drudgery upon 
himſelf of mak ing his own Diſpatches; and even 
to draw up, with his own Hand, thoſe long and 
tedious Accounts and Remonſtrances which he 
was obliged to tranſmit to England, relating to 
ſeveral Affairs, not eaſy to be explained, and ſet 
in a full Light. | | 

Ir (as ſome People think) his Heart was broke 
with the untind Uſage he met with, while he was 
on this Side the Water, and after he got to 7amai- 
ca, a certain Perſon has a good deal to anſwer for. 

Havins ſo often mentioned the late Duke of 
Portland, in the preceding Story, I ſhall in this 
Place, fa ſomerhing of a Man whom I knew 
tharkdah) „and in whoſe Character, I will ven- 
ture to ſay, the Generality of the World was a 
little deceived. © | 

Tux late Duke of Portland was allowed to 
have been the handſomeſt Man in England; and 
was, indeed, the fineſt Perſon of a Man (except 
one) I. ever yet 2 upon. He was a 
perfect Maſter of all his Herciſes; of Riding, 
Fencing, Dancing, Sc. and was conſequently. a 
very proper Ornament for all the ſhewiſh Part of 
a Court: His Preſence gave a particular Luſtre 
to all Balls, Aſſemblies, and publick Ceremo- 
| nies: He was therefore conſtantly deſired to ap- 
| pear at them, and was not of himfelf averſe to 
T it. This made him generally looked upon in 
| no other Character than as a Man of Pleaſure ; - 
and gave the World no great Opinion either of 
his Parts, Learning, or Capacity for Buſineſs. 
I muſt- confeſs, I looked upon him in the ſame. 
Light with other People, till I had the Honour 
| do 
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to be ae acquainted with him : But th, 


I Soon found off ſelf very agredably. miſtaken, 


The late Duke of Portland was what I ſhall ven- 
ture to call a good Scholar : He underſtood Latin 
and Halian, and two other Languages 
( French Dutch) as well as Englyb. 
I have ſeen him more than once write a very hand- 
fome Letter upon a Subjef# ſufficiently aw: 
He wrote a very good. Hand, and ma 


ly. — bo 
a ee 


do iber. . 
Painting, and no bad one in Architefiure and Ga-. 
deming. His Fortune was inferior to few Mens 
in Englatd; and there was a certain Magnificence 
and Splendor kept up in his Family, much ſu- 
beer wo what have ſeen in the P es of many 
a ſovereign Prince. 

Norwirnsra vpn this, by the Care of 
his excclit Lady Lady, h a Regmarity and O Eco- 
noney was obſerved it - Fog — thite his 
Provate Furtans was never Burt till the fatal Year 


1720. He bore his Laſs in that Year like a 
Bhilgopbrr : and would even ſometimes, wich a. 


deal of Humour, give an Account of the 
wicked Arts that had been uſed to ruin him. His 
Table was perfectly elegant ; yet was he himfelf 
guilty of no Exceſs, His was nevet once 
diſturbed. by nne; and he ſo much deteſted 
— — 5 with which many of 
are deligheed;, that he has often 
was never in all his Life in a 
— 

00 


aſſured me, 
publick Brothel. 


— 
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Good Humour ; and in Company was ever 


Gay, Polite, and Cheerful : He furniſhed his 


ota in Converſation ; and was never bet- 
ter pleaſed, than when it turned upon ſome- 
thing that was uſeful, as well as diverting. 
He had a noble Generofity in his Temper, and 
knew perfectly well how to add to a Favour, by 
the Manner of conferring; it. The Magnificence 
amidſt which he had been educated, and the vaſt 
Fortune which fell to him upon his Father's 
Death, prevented his engaging in prublick Buſi- 


neſs till after the Year 1720: But in his Go- 


vernment of Jamaica, all about him were amazed 
to ſee his Application to Buſineſs, and how v 

capable he was of it. I have already obſerved, 
that he drew up moſt of his Letters and Dis 


patches with his own Hand; and I have been 


credibly informed, that no Governor of Jamaica 
ever gave more Satisfaction in Hearing and De- 
termining all ſuch Cauſes as were brought before 
him. He had, indeed, the two great Qualifica- 
tions which every Colony ought to deſire in their 
Chief Judge ind 


ſured, the Memory of himſelf, and that excel- 
lent Lady his Dutcheſs, (whom the Merchants 
in Jamaica would frequently recommend as a Pat- 
tern to their own Wives, ) will be always dear to 
the Inhabitants of that Iſland: His Grace was 
fag from attaining the End he propoſed in going 
to Famaica, viz. to retrieve his Loſſes in the 
Year 1720. He knew not what it was to live 


in a mean Figure, and was incapable of feecing 
the People committed to = Charge. His pri- 
has * . vate 
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vale Fortune, after he went there, was burt by an 
Affair in which he engaged a little too haſtily; 


and, if I am rightly informed, from a high 
Punto of Honour, he refuſed to meddle with a 


certain Buſineſs, which, if dexterouſly managed, 
might have proved vaſtly advan S to him- 
ſelf, the Publick, and the Crown. I cannot help 
adding, That he deſerved a little kinder Uſage 
than he met with in the Reign of a Prince of the 
Houſe of Hanover, to which Illuſtrious Family 
he had given the Proofs of an hearty 
Zeal and Attachment. - As a Conſolation to his 
Misfortunes, Providence thought fit to bleſs him 
with ſeveral hopeful Children, and, in particular, 
with a Son, whoſe fine Underſtauding, improved by 
Learning, and the Obſervations he has made in his 
Travels, ſeems to promiſe that he will one Day be 
the Ornament and Delight of his native Country. 
Pano me, Sir, for paying this juſt, but 
ſmall Tribute to the Memory of a great Man, 


who would have done all in his Power to have 


my Circumſtances eaſy, and Life agree- 
able, had he not been prevented by a moſt un- 
common Inſtance of mean Eury, and implacable 
...... | 
--4 BzL1zvs: the Story I have told you, will 
abundantly convince you, whether I am, oram not 
ſingled out to be made a Precedent of Cruelty and 
Severity. We are told every Day, by. a certain 


Set of Writers, That we live in a Country where 


our Liberties and Properties: are ſecured to us in 


che moſt effectual Manner: where Juſtice is im- 
partially adminiſtred.; and where it is not in the 


Power of the greateſt Man to oppreſs the meaneſt. 
2 ; 1 * y 


{ 
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My Liberty has been valued at One Farthing ; 
and though I am robbed of my Property, I am 
neither able to recover it, nor to bring the Of- 
fenders to Juſtice. In ſhort, I beg leave to re- 
peat once again, That I have paid greater Cofts, 
and received Ie Damages, than ever any Engh/h- 
man did before in the ſame Circumftances. If 
this has happened without the Intervention of an 
Hand of Power, J hope I may at leaſt have leave 
to ſay, that I am a very unfortunate Man; but 
if any one Perſon. (let him be who he will) has 
Influence enough to be the Cauſe of ſuch Pro. 
ceedings, I leave my Readers to judge in how 
bleſſed a Condition the Liſe, the Liberty, and 
the Property of every Man in England is, except 
that one Perſon s. nne. 
Ix you aſk, For what Reaſon T have been treat: 
ed thus? I will venture to aſſure you, That it ts 
for no Crime J ever committed, either agamſt wh 
King, or my Country. I will go a little farther 
and give you a few Reaſons why I humbly con 
ceive, I have deſerved a milder Treatment: 
While I am thus groaning under an unuſual 
Load of Cruelty and Oppreſſion, I hope my Rea- 
ders will have good Nature enough to Ry 
ſaying ſome Things which would, perhaps, loo 
too vain, if they were not thus extorted from 
me. ? $88: 


N E late Mr. 2 to my certain Khow- 
ledge; performed at leaſt as great, and as impor- 
tant orien for the Houſe of Hanover, as any 
one Man now living. Beſides this, his Writings 
of different Kinds have rendered his Name cele- 
brated and Hat riuus over all Eurbpe. To this 
great Man, I am the neareſt Male Relation now 
: 1 2 living; 
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| big . Lag due to them. Lewis the Fourteenth 


formed in our News- Papers, That Mr. Voltaire 


oo 


living: I owe. Part. of my Education to him; 
and in Conjunction with himſelf, and Sir Ri- 
cbard Steele, wrote the SpzrerAroks. This 
Work has been tranſlated into moſt European 
Languages, and is no where thought a Diſerace 
to our Nation. I was at Paris ſincm the Spetia- 
tors appeared in French; and wherever I was known 
to have had a Part in them, was received by Per- 
ſons of the Firſt Rank, among that Polite and 
— A after a Manner which I had 
gb. (though, perhaps, every Man 

2 ) to chink I merited. * — the learned 
42510 give the French Nation thoſe Praiſes which 


and as inhuman a Tyrant, as we were 
Sed 10 repreſent him) had, at leaſt the Hu- 
manzty, or the [Good Senſe, to be a Friend and 
Fatron to Men. of Letters: He not only gave 
daily Inſtances of this among his own Subjects : 
He extended bis Generoſity even to learned Fo- 
. He cauſed · our ——— Sir Jaac 
exoton, to be elected a Member of the French 
y. At the ſame Time, he ſettled a Pen- 
ſion upon him; and, I am told, cuuſed this Pen- 
to be conſtantly id him during the late 
If this is true, fo ill venture to ſay, This 
N Action will appear greater in the Kyes, of 
Poſterity, than all the Actions put — — 
the Reigns of ſome Princes. We were lately i "a 


was courted and careſſed, even by the Princes 
of the Blood at the French Court, for the Genius 
he has ſhewn in his Life of the late King of Sto. 
den. A Man muſt, indeed, be very blind, who 
a ſee great * chat Piece; yet, was 


this 
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this very Piece fallen upon by our Miniſteriat 
Writers ; and my Memoirs of the Family of the 
Boyles happening to be, publiſhed about the ſame 
Time, I had the Honour, (for ſuch I really 
eſteem it,) to be abuſed in the ſame Paper with 
Mr. Voltaire. We are introduced in a Dialogue: 
The Scene is my Lodgings; where Mr. Voltaire 
and I are ſuppoſed to acquaint one another, in 
great Confidance, that we are a Gooey of Fools, 
and Blockbeads. However mean the Figure may 
be, which I have made in the learned World, Iwi 
venture to affirm, That there is but One Govern- 
ment in all Europe, under which I might not re- 
ceive that Protection which the Laws afford to 
every other Man. 15 | | 
Tou may poſſibly imagine, Sir, from the 
Uſage I meet with, that I have been found en- 
Figgen in ſome Plot, and have been a Traytor to 
is preſent Majeſty: But I do aſſure you, this 


is ſo far from being the Caſe, that I have done 


ſome Services both to the late King, and his pre- 
ſent Majeſty. The inhuman Treatment I have 
met with, forces me to ſay a little more: Theſe 
Services have not been of a common or vulgar 
Nature; they have been Services of the «moſt 
Conſequence, and the higheſt Importance. Should 
theſe Lines happen to fall under the Eye of her 
moſt Sacred Majeſty, the preſent Guardian of 
theſe Kingdoms, and ſhe ſhould think me a little 
too hardy in what | now aſſert, I am ready to 
give her Majeſty convincing Proofs, either in a 
private Audience, or in a full Privy Council, 
that I ſpeak Tx44b.. Having named the Queen, 
I beg. leave to add, That I am well aſſured, 

her Sex, and her own good Nature, muſt re ter 
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her an Enemy to all Cruelties, I am as firmly 
convinced, that her illuſtrious Conſort can have 
nothing in his Temper that is Cruel, becauſe 
 Merty and Generoſity are the conſtant Inhabitants 
of a brave Mind. I hope, therefore, nothing I 
have ſaid can poſſibly be interpreted into what, I 
am ſure, I never intended, viz. the leaft Reflec- 
_ Havine, I hope, given ſufficient Proofs 
my Loyalty to their Majeſties, though I can 
by no Means agree with a Set of Writers, wo 
talk of a Zoyalty, which is due from us to Mi- 
niſters, yet I will venture to aſſert, That I have 
given ſeveral Inſtances of a moſt ſincere and 
hearty Affection for our preſent excellent Fir 
Miniſter : I am at this very Time a worſe Man 
at leaſt Ten thouſand Pounds,' than I ſhould 
herwiſe chave been, for my having done him 
one particular Piece of Service: If a Multitude 
of other Affairs ſhould have —— forget it, 
Lam ready to refreſb bis Memory before any Num- 
ber of his on Friends: I confeſs, — when I 
thus ſerved him, he was neither quite ſo Great, or 
fo Rich, as he is at preſent ; but by a grateful Man 
las he has ever ſhewn himſelf) thoſe Services were 
never thought the leaſt meritorious, which have 
been rendered to himunder his greateſt Difficulti&. 
Wr I came up to Town from the laſt O- 
ford Aſſies, and found that I could neither bring 
thoſe Perſons who had robbed my Houſe to a 
legal Trial, nor get. a Search-Warrant for my 
| Goods, though I tried more Ways than one, and 
| | could prove here a good Part of them * 
| the poſitive Affidavits of tra ſeveral Pe 
I fay, Sir, wher-1- fomd chis, 1 eame up to 
+ Town 
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Town with a full Reſolut ion to have laid my de- 
plorable Caſe before the Britiſb Parliament, — 
to have flung myſelf at the Feet, and have im- 
plored the — of thoſe great Cons RxA- 
TORS of LiBzRTy and PROPERTY, Tothis 
End, I actually talked with ſome Members of 
your Houſe ; 25 found their Seſſion SY 
to a Concluſion; that ſeveral Members were 
_ gone into the Country; and that the re- 
ining Part were taken up upon an Affair truly 
— the Attention of Patriots, I mean the 
Affair of the Charitable: Corporation. While, 
with a Zeal worthy of yourſelves, you were do- 
ing Juſtice to a Mubtitude of unhappy and' de- 
luded People, I could not reaſonably deſire or ex 
you ſhould hearken to the Complaints of one 
Angle Wretch, however juſt they might appear tobe. 
Pusu, Sir, the glorious Path you are in; 
ſhew yourſelves the true Repreſentatives of the 
People of England: Protect the Innocent, and 
puniſh ſuch Offenders, as are much too big to be 
managed by our common Courts of Juſtice. 
all — to ſereen them prove ir 


May your Houſe be one Lent 
4 nor ardfully led our of the h. In a Won a Word 


at your next Seſſion you are enquiring into es 
Scene of Iniquity, 4— ou not be ſerved like 
your late Commitee for inſpetting Gaols. I have 
ſtrong Reaſons to believe, that thoſe Gentlemen 
were within an Hair's 'Breadth of making ſuch 
Diſtoveries, as would have juſtly. intitled them 
to have had their Statues eretted at the 
of their Country. The Engliſh Nation will ne- 
ver deſpair of having their Grievances — 
N their Parliament is 6 : 

ut 


cut, wound, 
Would be a much ha 
none at all. The Peo 
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But ſhould a wicked Miniſter, which Heaven 
2 ever be able to ſecure a corrupt Majority 

in your Houſe, then, Sir, then ſhould we be 
truly Slaves ; I will venture to ſay, we ſhould 
be even more wretched Slaves than thoſe who 


live under the moſt abſolute Monarchy. The 


Reaſon is plain: A People had much better ſa- 
tisfy the Avarice and Ambition of one Tyrant, 
than of three hundred. The Athenian State was 
much more happy under the Government of 
Piſiſtratus, than under that of the thirty Tyrants. 
Our Parliament is our higheſt Court of Judica- 


ture; and ſhould the Fountain ever be corrupted, 


what muſt become of all the inferior Streams? 
what Defigns carried on under the Ma of 


Fuſtice ? what ſcandalous Partialities might we 


not then ? TI ſhall venture to aſſert, That 
ſhould the Lats of England ever be turned into 
Back-Swords, I mean, ſhould they be made to 
and deſtroy only on one Side, we 

ier Nation, if we had 
of England have been 
ever ſo fond of a Parliamem, that we may pro- 
2 enough call it their Miſtreſ; yet, give me 
ve to obſerve, Sir, That ns we have a 
violent Paſſion for any one Object, our Love is 


aſually mixed with a little Zealoufy. With re- 


ſpect 8 the King, the Parliament may 
be called his Political Wife, It is not therefore 


ſufficient ' ſhe ſhould be barely CHAST ER; but, 


The Wife of Cæſar ought not to be SUSPECTED. 
For theſe Reaſons, I believe, Sir, I may venture 


to aſſure you, That Forty-nine Parts in Fifty' of 


w- Subjects, who have no Places or 


Fan, ee do moſt carneſtly wiſh 0 


* 
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ſee the Penſion Bill paſs. I have heard you more 


than once allow this excellent Bill to be abſolute- 


ly neceſſary. for the Preſervation of our Conſtitu- 
tion. Your Behaviour in Parliament on this, and 
every other Occaſion, has given you an indiſpu- 
table Right to the glorious Title of a Friend to 
your Country. J have no mean Opinion of your In- 
tegrity or Abilities, yet, give me Leave to ſay, Sir 

hat notwithſtanding the Love and Eſteem 1 
have for you, my Reſpect for a Briti/h Parlia- 
ment is ſo much ſuperior to all private Conſide- 
rations, that I heartily wiſh you was the moſt 
worthleſs Member in the whole Houſe of Commons. 

I HAvg Reafons to believe, that at your next 
Meeting, ſuch a Scene will be opened, and ſuck 
Particulars laid befote you, as will require your 
utmoſt Attention. Poſſibly, as wretched a Crea- 
ture as 1 am, I may be a mean Inſtrument of 
placing fome certain Fas in their true Light, 1 
will go a little farther : My Papers have been 
twice ſeized and-rifled after a moſt wicked and 


* may, hi | 
therefore, without Ceremony, and without 
| —_ of it. 
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My Friends (ſome of whom are Men of 
mach better Judgment than myſelf) do think, 
thar ſince a certain A fair, which made ſome 
Noiſe in the World, there have been two ſeveral 
Altemfts to have murdered me in my Bed. The 
plain Matter of Tat ſtands thus: 


Azour Chriſtmas laſt was Twelvemonth, 
about Two a Clock in the Morning, I was 
awakened by a Noife at my Chamber-Door : 
The Noiſe was like that of a Key turning round 
in a Lock, which did not belong to it; and I 
really thought, that my Matd-Servant wanted 


ſomething in the Room, and might have miſta- 


ken the Key. But upon my calling out, bo is 
there ? inſtead of -receiving any Anſwer, che 
moſt- violent Efforts: were made to have brake 
open the Door. I thought it now high Time to 
knock, and alarm the Houſe, which I did ; and 
when thoſe who lay over me, began to ſtir, I 
heard the Fellow, who was at my Chamber- 
Door, trip up Stairs, where, by what afterwards 
happened, I have Reaſon to believe he got out 
of a Door in the Garret which opened upon the 
Leads of the Houſe. I cannot pretend to gueſs 
at the Villain, only I had obſerved, that the 
Day before this Accident happened, I had been 
dogged for fevera-Hours together, by a Fellow 
in a blue Rug Coat; and once, when I turned 


back to look at him, the Wind blowing open 


his great blue Coat, I ſaw he wore under it a 
fort of Frock with Metal- Buttons; and J thought, 
that in the Efforts which that Villain made, who 


endeavoured to break open my Chamber-Door, 1 


plainly heard his Metal-Buttons. grate againſt the 
| Door, 
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Door, and an adjoining Wainſcot, However, 
whether this Fellow and he who dogged me, 
8 one and the ſame Man, I am not able to 
as 
I 14mg ro Noiſe of this Aﬀuir ; yet could 
not forbear making my own Neflections upon it. 
That I might not be altogether wanting to my 
ſelf, I took care from this Time to haves Light, 
or Lights, conſtantly burning all Night m my 
Chamber, which I never had before. 1 reſolved 
likewiſe to get ſome Man to lie upon the ſame 
Floor with me. I pretended I wanted a Servant. 
n which, one who had formerly lived with 

me ſeveral Years, but was then a Houſekeeper, 
recommended to me a luſty young Fellow, a Re- 
lation of his own. M Send Servant paſſed his 
Word for the young Fellow Honeſty: But de- 
fired he might not wear a Livery, becauſe his 
Father was à very ſubſtantial Farmer, and he him- 
ſelf actually Heir to an Eſtate of Fourſcore Pounds 
per Annum. T ordered a Table-Bed to be put in 
that Room which was attempted to be broke 
open, and made this young Fellow lie in it. T 
told him nothing of the former Attempt, that 
he might not be under any Apprehenſion. Every 
Thing was quiet for about ſix Weeks: Bt at 
the End of that Time, about Three in the Morn- 
ing, the ſame Villain, as I imagine, who made 
the former Attempt, eame again. He was now 
fo much improved in the Art of picking a Loek, 
that he got into the Room where my Servant 
lay, adjoining to my own, without making any 
vile. However, as I happened to be awake, 
I heard ſome body ſtalking about the Room. I 
took it for — that it was my own- Man, 
: U 2 hg 
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who might want ſomething in the Night, which 

he could not readily find ; but was ſufficiently 
alarmed, when I we the Fellow Jump out .of 
Bed, and cry out, J#ho are you, Sir? What do 
you do bere ? What do you want ? I immediately 
leaped out of Bed. with my drawn Sword in my 
Hand, which lay conſtantly by me, and flew 


into the Dining-Room. I attempted to have 


Peng the Door, which was next the Stairs: If 
could have opened this Door, my Man and I 
ſhogld have had the Villain between us, and 
might probably have given a good Account of 
him : But I found the Door ny ny locked, 
The Maid-Seryant, who every Day lig — => 
Fire, had locked the Door, and 3 
up with her. I tried in vain to break it fan 
All I could do in this Extremity was, to call 
out to my Servant to bid him fear nothing, for 
that I was coming to him, and to order him to 
fre upon the Villain, though, God knows, the 
Fellow had up Fire-Arms. At the ſame 
ime, inſtead of crying, Murder, which 1 
thought might — Folks in their Beds, I cried 
out, with all my Might, Fire ! Fire ! This 
ſoon alarmed _ body in the Houſe. The 
Villain finding the Family was getting up, —— 
it high Time to retreat. He ran up Stairs and 
(as we an, diſcovered) got out of a little 
Door which opens upon the Leads of the Houſe. 
We found this little ' Door open, and another 
in the Garret das to it, and which is 
conſtantly ſhut at Night, (however it happened,) 
was. now likewiſe. wide open. My Man told 
me, That as ſoon as ever he ſaw the Villain in 
1 Room, he prong. out of Bed, and caught 
he | 
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up a Chair in his Hand, which was all he had 
to defend himſelf: That the Villain upon this 
retired back two or three Steps, and ſtood flill a 
good while with a Piſtol in his Hand, but with- 
out firing, or ſtriking at him; till at laſt, upon 
the Noiſe I made, he went out at the Chamber- 
Door, which he had juſt before opened, ran up 
to the Garret, and made his Eſcape over the 
Leads in the Manner I have mentioned. Upon 
talking with the People of the Houſe, who were 
all of them alarmed at this laſt Attempt, I found, 
that the Villain, in all Probability, had been 
once in the Houſe, to fee how the Ground lay be- 


fore he made his fir Attempt to break open 7 


Chamber- Door. Every body in the Hou 
(except myſelf) heard a Man, one Night before 
that Attempt, go down from the Garret; and 
after he had ftaid ſome little Time, trip up Stairs 
again into the Garret, | : 
Art my Friends, who gave themſelves the 
Trouble to talk with my Servant, (which ſome 
of them did,) areof Opinion, That the Villain 
- could have no other Deſign, than to have mur- 
dered me. It is pony evident, indeed, that he 
did not come to Steal : I am affured, that in the 
Garret thi which he came, there was a great 
Quantity.of Linen, and of a conſiderable Value; 
but that none of it was found miſſing. Beſides, 


when he was in the Houſe, he might with the 


urmoſt Eaſe have robbed all the Ground Floor, 
where no body lay, and which belongs toa ſubſtan- 
tial Tradeſman, who had ſeveral Things of Value 
there : the Villain could have taken no- 
ching from me (except my Life) but a few Books 

and Papers. My Friends are all convinced, that 
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his Behaviour in my Man's Room proceeded 
from the Surprize he was under, when he found 
another Perſon in the Chamber, where he e 

to have found me. They likewiſe lay ſome Streſs 
upon a particular Circumſtance: A Day or two 
before the firſt Attempt was made upon my 
Chamber-Door, a little Lalian Grey- bound was 
ſtolen from me, which had been with me ſeve- 
ral Years before, uſed conſtantly to he under my 
Bed, and would fall a barking upon the leaſt 
Noiſe. I ſhould not have mentioned this Cir- 


| cumnſtance, if I had not heard or read ſome 


where of an Harlequin Dog, who diſcovered an 
borrid and bloody Plot to have deſtroyed Three 
Kingdoms. For my own Part, I muſt ingenuouſly 
confeſs, I do not well know what to think of this 
whole Affair. I have only related Matters of 
Fut: I cannot help ſaying, That ſome Circum- 
ſtances do look a little odd; yet, far be it from 
me to charge the greateſt Enemy I have in the 
World, with having any Hand in ſo Black an 
Altemp!, unleſs I could fully prove it upon him. 
Since this laſt Attempt, I have got ſome Fire- 
Arms, and never go-to Bed without two Rrace 
of Piſtols loaded by me: I have likewiſe taken 
ſome other Precautions, and ſhould endeavour to 
ſell my Life as dear as I could, if it is ever pur- 
ſued again after this Manner. 2 

IHA often found myſelf dogged for an 


whole Day together, ſometimes by ane Man, 


and ſometimes by tuo: I thought it proper enough 
to acquaint a certain Perſon, whom I went to ſee: 


one Day, that Thad left my Equipage in the Street, 
for that I bad been followed all the Morning by two 


Fellows, abo were at that Time not far from bit 


Door. 
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Decr. He immediately replied, I don't care 
who knows you viſit me. I aſſure you, Sir, if you 
are nc 1 of my Acquaintance, I am not 
aſhamed of yours. So generous an Anſwer from 
a Perſon fo much my Superior, made me almoſt 
aſhamed that I had told him I was dogged. - If 
thoſe Gentlemen, who ſtill do me the Honour to 
follow me now, and then, or to watch my Door 
for a whole Day together, mean nothing more, 
than to find out what Perſons I ſee, I do hereby 
aſſure them, that they are heartily welcome to 
make the beft of their Diſcoveries. | 
I HoPx, Sir, I have ſaid enough to convince 
that I have not complained without being 
Hurt; and that my having been ſo long Silent, 
and never till now entering into Particulars, is 
ſome Proof that I have a tolerable Stock of Pa- 
tience, eſpecially for a Madman. I beg Leave, 
however, to aſſure you, That you do me a great 
deal of Injuſtice, if you imagine I have now ſaid 
all that I could fay. I could tell you how I have 
been flung into a Prifen, and kept there /ome 
Years for a Debt, pretended to be due to a certain 
Perſon, to whom I do not owe one Farthing ; 
but who, on the contrary, if a currant Account 
between us was fairly ballanced, (which Account I 
have more than once offered in open Court in 
Chancery to refer to any indifferent Perſons,) is 
ſome Hundreds of Pounds in my Debt. I could 
tell you how an old Bond, given twenty Nears 
fince, and paid off above twelve Nears ſince, has 
been trumped up againſt me, not by the Perſon 
to whom I gave it, but by a certain Captain, 
into whoſe Hands it fell by an wnlucky Acci- 


dent. I could tell you ſome Proceedings in this 


* 


Caſe, 
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Caſe, which, I hope and believe are withour a 
Precedent. 
I cours tell you how, when 1 was rt 

ill, and upon the very Day J had taken P 

I was dragged by a The by Force out 

own Ledgings,. and in my Mornmg-Gow 

the e 9 though there — 8 

more Occaſiom for my Appkarance in that Court, 

— at this Time for yours. I conld tell 
Lord Chancellor (to give him his 
R San thoroughly ſhocked. at this moſt 

—— and unprecedented Piece of Barbarity. I 

could tell you, and truly too, that I hook ak 

it as done with a Deſign to have murdered me; 

and that it kad very near compleated that De- 


n: Upon my Return to my Lodgings, I 


till that Day, and which thoſe about me thought 
would have carried me off. I could tell you 
many other ,Fhings- In. hon, Sir, if you are 
a little furpr 2 — My thyee- 
ning: Sheets, how m greater would your 
ige be, ſhould I the up the Curtain en. 
0 75 ö r Scene, 
I could lay open ? I have 
Ira long cough — er to obſerve that 
Irocept given us in an old plain Eagliſh 
—— ns That Truth is not to be ſpoke. as 
2 know, that there are ſome 
Truths, eſpecially. of fuel s Kind, that they 
will infallibly loſe their Furce, if they are not 
reſeryed for a roo Time; and a proper Place. 
The eruel ;Rer/coution and |Opprefiions: I have 
ſeuggled under for theſe Te Lare laſt paſt, have 
5 Dautb iofinitely n to ſuch a 54 


into ſuch d F as I never was feized with © 


as I have led. I hope I am not afraid to die; and 
I believe there | is no Man of any Spirit, who in 
the lite Circumſtances would not have put an End 
to his Liſeʒ could he have been aſſured, that his 
Mictions would have ended with it. I muſt own, 
I am not quite ſo clear apon the Subject of Sni- 
eide, as ſeveral great and good Men have de- 
3 themſelves to be; yet, if I ever lay un- 
der any Temptation to havecommitted i it, Ihave 
been withheld from it by 2 Reaſons: If it be a 
Crime, it is ſuch a one, as it is ſcarce poſſible to 
repent of; and this Circumſtance, which is al- 
moſt peculiar to this very Action, muſt, me- 
thinks, have a good deal of Weight with every 
| m__—_—_ Man. 
TuxkI is another Reaſon, which, though. 2 
mere Trifle, if compared to the former, I can- 
not deny had ſome little Weight wich me. 
LHA Grounds to believe, thata certain Per- 
ſon has uſed his utmoſt Endeavours to drive me 
to this very Action; that he once haped, and 


even. expected every Day to hear that I had com- 


mitted it: And I will not aſſert, but that a Re- 


ſolution I have taken, never mote to endeavour 


to pleaſe this Perſon, may have had its Weight in 
making me not altogether weary of Life. I hope, 
however, I ſhall never put too great a Value u 
on it. And though the Ng f Sparta ſhou d 
once more call me a e in Print, I ſhall 
once more repeat thoſe very Mords which induced 
his Spartan Majeſty — be ſo ſevere upon 
ME, viz..** That Did I but knew how to lay down 
my Life for the real Service of i 
hau ſhould e bow, le would FLY to 


* path with.” 3 gh 


Gu 1 8 1a 
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yy poor Country, | 
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1 navt already tired, chat I aca not wich 
dut Hopes of being a mean inſtrument of doing 
ing Counery ſome le Service pan war Mos 
Let, if my promiſing to reveal mtb 
which was ever AY td 21: wncder whe oa? of 
Freend/bip, is ſufficient eo make a certain Perſon 
may be E45. There ure forme o. 
82 which, under all Reto and the 

rovocation, I am dewrmined to koop, 
Hoc for bis ales but try '0wn. Give me leer 
© add, Sir, that I There is a general Ex- 
| mae or pe ron I beliese the 
. Voice, and Cries of _— CIT 
ve, or will let you know, chat it they v. 


repreſented ro tin very mm I 
Sets of Writers. 8 
Wu ate told by 


ferrted upon 0 iy a Foot : That were be. 
loved by our Allies, — — 
reſpacted by all 'the World: That we-have no- 
thing to do, but to ſit down every Man under his 


4 TI TIS: © MM  * " I RY a aca * r 
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own Fig. Tree, and quietly enjoy all thoſs Bleſ- 
ſings which our great Miniſter is daily procuring 
for us: That we ourſelves may ſleep, and take 
our Reſt, ſince his Eyes are ever open, and his 
Head conſtantly employed to removeevery Dan- 

that can poſſibly threaten us: That with a 
Fikacereſted Generoſity, which cannot be tao 
much commended, he is pleaſed to prefer qur 
7 and Happincl to his own : That the only 

we have to take care of, is, that we do 

nor BY 


into too much Laeury : het the Fn 


ſent Affluence and Plenty of 

live in an Age and 7 where * 57 

its Acendant: That we are the onl happy 

ton in Europe, who have it inas tg <Hiag 
as hyman Nature is capable of ing : That 


Man's Property is rendered 4s. bn by 

the beſt La _ were ever compoſel, an 

pd Bec, any T Thing can be made in this 
World: That Juſtice js in all Caſes ſo Tagarth 
ally adminiſtred, chat the Greateſt Man ampog us 
is not able to opprefs the Meaneft. = 
228 
nua t rom ately a 

2 and holding the the Ballnce of rh 24 
ve are become he Jt, e Scorn, th 


and the Deriſi Nation We 
the Deriſion of every = 


R Trade (the very Soul of our Na 
yed, wy dane bY Branches 


III ardl ble for us rake! = 
Doe ll rl be pull fr wp el fallen: 
That our firſt Miniſter is ſo für from. being qua- 


for that erſtands 15 
12475 wy ms a Te der de 5 


ory Mate Legen as e 
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ſpeak French: That the ſtrongeſt Paſſions in him 
are the Love of Money, and a mean Jealouſy of 
Feat Man who has thoſe Qua ualifications he wants 
himſelf : That Millions of People have loſt either 
their Friends or their Fortunes by his pernicious 
Meaſures : That he has taken much more Care 
of N and his Relations, than of the Pub- 
lick t while the Nation in general is groan- 
ing under Poverty and Oppreſſion ; while our Mer- 
chants Ships are daily taken, our Colonies decay- 
ing, our Tradeſmen becoming Bankrupts, our 
8 unable to pay their Rent, and our Streets 

ch Beggars, there are wo or three Fa- 


milies hs are daily- acquiring and hoarding up 


ſuch immenſe Sums, as muſt in a few Years ſto; 
even the Circulation of our Money : That thoug 
our Prince himſelf has a thouſand great and no- 
ble Qualities in him, yet that his People are 
red. from receiving the Influence of them, 
b this Miniſter's interpoſing and hanging like a 
Black Cloud between them and their Kone: That 


he and-his-Creatures have found a Way to pre- 


vent the juſt Complaints of his Majeſty's Subjects 


from reaching his royal Ear: That the whole Ad- 


-miniſtration of — 5 ſame Miniſter has been no- 
thing clſe but Blunder upon Blunder ; and that all 
bis Paliticks may be com 1 in one ſing le Word, 
z. CoxxupTiON : That the Peop I- are bur- 
"there with heavy Taxes, and a ſtanding: Army; 
72 eir Debts not leſſened in a Lime of Peace: 
at tho no People have the Word I. I BERTY 


more in their Mouths; no People are perhaps 


ele acquainted with the Thing itſelf: That 


pur Laws are ſo far from 285 10 very excellent 


0 Fe as ſome would uade us, that Rea- 


Ven 
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ſon and Fuſtice are too often loſt and ſtifled un- 
der Forms of Law: And that, in a Word, the 
Law itſelf, as it now ſtands, or is ſometimes in- 
terpreted, ſeems too capable to enable the Rich 
an the Wicked to oppreſs the Poor and the In- 
nocent. | Oe: 

I SHALL notexamine intotheTruth or Falſhaod 
of the ſeveral Aſſertions and Inſinuations of theſe 
two Sets of Writers. The Commons of England 
aſſembled in a free Parliament are doubtleſs the 
beſt and propereſt Judges of the true Statæ ef the 
Nation; nor can I doubt, Sir, but at your 
next Meeting you will examine into what Condi- 
tion the Britiſ Nation really is; and that you 
will act accordingly. One Thing I beg Leave to 
ſay, namely, That there is not a Man in England 
= A will more heartily rejoice than myſelf, to 
find his Country in that happy Condition it'is 
faid to be in by the firſt Set of Writers whom I 
have menti or to ſee that all the Com- 
plaints raiſed againſt our excellent Miniſter are 
without the leaſt Foundation, and proceed from 
nothing elſe than the cauſeleſs Clamours of a 
few worthleſs Men, who are baſe enough to 
wound the very Hand that feeds and preſerves 
them, and to envy thoſe great Actions they are 
unable to imitate. th upon fair and thorough 
Examination this ſhould appear to be the true 
State of the Caſe, I will venture to aſſure our 
Firſt Miniſter he may ſafely deſpiſe all his Ene- 
mies, and need give no Orders for Proſecutions 
in Weſtminſter-Hall. Moſt of the Profecutians 
againſt thoſe Writings, which any particular Set 
of Men call; Libels, have, re, humble TY 
nion, ſmelt extreamly Rant of downright 7y- 


ram 
* 45 
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ranny and arbi Power : I dare fay there is 
no Man 9 Senſe, Tho would not be * ſooner 
convinced, by ſeeing the Arguments in any Pam- 
phler fairly Auſwered, or the Matters of Fat it 
aſſerts proved to be Falſe, than by hearing it was 
called a Libel in Neſtminſter-Hall. | 

I sHAEL canclude with deſiring the Protection 
of Providence on no other Terms, than as theſe 
Sheets are moſt FP 4 intended for th Good 
of my Country: I ſhould nat expect m ow- 
Sub — would lend their N e ſeveral 
Particulars I have mentioned, if what is my Caſe 
to Day, might not happen to be their awn to 
Marrow : But it is certainly high Time for every 
Man to look about him, and to conſider upon 
what Foot bis own Liberty and Property ſtand 3. 
when in the Wards of my Motto, ---7qm prox» 
mus ardet eres z that is, in' plain Exeli/b, 


When bis next Neighbour's. Houſe is already on 
— 20/20" i 
In with great Efteem, 
n 
e 
hs Dur Moſt Faithful h! 


THE 


APPENDIX 


AVING- ſome particular Reaſons 
nat to be ſatisfied, that my Servant, 
who was my chi} Eoidenca, had ouly 
Ton. Og 8 be- 
fore that Iuſtice af Peace w 

— Search-Warrant, 2 Fel. 
low to make an Affidavit Ubeniß of the 
aid Robbery before che Recorder of Oxford, 
though this Gentleman, as I have already 


obſerved, does not act as a Juſtice af Peace in 
the County at large. Tus Ars Affida- 


vit, taken before him, is what I referred my 
x do aca in the n of the * procatling 
Sheets. | 


ie Mido faith, That Eufbate 
« ;Budgell Eſquire, having left the Care 
<4 iof this Houſe; amt all the Keys of the flat 
<< "Hauſe — 49 to 
Jock up the Doors of the ſaid Hauſe, but to 
tac halt and barricade them in uch a. Manner, 
that no Ney aud ume; But ſaich, 
That the ſaid Houſe was ſeveral Times broke 


* open, 
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ce open, and ſeveral Goods of a conſiderable 
2 Value taken away at divers Times out of the 
ſame; ſo that ar preſent, almoſt all the Goods 
% in the ſaid Houſe, which was well furniſhed, 
<« are ſtole away. And the ſaid Abraham Maid; 
further faith, That early one Morning, about 
«© May laſt, being informed, that there had 
| been a Knocking heard in the Houſe, he 
| | <© went in the back Way, and actually caught 
| « Fon Piers of Denton, William Badchek of 
* Gazington, and Fohn Gillman of the ſame, 
. *© who had broke open the Hall- Door of the 
| « ſaid Houſe, which he the ſaid Maid: had 
| -* firmly ſecured with a large Bar: And the {aid 
ou Maids faith, That the three Perſons afore 10 
ee were actually carrying off ſeveral of the 
| belonging to his Maſter, when he came 
| „ them; and ſaith, That the faid three came upon 
| '& were under the utmoſt Fright and Surprize 
«<< when they were caught by him the faid Maids, 
< and that Piers and Gillman did in particular 
© look as if they would have fainred away: And 
the ſaid Maids told the ſaid Piers, That he was 
<a baſe Man for N. Fan pen his Maſter's 
1 HFouſe, and ſtealing his Goods ſeveral Times 
| before in the Night; becauſe he the- faid 
* Maids might be hanged upon Suſpicion of 
7 having taken the ſame : And the ſaid Maids 
faith, That Piers and Gillman were ſo con- 
founded, that they made him no Anſwer; but 
| that Badcock had the Impudence to ſay, That 
| he the ſaid -Maids could not tell abs they 
« bad-the Goods; although the: ſaid Maids did 
. 172700 well know 2 were his 1 — 
gol! e taken 


— — — — — 2 — >< 
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taken out of the Houſe which was broke 
z LEE ata i ah | 

& Avp the faid Maids faith, That his Maſ.. 
6 ter's Houſe was broke open five or ſix Times, 
4 and ſome of the Goods taken away every 
Time; and that the Perſons who broke it 
open, got in ſometimes at the Windows, and 
** ſornetimes at the Doors: And he doth believe 
that the faid Piers was always concerned in 
breaking. open the ſaid Houſe, becauſe he the 
* ſaid Maids doth know, that many. of the 
Goods tikenaway at the ſaid Times, are now 
iu the Poſſeſſion of the faid Piers; and that 
**. ſome of them are in the Houle, where the ſaid 
* Piers now Hives; and that others of them are 


* hick in a Barn. Of all which he the ſaid Maid 


in ready to make Oath. In Witneſs whereof 
, be hath fereunto ſet his Hand this 26th Day 


: zinc. Tad | - Abraham Maids. 


| 1 Auguſt 30, 1731. 

Scors 'by Abraham Maids before me, That 
the' Coltents' of this Paper is true ; and ' that his 
Name is ibereto ſubſcribed. © ba 
irt ti unn MAT. SKINNIR. 


, Fi =. ” 
* TP % 4 3 7 
Y ? 3 


* Brabam Maids farther ſaith, That he doth 
te believe, the Houſe of his Maſter, Zuftace 
ce Budgell Eſquire, was always broke open in the 
Night, or at ſuch Times as 7obn Piers and 
* his Accomplices were well aſſured he the ſaid 

pi N , Y +4 dwell © 1 Maids 


— — > OE 
— — — 2 — = © 
— — 


— — 
— — = == 
Lind SEE — 2 


A = 
- 


— 
— — 


— — 
4 4 


— — 
—_— - 
o— — — 


— — — 2 


8 The Appendix wy 


„ Maids was at a great Diſtance, 1 
* that Time when they were a 
&* him the ſaid Mzids. And the ſaid Maids by 

&« ther faith, That he is credibly informed, and 
4 doth believe, that William Badeort, of Gazing- | 
0 jon, did declare fome Timeafterthe ad Maid 
2 ca im ing away his Maſter's 

5 7555 he had broke cows the Houſe, 
« if it was to do again, be the fd Badcock 

© would have knocked the ſaid Maids in the Head, 
© and bave buried bim in the Orchard, belonging 
* to the ſaid Maids's Maſter's Houſe. 

% Anp the ſaid Maids faith, That he hath 
heard, and doth verily believe, that the faid 
2 Piers and his Aſſociades were encouraged to 
** do what they have done, from a firm Belief 
that the ſaid Mzaids's Maſter, Euſtace Budeell 
** Eſq; was confined for Debt, and would never 
be ina Condition to proſecute chem; and that 

they would never have dared to rob his Houſe, 
had they ever thought he would have recover- 
ed his . 

+ ** Anp the ſaid Maids ſaith, That they be 
gan their Attempts, as he believerh, * a 
** away a Grind ing · Stone king 
ter, which lay in a Hovel; — fad 
yy I Piers, ſoon after the laid Stone was miſling, 
came to him the ſaid Maids, and ſaid ; What, 
I bear you bave had your Grind, Stone ſtolen ? f 
* Towhich the ſaid Maids |, Thelieve 
* know what is become of bim. And the id 


„ Maids hath been informed that the ſaid Piers 


« did actually take away the ſaid Stone, and 
* hid it in a Ditch for ſome Time after he 
©« had 
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4 had ſtolen it; but at laſt carried it tg the 
* Houſe of William Burges, in the Pariſh of 
% Gazington, where the ſaid Maids hears the 
* ſaid Stone now is. And the ſaid Maids faith, 
© That he doth conceive the ſaid Piers, findin 
* himſelf not proſecuted for the ſaid Stone, dis 
10 to break open, and to rob his the ſaid 
« Maids Maſter's Houſe in the Manner the ſaid 
« Maids hath given under his Hand Yeſterday : 
Of all which the faid Maids is ready to 


O Oath, if he is y called upon ſo to do. 
In witneſs he hath hereunto ſet his 
Hand this 27th Day of Auguſt, 1731. | 

Abrabam Maids. 


oY Auguſt 30, 1731. 
Sworn by Abraham Maids before me, That 
the Contents of this Paper is true; and that his 


Name is thereto ſubſcribed. 
2 MAT, SKINNER, 


Bx$1D2xs theſe two Papers my Servant ſigned 
a third Paper, containing ſome Particulars, 


which for certain Reaſons I ſhall not publiſh at 
ent. 

P Tau following Affidavit of my Maid Ser- 

vant's, what I referred my Readers to in Page. 

I32, | 


6c/ two Years ſince, her Maſter, Euſtace 
% Budgel{ Eſqz (who was at that Time under 
0 Confinement in the Fleet) called her this De- 


7 Mer feta Oath, That bote 


Y 2 ** ponent 
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ent to him, 12 declared pato. her, That 
was very uneaſy. far fear his Papers ſhould 
4 1 ſeized, and yn ed, once again, 48 ſhe this 
Peponent well knew they formerly were at 
4. his HovE in Arundfl-Sirect'y and that he 
* way tberefgre reſglved to fond down do bis 
« Hau in Qxferd/cire ſame of his ſaid Papers, 
« containing Acunts hætween him and other 
vt Perſons, ſeyeral private Letters of  Confe- 
quence, and other Matters; and ordered this 
5 ** Deponent to get herſbliready to go ; the 
very next Day into Oxferd/aive with the ſaid 
Papers: And this Depanem did make herſelf 
e ready accordingly, and received early the next 
40 „ Morning from her ſaid Maſter's * Hands 
* a ſmall Bag (ſuch as Lawyers commonly carr 
their Papers in) almoſt full of Papers, which 
< her faid Maſter had packed yp, t . be: be- 
e fore; in ſeveral Sheets af brown Paper 
6. had ſealed- up. with his own- Seat in i fine 
Places on the ſaid brown Paper. And this 
** Deponent farther ſaith, That when her Maſ- 
ter gave her the ſaid Bag of Papers, he did 
, ſtrictly charge and eamragndder, ſeveral Times 
over, to take the utmoſt Care cheredſ 3 de- 
** claring, That as much as he waned Money, he 
6 would not loſe the faid Papers for two T 
fand Pounds,” ooiNenioro —— and 
** ordered this Deponent. as ſodn as ſhei case to 
* his Houſe in Gee i to cauſe a ha ſtrong 
**. Cheſt in the ſaid Houſe to be removed up into 
ö i -<. alittle Cloſer in one of the Gaurdtꝭ arg t put 
*<;.the-ſaid Fapers in the; ſaid Cheſt & an Ap ro 
e put e e and 
1 A ch n e ,7anopher 


n . 
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macher on the Claſet - Door; and having care- 
fully locked the fame, to bring away the Keys 
„ with her, and ot to leaue them with Abrabam 
* Maids, who had the Care of the Houſe, and 
te Goods therein, and the Keys of every other 
Room in the ſaid Houſe, Anq this Deponent 
* faith, That ſhe did go don into Oxfardhire 
* accordingly, get the aforefaid Cheſt removed 
up into the ſaid Cloſet, and E the ſaid Pa- 
pers therein, And becauſe her Maſter had 
* ſtrictly charged her to let no body know of 


© her carrying down the ſaid Papers, ſhe, this 


*© Deponent, to avoid any Suſpicion of her put- 


© ting Papers into the ſaid Cheſt, did likewiſe 
"* put ſome Linen, Pewter-Diſhes and Plates, 
into the ſaid Cheſt; and having cauſed two 
good new Locks to be put upon the Cheſt 
and the Cloſet-Door, and carefully locked the 
fame, brought away the Keys with her to 
* London, and hath had them in her Poſſeſſion 
ever ſince, And this Deponent farther ſaith, 


That being carried down by her Maſter to the 


£* Afſizes held at Oxford in March laſt, ſhe found 
© that her Maſter's Country-Houſe, which was 
* well furniſhed with Goods ſent down from his 
“ Houſe in Arundel-Sireet in the Strand, and with 
* ſuch Goods as he had bought in Oxfordſhire, 
* was entirely ſtripped from Top to Bottom: 
That the ſaid Cheſt was carried away; and that 
“ the very Tools, and Waſhing-Veſſels in the 
** Out-houſes, and a large Copper-Furnace, were 
* alſo ſtolen, and carried away. And this De- 
* pron faith, That being carried by her Fel- 
* low-Servant,, Mrabum Mutlu, wn A Barn which 
** ſtands by i felf na Field, and is now in the 
** Paſikſſion of ane Jahn Piers, the, this Depo- 
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& nent; looked into the ſaid Barn through the 
< Creyices of the Boards, and ſaw therein a great 


© Quantity of her ſaid Maſter's Goods.” 


Mary Harris, 


Furat' 24th Day of July 1732, 
before me at the Publick Office. 
| _ Fran, Exp, 


) 


STATE 


OF THE 


Authors CASE 


Before the 


Houſe of Lops, 


Which is ſo frequently Fs 


Mentioned and Referred to 
RR - H E 


Reverend Mr. Wu Pres 's 


SEVERAL LETTERS, 
And in the 


' Anſwers to thoſe Errrras. 


Note, This CAS EB now — ver- 
batim, as it was formerly given into the 
Honourable Houſe of Lords, and as it 
was ſince printed in the Author's Ap- 
pendix to his Letter fo the King of 
Sparta. 


Printed in the Year 1732. 
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* and P AZET; 
 - Paaintiff 1 Err. 1 
"PIERS or. HOLLIS, 
Dej endant in Error. 


* 
, T5 97 es bs C. 14917 


The Caſe of . the Flainti ifs i in Error. 


der of the Houſe of LorDs 
pm 1 abs heted, dr of th be \ beard az the 


Var of the ſaid Houſe, on the 16th of 
May; an which Day tbe Ettrbrt on three 
other Writs of Error are alſo ordered to 


be —_— 


BUDGELL and PAZEY, 


Plaintiffs in Err or, 


' PIERS or HOLLIS, 
Defendant in Error. 


| Wikis: thoſe very Laws which were di- 
ſigned to ſecure the Property of the Sub- 
Ject, are made the Infiruments to de- 
ſtroy it; and when an innocent Man, 

u deſires to be quiet, and would do 

. ny Thing that is reaſonable to purchaſe 

Peace, ſball have a Multitude of Actions 

| * againſt him, with no other In- 

, thas à plain aud evident Deſign 

'0 — : As this may one Day 
the Caſe of any private Gentleman it 
England, who han have 4 Rich a 

Powerful Man þis Enemy, it may re. 

 quire @ more than ordinary Attention, 


The following C ASE is moſt ft humbly pre- 
Amt 70 be extreamly temarkable and 


Mi eint Laus fes Fat 


ruins is ana nt. toe - 


ers, 
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Piers, after the Life of his Mother: This Eftate 
is held under St. John's College in Cambridge, and 
lies in the Manor of Thorrington in Eſſex ; the 
Cuſtom of which Manor is Burrough Engliſh. 
Mr. Budgell's Title to the ſaid Eſtate is thus: 
Jobn Piers the Father bought the Eſtate, which 
is Copyhold of Inheritance, and was ſurrendered 
to the Uſe of the ſaid Jobn Piers and his Wife, 
and the longeſt Liver of them, and afterwards 
to the Heirs of the ſaid Piers for ever. He died, 
leaving four Sons, vi. Jobn, William, Edward, 
and Laud; fo that the Reverſion of the ſaid 
Eſtate became veſted in the youngeſt Son. Lad, 
after the Death of his Mother; and he dying 
inteſtate before his Mother, the Reverſion of 
the ſaid Eſtate fell to his Heir at Law, vix. his 
elder Brother Jobn Piers, from whom Mr. 
Budgell purchaſed. Notwithſtanding this, Mil- 
liam Piers, the ſecond Brother, who wasneither 
his Father's; or his Mother's youngeſt Som at the 
Time of their Death, went down to Cambridge, 
upon his Mother's Death, and, by the Advice 
foie People, got himſelf admitted by the 
College, and perſuaded Robert Paxey, a poor 
ignorant Man, to attorn Fenant to him; which, 
nevertheleſs, Pazey, having ſome Doubts, re- 
fuſed to do, till Piers gave him a Bond to in- 
dempnify him from paying his Rent. 


Mr. Budgell, who had purchaſed the Eſtate 

for a valuable Conſideration, offered for a long 
Time to refer the Matter to any Counſel learn- 
ed in the Law; which being refuſed, and Mr. 
Budgell being affured by all the Counſel — 
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ſulted, that his Title was good, he laid the ſame, 
at laſt, before S. Jobn's College; who being 
likewiſe aſſured by their Counſel, that the Eſtate 
was Mr. Budgell's, admitted him to it; and Pa- 
ey likewiſe attorned Tenant to him, by ſigning 
a Writing drawn up and wirneſſed by the 
Steward of the College. 


Note, Mr. William Piers married a Wife, 


who had been Woman to an Aunt of Mr, 


BudgelPs, and purchaſed an Annuity from 
him of 101. per Annum for her Life; which 
Mr. Budgell conſtantly paid, till her Huſ- 
band got into Poſſeſſion of the Thorriugton 

| Eſtate, as aforeſaid ; but then. Mr, Buqge!l 
was adviſed to ſtop the faid Annuity as a 
ſmall Repriſal; but he never once denied 
that it was due, and conſtantly offered Mr. 
Piers's Attorney (by whom Mr. Piers, who 
is a yery ancient Clergyman, declared he 
was entirely directed) to allow it out of 
thoſe Rents Mr. Piers had received at Thor- 
rington ; or elſe deſired, if he thought his 
Client was intitled to the Thorrington Eſtate, 
he would fairly try that Title. The At- 
torney would do neither; and inſtead of 
bringing an Ejectment for the Thorringtos 
Eſtate, which was the only Matter in Queſ- 
tion, he brings an Ejectment againſt an 
Eſtate of Mr. Budgell's in Devonſbire, of 
30l. per Ann. which was bound for the 
Payment of the aboveſaid Annuity. Mr. 
Budgell could make no Defence againſt this 
Claim, for 0 that the Annui- 
Z 2 ty 
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ty, was due ; ſo that the Attorney got 
1 Judgment, and he, or his Client, 18 
no in che actual Poſſeſſion of an Eſtate of 
30 l. per Annum in Land, for an Annui 
of only 10 J. per Aunum during the Life 
"of an old Woman, who is above Three- 
RE ſcore : Yet not content with this, bey haue 
3 brought another Action againſt Mr. Budgell 
| TY er 200 l. upon 4 Bond, which be gave only 
| 43 4 Collateral Security for the Payment of the 
| | faid Annuity ; and Mr. Budgell having no 
| . . other Relief but in Equity, againſt this f 
| . * cruel and moſt unjuſt Proceeding, they have 
_  gota Judgment upon the ſaid Bond. 


| 

| Wurx the Attorney had done all this, be- 
| apprehenſive that Robert Parey might ſeck 
| 


indempnified for the Money has — in 
bi own Wrong, the ſaid — 

to Thorrington | in Eſſex, and there 22 a 
Pu. r Man, Pazey, to kt him 27 1 his Band of 
| dempnification, he claps the Bond in his 
| Pocket, and rides away with it. When he had 
1 thus taken away the poor Tenant's Bond, he 
gy $0 an Ejectment againſt him, to which Mr. 
Budgell, the Landlord, made himſelf a Party; 

r. ogg? pe could not but think hinaſelf ſure of 
3 his Cauſe, ſince not only his own Counſel, viz. 
|| r Serjeant Bains, a Mr. Serjeant Darnell, 
| even thoſe his Adverſary up de- 
| clared Mr. Budgell's Title was good. The At- 
| e however, brought — the Cauſe at 
ye. z bus ww 7 ming 1 * 
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the Merits of his Client's pretended Title, which 
would have ended all Controverſies, (but which 
he knew was not good,) he produced a Leaſe for 
three Years, which was expired, but which Pa- 
zey had been ignorantly brought to take from 
Mr. Piers, and which Mr. Budgell had never 
heard of before, This Leaſe being an Eftoppel 
at Law againſt Pazey, the Tenant in Poſſeſ- 
ſion, the Attorney got a Verdict: He had taken 
care to bring his Action upon an Original out 
of the Ming - Bench, ſo that Mr. Budgel could 
not prevent having his Eſtate immediately en- 
45 pkg and ruined, by any other Way than 
being at the great Expence of bringing a Writ of 
Error in the Houſe of Lords, which he hath done 
accordingly, and muſt likewiſe apply to Chan- 
cery this next Term, for an Injunction to ſtop 
theſe unparallel'd and to oblige 
Mr. Piers to try the true Iſſue. Mr. Piers's 
Attorney, ſince the Verdict at Chelmsford, has 
alſo ſent down, and arreſted the Tenant Pazey, 


Bond which 
already paid. The Hailiffa, for Want of Bail, 

ok Days in Cuſtody, and — 
in a moſt barbarous Manner; and ſeveral other 
People, ſeeing he was arreſted, demanded their 
little Dehts alſo. of him; ſa chat the poor Man 
aud his Family ate undone. 

e eee e 


Tax 
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Taz only real Controverſy between Mr. 

Budgell and Mr. Piers, is about the Thorring- 
fon n Elte which might have been ended at 
once, either by referring it to Counſel, or fairl y 
trying the File; but inſtead of that, Mr. Piers's 
Attorney has made four ſeveral Law-Suits of it, 
and — 4 Mr. Buagell beſides into the Hoxfe of 
Lords, and into C bancery. 


Tax whole Eſtate js but fifty Pounds per An- 
num ; and as it muſt be kept > dry againſt the 
Sea with a Wall, 7 nh not, ſome Years, 

uce any Thing clear; ſo that much more Mo- 


2 been already Rent in Law than the Eftate 
75 22 . 


| II is plain the whole Deſign of theſe Proceed- 
| ings is to raiſe up as many Law-Suits as poſſible, 
| to. ruin Mr. Budgell: The poor Tenant is al- 
1 ready ruined ; and Mr. Piers himſelf would at 
1 length be ruined, if theſe Things were carried 
2 at his Expence : But he is an ancient Country 
. man, * declares he knows nothing of 
| h , but leaves all to the Management of | 
| his Attorney, who, there are good Reaſons to ff 
| believe, was encouraged ſupported - by 4 


| 
| 
| 
|| eater Man than Mr. Pi, to carry on 
| heſe Proceedings, in order to ruin Ne 
| Budgell. ; 1 
| Mx. Budget would have got an Injun@tion 
| from Chancery laſt Term (which is his only and 


proper Remedy ;) but was diſappointed of i it b 
a Miſtake of | his Sollicitor's, and Mr. w $ 


aving 
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living above an hundred Miles off, ſo that the 
Subpæna could not be ſerved in Time. 


Hs Adverſaries are puſhing on the Writ 
.of Error, which he has been obliged to bring 
as aforeſaid in the Houſe of Lords, becauſe they 

know he muſt have an Injunction from Chancery 

in a few Days, which will effectually ſtop all 
their Proccedings. ; 


Ir Mr. Budgell had brought his Writ of Er- 
ror to prevent the Payment of a juſt Debt, he 
ſhould not have thought he deſerved any Favour 3 
but being obliged to bring his Writ of Error 


by the unjuft Proceedings before mentioned, he 


humbly hopes, the moſt Honourable' Houſe of 
Lords will not ſhew his Adverſaties ſo much Fa- 
vour as to grant them a By-Day; nor try this 
Writ of Error on the ſame Day with three others, 
which it is humbly conceived were appointed to 
be heard all together, upon a Suppoſition that 
2 only brought (as they often are) to de- 


uſtice. 


Hx is well aſſured, that moſt Honourable 
Houſe, which is the Dernier Reſort of Juſtice, 
will ſhew no Manner of Countenance to juch 
Ads of Oppreſſion, as are perhaps without a Pre- 
cedent; and he and his Tenant having actually 
filed their Bill in Chancery, before this next 
Term, and got a Subpæna returnable the firſt 
Day of it, are ſure of obtaining an Inunc- 


tion againſt their Adverſaries, if they are not in- 
dulged by the Houſe, with having the Errors 


argued on a By-Day. 
HERE. 
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HERE FO RE the Plaintiffs bum- 
bly hope, That the Defendant in Error 
ſhall have no ſuch Favour ſhewed him; 

and that this Cauſe ſhall not be brought 

on before others which were ſet down, 
and therefore may * be beard 

8 i. 


Do 1 certify, both as # Gentleman, aa 
a Barriſter at Law, that the above is a true 


ite of my. Caſe, and that I defite no other Fa- 


vour from my cruel Adverſaries, but that they 


will either fairly try their Title ta the Eſtate, or 


refer the ſame to 4 indi ws Counſt I | in 


**. 


„ . vob 
Nute, The Reader cannot. but obſerve, that 
the Pr above mention'd are ſo compli- 
cated, and of ſuch a Nature, that no other Coun- 


ſel but myſelf could ſet their Hands to all the 


men 


L | 


' 


* ſenting an bumble Complaint to bis Majeſty 


IN the eighth Page of the preceding Sheets I 
gay, that I have been often cb ed and 


& Provoked in the moſt abuſtve Language, by a cer- 
hi 2 Set of Writers to enter ts — of the Par. 


&* 2xculars of thoſe Hardfoips 1 complained f. 


I ena cloſe my Appendis with ſhewing 
my Readers, that this my Afſfertion. was net 
without Reaſon. A 


Isx the ſixty third Page of the ninth Edition of 

my Letter to the Craftſman, occaſioned by my he 
al 

the Right Honourable Sir Robert Walpole, I 


have thele Words. 


by "171 | a a i ; | , A #4 
Jam very far from complaining of any Cours 
of Fadicature ; 1 know tis my Duty to ſubmit to 


it er Deciſions, and always to believe . them 
C3 ec ke vet I bope I may, at leaſt, be, al. 


* lowed to deplore my own unhappy Fate, whon 
„in more than one ce, I baue been treated 
* with r Engliſhman 
. before, in the like Circumſtances : 45-17 
% fever loved general Aſſertions, I am here 


ee ftrongly tempted to deſcend to Particulars ; but 


4 when I conſider my preſent Situation, I am. in 
oy” great Doubt, "whether, with any tolerable Aſſn» 
* rance of Impunity, I might venture to mention 


te even the moſt plain, the maſt notorious, and 


e undeniable Fas. ” 


F ROM theſe Words the Polite Mr. Walſtng+ 
bam, in a Pamphlet which he wrote againſt me, 
p * A a Fl 2 (and 


*x I be Appendix. 


(and which was recommended to the Publick 
before it came out, by the King of Sparta him- 
ſelf, in his own Royal Epiſtle) takes occaſion to 
fall upon me in the following Manner. © Dae 
it well conſiſt or 75 wb ſuch daring Dla. 


rations, ſuch ſturdy Deſiances as you have made, 
** that you would give up your Life in this Cauſe, 
15 „ of you failed in the Proof? I ſay, does it cor- 
* reſpond with ſuch ſeeming Intrepidity, to make 
** this ſneaking, his ſhuffling Prevarication in 
0 * the Cloſe, that, in your preſent Situation, you 
are in ſome Doutr, whether, with any tolerable 
wy, , Afurance of Inpun You ect venture to 
* mention, even the =: lain, the mo /notorious 
« and undeniable F afts? L- have, at leaſt, one 
Security, that Fines and Impriſonment cannot 


6 poſſibly affef you, for you are in Confinement 


* already. What is it tben you have to fear? It 


is not th 4 Treaſon to prove the Truth againſt 
„ Sir R. Even Scandalum 2 can- 
« not be your Terror. You are lodged ; ho are 
* already beyond its Reach. Now, — 5 
neither your Life, or Liberty, your Lands or 
Goods, can any ways ſuſfer by your Oppoſi- 
„ tion to this great and ' honourable P Perſon, 
= „ mighty and powerful te allow- bim to be ; 

J hat have you to fear] What is it you are any 

* ways alarmed at ? for Providence hath hap- 

« pile indempnified your Ears by aboliſhing the 
Court of Star Chamber; a Bing that Art 
<< fo be acknowledged. It is a poor and wretched 
Artiſice, that you can bave any Puniſoment to 
60 fear. 


j - | I covLD 
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-I courp produce many more Examples of 
my being inſulted upon my Silence in the moſt 
outragious Manner; but, I hope, this ſingle In- 
tance is abundantly ſufficient to make all my 
Readers rather admire that I could ſo long re- 
frain from entering into Particulars, than that 
J have done it at laſt. After all, I have faid 

but a very /mail Part of what I could ſay. I. 

am well aſſured, that many Perſons. will read 

[fl theſe Sheets, whoſe own Conſciences will ſuffici- 
ently. inform them how kind I have been to 
them, and how many Particulars I could have 

laid before the Publick, and proved to a Demon 
ſtration, which I have omitted to mention; 1 

hope theſe Perſons will do me the Juſtice to im- 

pute my omitting to mention ſuch. Particulars 


'l © to my Good-nature, and not to my Fears, If 


they ſhould do otherwiſe, they may poſlibly 
proyoke me to. ſay /ome Things, which, I am 
| etty well aſſured, they would not care to hear. 


Y t, I believe, when they reflect that I can bear 
the Frowns even of his Spartan Majeſty, they 
, } (will not imagine that I am under any mighty 
Apprehenſions of their Diſpleaſure. 
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LETTER to this King of W from 
Euſtace 1 Eſq; With an Account of 


1 of Hiſtory, relating to Love and 
Politicks'; and with a great Stories, pri- 
vate Memoirs, and Characters * the Ancients 
ahd Moderns, viz. of Cleomenes, Lyeurgus, Acre- 
tatu; and Chelidonis, Cliſtbenes, 2 

Apefiſtrata, Crateſiclea, Tyriizus, Pyrrbus, 


ericles, Cimon, Thucydides, Marius, and — 


the Apoſtate: Of Sir Robert Carr, Oliver Crom- 
brill, late Duke of gb, the Earl of 
O . Earl of H., Earl of Sh—ry, 


Nr. I. — . the Lord Bo——te, Mr, bare 


tary Add —— , Mr. Con ve, Dutcheſs of 
M—— gh, Counteſs of Ox — 4, and others. 

| Printed for A. Bettefworth in Paternofter Row 3 
6. Straban in Cornbill; J. Shuckborough, near 
the Temple in Fleet-ftreet ; and W. Mears, at this 
Lamb in the Old Bailey. Price bound 75.64. 


N. B. This is the Book which gave Occaſion to the 
ſeveral Papers and Pamphlets mention'd in 
the following Letter to Mr. Ulrick D Ypres. 


by. Vandarbapk, | 


and Government of the Greeks and 
© Intetſperſed with ſeveral Curious and Unogin- | 


. — 


. "x 


| 12 ; Manuſcripts never 


| Cloſe Priſoner to the Tower for High-Treaſ0n 


Jus Publ, 
6 EpzrTion, 
yu th Eiigies of bis Leda. _— 


IPod by: Bazon) 


 etluciny of the Lifa'and nn ab 
late Earl of Oxnxny, and of the Family of the 
Boy ts.” - Containing ſeveral curious and 


Pieces of Hiſtory, from the Reign af Queen K- 


beth, bes wry imes: Extracted: from Ori- 


ct 

two remarkable peecbes of of the 1h 
Orrery's in the Houſe of — 

wa en Relation of his being commi 


ſhort Account of his Controverſy with the — 
Doctor Bout ley; and ſome Sdeft Letters of Phala- 
ris, the famous Kn Tyrant, r from 


then. under er 
- By Euaraex BV LSE EZ; 
Printed for W.. Mears, ann ec 


Bally Price 4 J. 


* 


Juſt. Publibed, « 
We Fourth Edition of; © 


A Lr to. his Excellency Mr. Ulrick 
D*Ypres, Chief Miniſter to the King of Sparta- 


In Anſwer to his Excellency's Two Epiſtles lately 
piibliſhed in the Daily Courant. With a ou 
or Two to the — Mr. Oſborne, and 

Mr. Walfingham ; all. Joint: Advocares for * 


1 A . 


By Eus rack BubozL Ech 


Printed for V. Mears, at che Lamb in che. 


Oil Holy SI 7 


Dedicated. 1 the QU EEN, 


From the Fol 10 Edition, 


ANewand moſt Beautiful Edition, in Quarto, of 
A Por upon his Majeſty's. late Journey to 


Cambrldee and New-Market. By Eusracx 


— Eſq; 


To this New Edition is added ſome Obſer- | 
| vations on the ſaid Por M. By Caleb D' Anvers, 


of Cray Inn, Eſq; 


Printed for J. Wilford, behind the Chapter- 
Houſe, St, Paul's Church-Yard. 


i 
k 


Juſt publiſbed, 
Dedicated to the late Earl of HALLIrAx, 


With the Head of Theophraſtus from Sandrat, 
N and 13 Wan 

W 
The CRARACTERS of 9 
Tranſlated from the Greet, by EUSTACE 
BUD GELL Eſq; The Third Edition. 


N. B. This is the Book "which the Honourable 

Francis Walfingham Eq; aſſures the Publick 

6 is trenſlated from the French; and about which 
E this Ingenious Author, and one Mr. Addon, 


„ 


| are of different Opinions 
— Wh 
Printed for 7. Tex over inſt Catberine- 
Street in the Strand. ' | 2234 
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